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hum PR ISC JUL A J^TME. 



IN; addreffihg to : Lady Pnfcillfe'Bel*!* 
the tranftation of a morid ■ fei**& 

i.' !> * 
mental Novel, 1 fecure it a kind recepi 

Hon from the world. That world whicft 
almoft adores her, will, without cbn^ 
fiderlhg the merits or demerits df the 
piece} read it with eagernefe, if the 
name of Prifcflla Bertie adorns the De* 
di Cation. 

• This, however, Madam, Is not my 

motive for inscribing it to you«r-it is 

Vol. L a not 



tf' DEDICATION. 

fle^tlle^rffcfe felfifli hope of this pic 
xiieetmg with favour from the fanfti 
of your name, that induces me to u 
it on this occafion. No — I have a 1 
fuperior reafon. I admire your vim 
^ yhnr ^charmed with your good for 
— I fee no young woman of faftii< 
nibrd eftimable in any refped, th 
ftc Dutdhtfe ; of Ancafter's <Jaught< 
■She /is hot only the greateft beauty 
; o^ ; Cpuit--*-but, like her mother, £ 
is already famed for the amiablenefs 
lier conduct. I ambition that this woi 
Ihoidd be honoured by a dedication* < 
kto her, and I flatter myftlfiikci-wi 
not difdain to become its Pattwidiv 

In a convent in Paris WhrerccJKw 
educated-— a friend of toiae determine 
to try her talent ip this fpecksi 

writing- 



ED I C A^ I : <^i i4 

iwriting^-neverimemiing da^it^qj^ 
be made publk.^WheaicVirasfifti%^ 
ihe prefented it to -me^and I - £aj4 
myfelf now, by the . moit unfoptunaff 
of events, at liberty to publifh it wij% 
out giving offence to the amiable and 
beloved writer of it. „,, ; 

In the courfe of the hiftory, a, f$p 
quotations were introduced by it^wrjt^r 
from fome French £oets ; but as they 
muft have loft much of their beauty 
by a tranflation, I thought it beft to 
fubftitute in their room fuch as were 
equally applicable from Engli/h po?t& : 
a choice, I hope, your Ladyfhip's judg- 
meafe;wilL.*>t condemn, , J , 

However this <" work may have fuf- 

feredin thetrwflation> there is a moral 

iaitwjiic^ pnay y$t be found unhurt 

• ?;■.- .vr — and 
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tnct which j$ all* perhaps that- owl 
itk. it to your Lady (hip's Yavouiv 
:h aa it Ur-I lay it u yow feet* 
L beg leave to fUbfcrihe myftlf 

YowLodjpflHpV 

ao4 very fincerc ^dmirer> 
'•'- Th* TRANSLATOR* 



THE 

H E R MI T 

> • * ■ • • 

OF THE 

R O C K. 

Victoria to Maria. 

TT is done, my Maria — my word is 
-*• irrevocably given — I have yielded to 
the commands of my father — to the too 
eloquent tears of my mother— and, on 
this day week, I am to be made the 
Vol, I. B wife 
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wife of Laufanne. — Luzy ! — moft ami- 
able — moft charming Luzy ! — Heaven 
can witnefs with what fentiments of truth 
and love I confent to give you up for 
ever ! — You will think I have wronged 
you — you will complain, with feeming 
juftice on your fide $ yet Victoria de- 
nies the accufation — her heart declares 
for you, my Luzy — but her duty undoes 
us both. 

My God! would he not pity me, 
could he behold me a trembling victim, 
led an offering to the altar of avarice ? 
—Could he be a fpe&ator of thofe tears 
— thofe agonies that muft accompany 
me on the day which yields me to the 
arms of Laufanne — ah, my Maria! — 
Luzy would no longer reproach me as 

the 
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the author of his wretchednefs ; he 
would let fall fome drops of pity, and 
lament with me the aufterity of fate. 

You will chide me> Maria, when 
you read thofe impaffioned lines — you 
will remind me of the rights that the 
Marquis will claim over me — you will 
tell me that I have affented to become 
his wife — and that Luzy muft be thought 
of no more. Alas! you are right!— 
it will be a crime to think— to fpeak 
of him, when once I have given my 
hand to another. But, ah ! allow me 
time to tear him from my idea— fuffer 
me, my Maria, to mention him before 
the fatal hour arrives, that is to place 
between us that cruel barrier, which 
will Separate us for ever. Deny me 
- B % not 
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liot the confolation of repeating his love4 
name, while yet I can do it with inno- 
cence*— ^-Be not too rigorous — I ftill 
prize ipy virtue beyond my love. 

Do you remember when firft I faw 
: Luzy ? — Do you remember the emoti- 
ons which at that inftant took pofleflion 
of my- bofom ? — I knew not at the time 
.what they meant — I had never experi- 
enced them before — and ah, my Maria ! 
I have never felt them fince : — how can 
I defcribe them ? — they were too vio- 
lent to be delightful — they were too ex- 
quifite to be imagined. 

Surprize— r'confofionr— -joy — thofe 
were she moft. definable fenfations — 
jthe reft ihuft remain untold — n)y pen 
cannot do jitftice to them. Love for 

the 
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the firft time prefented itfelf before me 
— it rulhed at once inta nry bofom : its' 
approaches were violent, but it fooi* 
wore a milder and more pleating at 
pe£t. This charming appearance cap- 
tivated my reafbn, and bidding adieu to 
thofe tumults which had at the begin- 
ning affe&^d me, I loved with plea* 
fare, with gaiety, with cornpofure. He 
looked at me — he viewed me with at- 
te»tioji~-my fearful eye funk undfer the 
piercing looks of Lau&nne, and blufhefr 
fcverfpread my face. 

It was on a feaft which my father an- 
nually gives his tenants, and which the 
young villagers call their rural baH.— 
Ah> I can never forget it ! It was then 
I faw him — he was on a vifit to Madame 
B 3 Du 
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Du Parte— he came with her to join 
with us the happy throng. . We were ail 
habited like nymphs of Arcadia, and 
our dreffes, my Maria, were emblems 
of our fimplicity. He approached me 
— r-he afked me to dance — I confented 
willingly— his manner was the tendered 
— the moft flattering — his eyes fpoke a 
language I did not then underftand— * 
but which even at that time was de- 
lightful A and from that night Luzy be- 
oamcan objcd of my, regard — (hall T 
fay too much if I owji* of my moft ar- 
dent affeSlion? The chara&er of the 
Comte was that of an amiabk fenfible 
man — his fpirit was generous -, his foul 
was as noble as his birth > and his heart 
was extolled for its excellence. . 

Luzy 
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. Luzy was introduced to my father by 
Madame Du Parte, as a young noble- 
man in whom the graces and virtues 
combined — as an objedt who had created 
not only the admiration, but the efteem 
of courts ;* and my father ever found 
him a fincere friend, and moft agree- 
able companion. I need not repeat 
more, my Maria — you. know Luzy— 
you alfo know with what pains he un- 
dertook to make himfelf the conqueror 
of Vidtoria's heart — ah, were not thofe 
pains rewarded ! He Cghed for me 
alone — he feemed to regard me as the 
only being in the univerfe, who could 
give him happinefs. My father — my 
mother beheld and heard his paffion for 
me* and they encouraged him with 
B 4 every 
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cVeVy Hope of fucceft* The old Cbmte 
De Ltizy refidss in Italy, and the time i 
drew near when hife-.fon's preferice there ■ 
would be neceffaryr— At length the day* 
Was fixed fop his leaving us-^it dame* 
too foon — he was about to 1 'bid us fitted 
Well — ah, what anguHK tore .my fond l 
bofcrir at the idea of parting wirirhinv!* 
He fell at my feet— *he once more paint-' 
ed to : me the*fincerity— thefentenfcy o£ 
his love.— f liftened — I wept — I wrung 
my hands. 

" Ah!" cried he, " why all this 
grief? why thefe contending tu- 
mults r 

" It is paft," returned I, <c thofe 
hours of delight are paft, my Luzy — 
and we fhall behold them no* more.'* 

I ' My 
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My prophetic foul — yes, Maria, my 
prophetic foul whifpered too truly the 
miferies I now feel. He bade me b6 
of comfort — he fwore to be faithful to 
me alone > and affured : me his return 
ftiould be as foon as poffibk. 'On my 
part — I vowed to love no other man-***-. 
I vowed no other fhould eve* poflefe 
my hand ; we called down heaven as & 
folemn witnefs of all we ut$$red>— That? 
heaven now bdholds v me on- the verge: 
of breaking through chofe engagement* 
which in its awful -prefence I had made.. 
Ah, my father 1— ah, my mother 1 why. 
all this tyranny? You faw my afie&ioii 
for Luzy^— y6U e»6ouratged fc~ and ycfc 
you have doomed -me- to fetf itproack 
•^-to mifery— to Lau£y&n*4 . 

B 5 How 
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How fhall I impart the fatal tiding* 
to Luzy ? — Should I not juftify myfelf 
to him ? — Will he not hear it until he 
arrives in France ? — My God, what will 
he think of me ! — What will he not fup- 
pofe ! — Maria — my dear Maria — can 
there be a fate more wretched than 
mine ? Why was I not born the happy 
daughter of fome artlefs, fome unaf- 
piring villager !— then fhould I have 
married the man of my choice — then 
would the glare of fuperfluous wealth 
have been difregarded by my parents* 
and the Jioneft worth of my fhepherd 
have been the chief Confederation. — 
Bvt whither does -my pen carry me ? — 
ah, duty !-H» thee J Sacrifice — to thee 
I yield up evfcry. gleam oghappinefc ! — 
:■: let 
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Jet me not therefore dare to murmur 
againft thofe parents to whom I have 
been fo much obliged — but rather re- 
flect, that by rebelling againft their com- 
mands, I Ihould render myfelf unworthy 
of fubfcribing, that I am the friend of 
my Maria, 

Victoria De Clarence. 



'VictokiA to Maria. 

"V^OUR letter, my Maria, afford- 
-V ed me fome comfort ; and the 

tears I feed upon it eafed my fad heart. 

—One thing in it, I will own I thought 
■■ * B6 . fcveret 
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fevere. When you tell me that I mujf 
kam Id command, thofe. feelings* which 
have hitherto rendered me too fenfible of' 
f leaf ure.and^ misfortune, y you furdy for- 
,get that I pbftfefe not your judgment— 
your firmriefe-—four' philofophy :' ah,' 
my friend ! teach me to, fubdue this 
weak-^t^ii^ regining Jiature — point out 
to me thofe paths in which your virtues 
have led you ; and lend me your fup- 
porting hind' to "cbridu£IT~me through 
them, T£ach me to forget the amiable 
— the fediucing^iKiy-— teach m^ to re- 
nounce thofe fond ideas which have hi- 
therto formed 7 th* iafetrf ifayfelitit^-^ 
aad, ahJ teadi.ine io«t taihoiBDur**^ 
how to love the MarquisJ^e Laufaiure 1 : 
Good God, my Maria!— I freirfmtthe 
• ,c .c.tL tafk 
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talk is too difficult. To-morrow — oh, 
to-morrow '1— my wretched deftiny Will 
be for ever fealed !— -No repentance — 
no appeal can then fave me — the irre- 
vocable ceremony dnce paffed — I am 
loft beyond, redemption — father ! — mo- 
ther ! — to thy tendernefs ! Alas,, my 1 

Maria!— die voice of .nature "pleads not 
for me-^and Vi&oria is facrificed with- 
oot one fight 

The Marquis is here — I am moment- 
ly ptfrfecuted by him to indulge him 
in an hour's coriverfation alone. I evade 
it — I know not how to refdfe a requeft' 
which, if I h>vtd : him, I would with 
pleafare grant,-^-nor Jiow to grant it— • 

fince I love him not. Spare your chid* - 
j»g, Mwria-^toyou Qt$y dq I complaint 

He 
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He is here— -he taps at my door^— ah,. 
I muft obey ! — Muft /— Is this the lan- 
guage foF a man, whom, to-morrow's* 
fun will fee .me wedded to ?— rThafc 
thoughts— butihe^enixeats—^he pleads his 
impatience*—* Once more do 1 rdig« 
my pen* : \ . a :, 

This man, my Mafia, has endea- 
voured to dazzle my eyes with the fpkn-: 
dor of ornaments, which \ eqiiaily de*-> 
tell and defpife. He prefented me with 
his picture— rand offered to tie it round 
my neck. I darted at the propofal,.* 
and threw him from me with difdain. — 
The Marquis- looked- offended — he 
hemmed off a^ reproach ~- his cheeks, 
glowed with refentment which he ftrove 
to conceal* by ikifling my hand.— I flung: 

myfelf 



The HERMIT of the ROCK. 15 
myfclf into a chair — the tears fell plen- 
tifully from my eyes : — what a fcene I 
my father came in — he darted at me * 
look of anger. I arofe : — I trembled. 

cc Perverse girl/' exclaimed he in a 
terrifying tone, " fuffer the Marquis to 
tie his portrait round your neck ; and 
wear it next your heart i" 

I tried to approach Laufanne— my , 
knees fhook under m* — he faved nrte 
the trouble by flying towards me> and 
falling at my feet, " Charming— cruel 
Vi&oria! behold proftrate before you : 
an ardent lover : — behold a man who 
will confecrate to your happinefs his 
life — his perfon-*-forcune^—every good, 
he claims on earth — give me but your 
love— I aik no other recompenc?." 
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cc My Lord/* cried I in a voice al-' 
moll ftifled with grief, <c I have often 
told you, I have no heart to give— my 
duty will carry me to the altar with 
you — and my virtue will prevent me 
from breaking thofe engagements I (hall 
make you there. — But, oh ! — would to 
heaven that fome other woman, more 
deferving than myfelf, poffeffed thofe 
affe&ions you lavifli on me ! — I am un^ 
worthy my Lord i ■ V . 

cc Be gone, to your apartment, girl!" 
cried my enraged father, €€ is it thus 
you fhew your duty?" I retired — and 
am here feated to lament — to complain 
of my miferable fate to the only friend ■ 
Ihave left. 

The 
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The Kurry^-tWr peftriifbation^— the" 
joy that fill every countenance — fhbck u 
me beyond deftriptibh.— I view my&lf 
as an innocent vi&inv they are preparing 3 
to lead to the tcinple of fome fevouritc- 
deity, on a day devoted t6 feftivity. — l 
Jr*m to be decked with. -.every- gaudy* 
flower of nature to make my bondage 
appear the more cortfpicuous— »-I am to; 
be" fed In golden bands to rain~--and J 
iriade-magnificently fetched I Ah, m^ 
Maria!— -to-morrows—let to-morrow be 
marked down as the blackeft day <i>f 
fate !---it wilh be then— -that Vi6toria ; 
lhall refign Luzy — and give her hand to' 
his proud — his happy rival ! — it will be 
then — that.witlr the name of Clarence 
-*-fhe lhall partwkhhappinefs forever I 

—I 
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— I am fummoned to attend my mo- 
ther. 

It is nowpaft one o'clock-^yet fleep . 
denies to vifit my difconfolate couch — ; 
I will relate to.you_t^/8,occun;ences.thatj 
have happened fince, I was interrupted, 
fome hours ago : I muft write to pre- 
vent my dwelling too -minutely on the 
gloomy profpe&s which await your Vic- 
toria—the fubjeft— no matter what---;- < 
but that which concerns me nearly,, 
will, I am fure, intereft you more than 
any other. I fhall begin then from my 
appearing in my mother's antichamber 
according to the orders fhe.waspleafed 
to fend me for that purpofe. 

On my entrance fhe kindly threw her 
arms around me, and enquired anxioufly 

about 
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about my health— then with a fmiling; 
countenance aiked, whether I had chofen' 
the ornaments beft fuited to my com- 
plexion, from thofe that fhe had order- 
ed to be fent from Paris ? I threw my- 
felf on my knees before her — and beg- 
ged her to inform me whether I coujd 
hope for no mitigation of my fentence 
— and whether. I was to be married to 
the man I detefted? " Ah, Madam !" . 
continued her unhappy child, " What- 
do thofe ornaments you fpeak of avail ?. 
— they can adminifter no cure for a 
•wounded mind — they cannot bring peace . 
to this wretched heart. Pardon me, my 
dear mother — but my thoughts have 
been far differently employed ! I chofe 
no flowers — I would not look at the 

finery^ 
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finery my woman prefented me with 
from Paris — they have no charms for' 
me — I care not what cloaths I wear on J 
the moft miferable day of my fife." i 

My mothfer weptj (he fjpoke of the 

Marquis's birth---his riches — his Ynag-' 

nificence : Ihe concluded by faying, that : 

it was a match oh which her ifond heart' 

was fet, arid which the Interruption of, 

would break into a thoufand pieces.' 

the very idea of my ocdafloriing her fo' 

much anguilh flibcked me to thefout — ' 

my blood feemed to congeal within my 

veins — I could arifwer nothing — but my 

tears exprefled the horror of my mind. 

My dear mother raifed me from the 

ground ; and feating me by her, preffed 1 

me to her bofom. She talked much of 
- the 
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the favour I fhould confer upon her arid 
my father ;, (he affured me th# I fliould 
be happier than my fearful heart pre- 
faged. She allowed the Marquis to 
have fome youthful follies, -but was well 
affured that* time, and my prudent con- 
du£t, would eltrange him from them. 
My mother th$n painted the joy fhe k 
.fliould feel on feeing me give my hand 
to a man of fo much worth and tafte ; 
and the idea of rendering her fttisfied, 
conquered every felfifh fentirtient. 

« It is done, Madam!" cried I, CC I 
yield up liberty — happinefs-— content, 
fince tny doing fo, can give you felici- 
ty : ah, my dear mother ! I am ready 
to prefent my hand to the Marquis— 
my life .Hull be devoted to your plea- 

fure 
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fure — but haften, Madam, the marriage 
ceremony, and let me not reflect on 
what I have contented to/' 

My mother looked delighted and rang 
her bell ; (he ordered an attendant to 
defire the Duke De Clarence and the 
Marquis De Laufanne to enter : they 
obeyed the fummons, and on my mo- 
ther's telling my father that J was onte 
again their -child*, he caught me in his 
arms, and poured forth a thoufand thanks 
for my having done what duty required 
of me. As for the Marquis — his rap- 
tures are not to be "defcribed $ he faid 
many gallant things* and endeavoured 
to convince me by his eyes, that his 
heart felt more than his tongue could 

utter, I ftrove to appear fatisfied 

nay* 
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nay, pleafed with thefc expreffions— * 
but, ah, my God ! — What were the 
pangs my foul endured at the time !--- 
I perceived, my dear Maria, that my 
fate was determined — I therefore put a 
conftraint upon thofe regrets which very 
often had nearly efcaped me. I (hall 
become the wife of Laufanne — that is 
inevitable :-— my duty will foon oblige 
me to receive him with chearfulnefs, 
and a look of plcafure. That thdught 
occurred to me frequently during the 
evening— —I therefore tried to appear 
complaifant to him from voluntary mo- 
tive*, before he* fhould refleft that the 
marriage ceremony alone entitled him 

to fuch behaviour what it coft me, 

1 will not fayw~but I liftened to his love 

—I re- 
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. — I received hk prefents-«*-and I fuffer- 
ed him to tie around my neck his pic- 
ture.— Oh, Luzy — Luzy !-— thy charm- 
ing image !r~-but I will be myfelf— J 
will be boldly wretched-«I will allow 
him to fufped me of inconftancy — q{ 
having betrayed him to his rival— -of 
having preferred an additional few thou- 
fands, to a competency with him. ---■>• 
Ah, he will renounce rae for ever !~ : - 
he will abhor my very 'idea— all this 
for duty ! 

I threw myfelf on my bed for a few 
moments — I endeavoured to compofe 

my mind — it would not do— and I 

have again affume^ my pern Tell rae, 

JMaria — of what nature Laufanne's heart 

mull be formed, to receive the hand 

of 
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of a wpma;n #hofe affections he knows 
have been long engaged to another? 
-—How can he coridefcend to be obliged 
to, her t duty, whe^-he is convinced it is 
that alone . that can influence- her kind- 
nefs towards him.? —If I miftake not, 
Laufanne is imperious— indelicate— — 
-and .his libertine principles are not the 
only bad ones I ihallhave to contend 
with. Oh,., friend ! — what a man have I 
loft !-— how wretched is my deftiny I— 
but of that no more— -I v have promifed 
to, meet the hour from \fhenoe mjr tfii- 
fery ; will take, its date-— ^ith^ , calmnefs. 
..Heaven grant* Maria* r may have for- 
titude fufficient to keep that promife ! 

My mind is exceedingly difturbed--- 

I hear ftrange nqifes !«•---! thought the 
, Vol. I, C groans 
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: tfer" 'ifiy J wttdd**~£he : weafkriefs of my 
fptrhsfvxpdfe me to 'alarms^— I •ttiilTay 
rrt¥'pfhfcr&-i #ilf bfeg^d'f Obd'tb calm 
tiiis tusrtiiltih ftisfemhtV&ofdtii: ,; 

My Mafia !^--what---\vhdni , 'h^e'l 
feen !-- -he is Hill before me-*-ah*' it Was 
but a dreami U— Ivhy-dol trembW'thus ? 
yet I fpokfe i6 'ftitti-'-I ^rri ' fine l 1 #<&e 
to him !-~gobd heavenfc l \v#y 'th&^er- 

"for!— --Hvas it no* 'fcuty I' faw---4lrrti 

• wotild ttizy hurt' his Vi&bria ? Ah, 
nevef ! ^Martai-^-Icft^fece'fc J< fjfey-w- 
I ■ had : irio ^ooher'ffni&ed m^ : 0riioto"i> 

"than an intimation to fleep cimeHoxrer . 
my fwolri eyes. — 4 indulged it---^and 
for that purpdfe threw myfeiFupOn my 
bed. 'I-feH itttty-^t/i&f'fofQQd ! 

what 



what a form pr efemed itfelf to m#&flcy! 
.«■— I beheld Luzy pale as d$atKftandfng 
at my» bedfidej with & poniard m -his 
hand:«*-*he opened wide the Gttrtains--'- 
he looked wiftfully at me, and pointed 
towards heaven* I called to him in 
the agony of my foiil— J ftrove to feize 
his robe — he avoided my grrifpH*-,he 
bade me to repent— -for J had^tfyned 
bim> u Yoiir perfidy/' continued ~^e* 
Cf has deprived me of happiapfe**^d 
thus I avenge. ; myfeJtfV' VyHfe \k$$$ie 
Weapon. over new. ae if ' ^tt&taifi^err.- 1 
I fcreamed to him* tQ ipare iifr ( V,i<aori^, 
<and in.puflung his^htandrvi^^^jTroin 
•me— I plunged the poniard ^n .feis- fy^t* 
*~Ah> ihy God tr — I:faw : Um fall-**-*-! 
heard . him : groan ! I . leaped- front j ft*y 
C 2 bed, 
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bed, and fell befide him— but he turn- 
ed his dying eyes from me---and calling 
me the. defrayer of his peace and' Kfe 
— he fetched a deep figh, and expired 
in torture.— What a cruel phantom'! 
—I am agitated beyond defcription — 
rny knees knock together — my fingers 
refufe to guide my ppn. 

.Ah, my friend, the horrid day ap- 
pears that is to behfcld mc the wife of 
Laufanne! — it darts upon my paper — 
and .the clouds are making way for the 
app$aran£e of the fun.-^That fun .!-— ah, 
how fobn will it fee me, " the wretch- 
ed objc£tof riy own averfian!" How 
foon will it fefe me, dragged to thofe 
marriage rites> which I once hoped to 
folemnize onty with Luzy!— that is all 

over 



The HERMIT of the R.QCK, 29 

over now j~this day yield? .n?e up to. 
the Marquis— and from this day * I imjft 
endeavour to banifll even from my ima- 
gination the figureof Luzy.— Too cruel 
— too difficult tafk ! 

Why are you not with me ? — Ah* 
why am I not allowed the confolation 
of pouring my griefs into thy fympa- 
thizing bofom ? — I want a confoler— 
I require the prefence of a friend to 
fupport me in the moft calamitous mo- 
ment, of my life.— *--Maria* -when yoti 
give your hand to LindoV, ni™erm>£r 
not the wedding da/ of Vi&oria* . mar- 
riages are 'happy where hearts are united 
-—mine' rebels againft the mafter my 
parents have chpfen fpr /it,-r-^nd it is 
thereforie— that this day, will be a day 
C-3 of. 
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of woe to y^ur friend. — Ihcar my mo- 
ther's voice :---- what, up To fobh?- — I 
muft attend her. Adie\i--perhaps I (halt' 
never fubferibe myielf again, -i "'" 

Victoria De Clarence, 

• ' • ■ • • • / .• . i '. , 



Victoria to Ma^ia. 

" Nor Hymen, .nor tiie-Gritas here ptefide, a 
*'*/^r J*rb)f> toWndp'd the Woonrfng^ bride, ' * 
ir BiSt ffehdi^with fun'ral hands the prQceft.led, 
" And fwies waited at the genial bed." 

TVTOW, my ! Maria, it is alt over! 

yeficrday I be^atoe the wife of 

Laufanne — and inftead of Feding* thole 

loft, 



The H$ M# £,9*i W*flF Jfa. 3ft 
foftp thofe t^nc|erxmotio^5, which woul^ 
hare £o#c$fed ,m$ &$ \ I „1qv cd : ritu? r Mar-jj 
qv/p-^-my bofpm was .a chaos pf ^p/r^ 
cpnfufion, and defpair. ; ... _ v 

: At tcp o'clock in. the morning I was 
djrefled by. the hands of my mother and 
my women for my appearance at cha- 
B&..«l*Wi tljfcfiqffi^y I :o£ nv*iflgmf . 
i^iferj&lf, w^j&.b$ performed. Ijdi4 

qfp^t^ktt^^-;^ l fi vas, e^tieppQljf 

infinite .^fficiaty^Jce^jwy ,1n^4 /^m 
falling on my • bofooi .*— I . %ltb && i£ :jhe 
^hole. world, had. abandoned me*tp;tlfr- 
ftruftion, ,^nd; that pjr,fofid paqt^qrjw^ 
th£ fitft, t^pnd^ahjer t ct$d .tc^.wtio. 
They adorned tpy h^aif .with flaww--r 
C 4 they 
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ritey'lrtaiddd' It wrHvflririgi' of ; ptari'r 
th'ey'pdt -opbrt irte ; «rt aYtb}sT«Tte''of fat- 
t-fhUuiMy 'mdther ipfafped^4 "with *her 
own #and5-"-my' : w©meri ■prsrife'd 1 ' my 
figure— -my "' mbther'told 'rtie 'I never 
looked fahandforwei ; ''I 'Vsts'^lttit^ii.' 
I -was veifjrfiia^*cry heart was bbrfting 1 .: 
Wheir ^'asdrHdtt^felTeal 5 Hif mofe 
looked at her TOtch }•»-—» porttalr^f 
her flTend L&y, ^rdrtie had^rtlfeiflS 
ed' heTtf ithV 3 WnA WhiciilKe^iw&yi^ote 
on its ^tti'airi; ffrifck my ' wretdKed eyesi 
-^MrfbtiT -i»med 'to'^fe'^thln mej 
my ' lirYAFdemeci' : lheir j fo'rip-6+t, T *Hd ' I 
fainfifl t? 7n t?i'e ''Vrmfe- <jf ^atiHette 1 .^! 
will be-lefi prolixj rriy Maria. .■"---"' ' '' : 
• After fomef parns' I was fcrdtf ght again 
to life rthe^hourwas Arrived wtfich was 

■? ;■. to 
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to carry. jus tq cfapeh .. -TIy...cavritgf9 
were in f eadi^fs-^rthe ,M<WlWft t<*«$ 
up to , advertifc.psx of hjs t^eiflg; all iwb 
patience^ agcL that- they waited tyx fgo^ 
V5F W-<° the iacred temple^ .As. (90a 
a&hc< beheld me 5 he knelt ^nd preflfe^ 
nxy hand to, his lips— -I made him a pz* 
fpyStful^-r but .a diftant curtefy 7-"" he 
threw, . ius , arms . round my . waift i. r; ^d 
AVhiJ^peringly reproached nie : with, my* 
cpldnefs^rrj aqfwerqd npt^-.-l hafdJLy^rg^ 
g^r^ed whaf & e h f d AHd^^y. : &oi»gl^ 
were 4*e$ oiv.* f^di^enj^T-^^^l 
— r4 far .dUtaijt .pbiea^^ar^^rnje,, 
Maria L—l y^ill endeavour t<j>. check ti^ac 

idca * • /v . ■ • .:m!,':,:;.;^> 

We t ;jp$gR ; conducte4 .to t^.lakion^ ' 
where jiny, fqjth^r ^nd^a^.the^omp^ 
C 5 were 
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were felted. - As (boii as' F appeared; 
my father, a£plror*chcd mfc : with a 'joy flit 
cburiterttfcicfcj and a lively fttyy her 
opened hisarmsto receive me/ 1 thfiw 
myfelf tnto therhi and- funk trpdn 4rt§ 
fhouTder in a 1 flood of ttearsriie Kffetf 
mf cheek i*ith fofldnfcfs^* *aH2d rtW 
By a" thefufand tender iiapftesf---thetfpifei 
fenting , fh# to each 1 of "my rel*fen* aftd 
thtffe ; of LaftfTanhe^s- WBo we*tf prefthlj 
he put my hafid Into the Rffarqofc's, aifttf 
fcltfled'tls audibly. l Lauftrine'IfeHir^ci 
appftrfcd ImfKJforhbdhd gweefi#to-eVtf*)r 
eye but mftrt-^K* rdptarea tofe xfcit- 
eat* and liVery-^-*i**^d l frt]r teare ac- 
knowledged him with pleafure > I migfif 
kr riiofe : rtioment^ 1 havfe J t&bughr him 
diUfirttrig^- We foWt afto J n*jMfiretftd 

the* 



hccfefaHodltQfTWgaiil \^^v^si^t^^ 

and piQUstmxjpknonstf 
&lfaT}£jh^4pe$itxnt y & haart^ 'Be. uttered! 
eadopray«T^enaa^gtD:dxe.ifa^red dm 
tics of /rooriiinqanj^ in. z clcaharticulatc 
voices and with>tbel snofl^viblefaiii* dc^zp; 

l^t,^aofd^ba|)pefrtp\iB^fi father*** jjaq* 
ihendoD}c«fc cfee«f\*b*Biii fetbiScd; ^; iiU 
fcr.- niy^ptiJt^o^ ftapcEtag -.*^j*^m% 

fratri 'id&fcg during .'tfcc-^ ccremoiiv; 
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When it.was*finiitecU*Kl involuntarily 
clafped my iauds with fervour^ ; and, 
looking up towards ^heaven, J l exclaim? 
ed,;."-Ah^blcfled Godl~dt is indeed 
^^ donehcyond redemption l-il was 
not.myfclf at the inftant, my .dear Mat 
ria,j my. brain ieemed-to) turn rounds 
I was fenfible^of; coding j tut/ rny mi- 
fary* and, forgot where; I was>, ofrwho 
were pre^ebt^£ ^To.piweat me iftonx £ty+ 
ifig> morepthe* Marquis embi , aced r mei 
tM thanked- hcHwrehi'in^ a gay-i-manndr 
^tM*Mas>.j»tbe& ^^ and, that J wai 
ifa^^cahly. to.ro This 4wougI\t me io 

and fighed Awmxdly for *ny- infcfcftbilij 
ty. .The day :was ipeitfrin fcftivky by 
all but irie : ^Hl ftxovje to coaxal my 
: // ^ ^ melan- 
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.melaacholjh-rbuty Matl !I fbeceeded-nofi 
tJ^aiid^ah i rt&tt ticouid (k#jr ithe%darfc 
yciliof: oblmdii met; that idxpfor ercri 
■.-*!- can it^yotitaft mdta*I my Marian- 
C«lyithi3-^th^;iiamiatprffcm »nbappy 
r?*bt* I vwH endeaubucio imakeotp my 
mind.tobc asccontentedf tajI^tutn^Jby 
i&irtgttadugh li£c;:¥li£h d^tjnind obe* 
dicnce : my confcieaco at ieaft/wiil ne* 
YCTA^iia ttottg to-;tho£b~painifai inflec- 
tion^ ^hich n^fbafctimea obtrude $ land 
if I jtfti drifted to he liwAyjfe w&rftbl* 
the remembrance of my. having con- 
formed to d»c-:trifccs of 1 my jiarents, 
will in fome meafure fuftain me from 

Adieu* my Maria! I hope to have 
better accounts of the health of your 
*4T» mother : 
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morthcr : vteiiL !hir; ; *hcv xrhikfc .VkSoriA- 
kifles;. in ideaj ihofciavttJhabd^^Uibiefa 
have ^ fb oftdn ?fbppQWfccfcfebrJxh) fier im- 
iafTcy^ ; To the Ccnroeflfc Del Vilieneauf, 
do Lowe m^q£*ke?hkppicfr h&rt't+f 
iny Ijfe > and ibn th» TOJuafcfar/ rclarifriir 
«ki, i*to]fcack p&nrflCr do- 1 pkrftft eke 
moft cnttnr *rdpe& aarilaffedkHwiw r ,Tett 
kts fe v my JMaraE^anck do fjoou be a£». 

fcknd i ahd*:jdoaoaftufiiend^ jfaait^ tat att 

■:: WoA.fift^efeJjtijjovwiji •-: i.jrr^ 
:...-. ■.>::■ nit:-.! J y:i:VriiTj ^x;ol ai ifiv; 
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■:.j.: :;.;: ;hli.'--ii- . fc 'I iy.^i:\;j: -w 

i De Montyil^b.. r 

- : .*:■..! , Uii! v*-' . . .'. * ,; ■ <; *.- ■ . .'..■*. 

^ 'irtiffiatjl'ifaf Hftirtce fe rhitfi K~-1tb'ftg 
ftavfe I^e&^BurnW, ho#f&n£fnttf 
lbv< hef r is- thtf tjtfcftfoiiii-SH h feflf 

Mrtereftfrtg-}~-lftiti - f kKj~ -'ifcitatf llrfwtf 

Aitlr ILWattnC" has a Hgft* ttj^ titjjeft.' 
Sfo; ts g%othy-^i^ft«irnatf#--a-rid 
gWrtlfewefs :ftfi;ff-^ibt»t- iftofe f «ttH«ls-v-i 

efd- ikr lip*, -'*e fifeat^hcy* fl^^i 

tfiyftfeiri, tR«y Bed <v«» tlte Jtaifcffitote 
• - •—bloom- 
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— blooming— — feducing Luzy ! ah, I 
was determined he ihould not bear 
away theorize! ^hvDufe' D6"Cla- 
rence's daughter; with fa nifcCh beauty— *• 
fattppek mty^$ i fwht^pm*nef^*m m 
a njatqfr, fi^only for.JL^f^ppe-^afjd ha 
has,, gp£ Jiey. . ,( WJ^at right n Jyui (has 
proujd riy^l.to.c^cnd^forjjher, dixinft 
peribn Jr^r faf ; Yifkqria , pe.\ Clarpaoe !-•*- 
Hkjfgmily, ypu wijl %, is ^s .good as. 
mine ,i ; ,hU, ^j^re^perhapAvrfenictljdng 
bettejv^i* addtqfa *SC<4^t^:-hjf ap% 
cpmpliftimeijijByfjwelljr ,; well {tr^we- will 
i^Qt talk; of Jus accpmplif^ments-r-but 
his. fpftyiie> ( that's ; the tbjog7*rhis for* 
ttine is not equal to Laufanne's -, no r he 
could never, ado w my yi&oria wjth, the 
magnificence that. will .^ppgar ta her in 

all 
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aft tTrjK> pnefen§sf n 4 Jbngno 'flaew hen 

v&&^Ah, Mbrtfcvilte M- klk^like* an- 
etfrtipt^d 96MCV p ?Coiomto#s *oi tehas 
at prefcnt noichurm^ faMtaft^dar haa 
Du Tire's grace or figur^ I verily be- 
lieve I could both hear and behold them 
without emotion^ — yet 1 own — I can- 
ndt ftay much longer in the country--- 
■ Paris I B more a greeab le l^hcfiriri ii J L. 
Want to try whether the arriufe&ients — 
the admiratioh^the fl*tery Wty Wife will 
receive thefe^may not infpire her with 
?! \M<h ga^y< v; Fajth $&*i$ <« fff %>t 
* fik&fmipgi c^e^u^I^^vti'yathqr too 
jn^jchyij ^tebJ^fe/;ofa .ftylerfpr ^. 
H^w.dpes jhft pre^ ; ,Mad$jwe JU£e;tt 

do? 



;1 ' 
j 



> 
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for a quarter of an hour — I then begj 
to recoiled whofe prefence T was i 
j arfrd turning to the Marquis> I afbi 

him fome queftions concerning tl 
roads of Italy which he had lately tr 
veiled. — I was not anfwered, Maria- 
I Ventured to look up in his face — n 
God ! — I never faw fo deformed a cou 
tenancc — his cheeks glowed with t 
fupprefiion of his fefentrnent — his ey 
were fullenly half clofed — he bit 1 
Kps— and every feature- appeared co 
vulfed. I was fhocked — I will own 
you Iwa* terrified. I knew not wt 
ailed him — and fearing that he was n 
welly I put riiy hand upon his arm*, aj 
enquired wheie was his pain ? — Wou 
you believe that. this -obfequious. lov 






-:kr< 
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• — thi!ew from.hiqni with violence my 
hand, anA anfwercd, that I was his 
^ain^—Ahi £an I tell, you what I en- 
dured at that minute! — no, it is impof- 
fiblfti This was the firft rime I had been 
ufed harihly by, any one but my father 
—and as I loved my father, I could 
more eafily reconcile myfelf to his will: 
^-But here !-^yet I muft forbear to de- 
clare my hatred to a man, whom it is 
.my duty to refpedt. I will -proceed : 
. You, Maria, who know the timicf na- 
ture, of my temper, will fuppofe, that. I 
burft into a flood <>f tears on receiving 
fo .unkind arepxilfe;-^4?utthereyou.will 
miftake j my foul was tortured it is true 
—but my pride prevented my teftify- 
ing it by tears ; — I fighed indeed; from 

the 
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the hrtndft recefles of my heart, though 
I uttered- not a fyllable— not one re* 
proach. The Marquis turned - his .eye* 
towards me»fome- minute* after— -he be- 
held me an image of patience— of hli* 
mility— ^hewas touched with remorfe-- 
he fighed— he attempted foon ,to feize 
that hand, he had fo lately caft off with 
tiifdain-^but it was now my turn to 
Convince him that I had feeling j and I 
coldly endeavoured to difengage it from 
him. He threw his arms round me as 
I fat* " You -are offended my fweet 
Jove!' — I etttre&t jout pafrdon* — but 
your tear* at leaving your fatherVhoufe 
(or rather at coming with me) (hocked 
and grieved me — I refented it too harih- 
ly— <■ but come !-*-you will confefs I iad 

reafon." 



4*a&ft." *'Mf itllfrer was very ifiill, and 

very^ook T Hinfted that my marriage 

*»wr*<Jf ^bedfcnee would, I believed, 

'ke'oJtett tfrieSd-'bylnrti : that^ as long as 

'I 1 cbul& ; Qb!?ge him I wotild da it ; but 

'that if He ffypfetikPr could appear in* 

different at Meeting -witfr, or parting 

from my parents merely to gratify a 

'caprice oF-hiV Iwcittkt riok^&fy^l 

couldnorpmmife-him 1 8b&liehce 'there, 

I added, that my-ferifibittcy-h«d'-«ver 

been f my -greateft Hintaftifttifiei but I 

hoped ir%is fb c dii*6ted; • ate'rfever.'to 

'beetle' id 'ntcf-k 1 rtj^rfcachy • ^The 'Mar* 

WjmMAfclteA tfflrt'rinJglyftt *ie, .aiKipoo* 

irotrt^edhllf Articulately— half mot^ the 

name utf lAfcy* -« : I pretended '.to take no 

notice of this infult — and he has been 

very 
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very civil — verydiftant fiftce. Shall I 
confcfs that I am not forry for this 
change in his manner towards mc-- fhe 
careffesof ohe whom we behold with 
difgufl — but where does my pen carry 
me !— oh, jyb out that fentence from 
your memory? — I would now do it 
from the paper— -but you have charged 
me to let. the flips of my heart appear 
to you, as they are made,— Well then, 
it (hall go— but you mud inftru<5fc me 
how to command my feelings, even 
when I am fpeaking to a friend* 

I am going this evening to the Italian 
comedy. My good friend Madame De 
Sanfcerre is now in Paris, and is to be 
one of the party. Adieu, my Maria ! 

Victoria De Lausanke. 
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Victoria to Maria. 

MY life is at prefent a continual 
round of diflipation'; and with- 
out enjoying any of the pleafures which 
my hufband gives into with avidity, I 
am obliged to go through them all at 
the expence of health — reft — and peace* 
What a misfortune it is, my dear Maria, 
to be neceflitated to live with aperfon 
whofe turn of mind — whofe temper— 
whofe delights are fo widely different ! 
Our houfe is crouded with the veryteft 
company in Paris it is true ; but to have 
it always crouded, is terrible ! The 
Duke De Maurice is my fhadow *— he 
haunts me eternally. I am thought, it 
ieems, a beauty 5 and on that account 
i hear nothing but -flattery. Can they 
Voi. I. D fuj> 
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fuppofe, my Maria, that a pretty face — 
that an elegant perfiam, can only belong 
to a fool ? — If fo, I am treated as I ought 
to be: — but if otherwife, why am I not 
fpoken to in a ftyle, that my education 
would inftruft me to enjoy ? I am hear- 
tily fick of Paris, and all I have ffeen 
in it. Would I could bury myfelf in k 
fome remote corner of France, "For- 
getting and forgotten !" 

.There is a Madame La Bert here, 
who is handfome, witty, and much ad- 
mired. She has nothing that can re- 
commend her in my eyes. Her wit is 
too grofs for a delicate ear, and her vi- 
vacity borders on affurance. The Mar- 
quis is quite her cecifbeo, and fhe feems 
to enjoy his afliduities. To be plain 

with 



i 
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vwdcyou^/my .fledrMsxia* I fli&wid ]>c 
v'n&afy about; their intimacy 4&1& I love 
Laufanne. As it is— I caa qonfodc. my- 
fel£ but too cafily.— - 1 fay .£#/— rbecaufe, 
what I feel for him, is nbt.tfce jaffedion 
Ilhouidfeelfor ahwJband., : ,r - 
• THfc other night at a ball given by 
the Diike De Maurice, afterhaying danc- 
ed fome Engliffi dances, I found the 
room in which I was, too warm; and 
taking Madame: Dt Sanfceite -by .the 
arm, we walked into an apartment which 
appeared cooler than theirefty, from hav- 
ing, as we thought* rno .pcrfon&.in it. 
We had not advanced manytiftepsiwhen 
I heard a female voice %, ?*Ahs Mar-r 
quis ! — fhould you ever give me reafon 

^dpubtyouraddUyr^FKftraothjog,': 

; .: , D 2 re- 
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returned a man in Well 'known accer 
* c yon have charms fufficient no ate 
jne to you for ever." 

We proceeded qttite into die ro< 
ibon after this Ipeech, and 1 beheld \ 
Marquis De Laufattne, feated by t 
handfome La Bert, with one of! 
hands preffed to his lips, whilft His ai 
encircled her waift as fhe fat. I ftaift 
on perceiving really that thefe lovi 
were two I had reafon to know To we 
but we retreated from the fcenc, fafl 
than we had approached it : their conf 
fion was manifeft, and I left them to rec 
ver of it, tn what ever way they thong 
proper. Madame De SanfceTre feem 
more (hocked than myfelf. " My Vi 
toria," <ricd fhe, preffing my han 

" th 
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u that woman will be the ruin of your 
hufband, if reafon comes not to hii 
aid/' Ianfwerednou « Ah!" added 
my good friend, M the Duke De Cla- 
rence- has thrown away a pearl of inefti- 
mable; worth." Madame De Sanfcerre 
applied her hand to her eyes* As 
for my part, my affliction was more 
intolerable when I gave him my hand,, 
and found him .an. enraptured lover* 
I lamented now the badnefe of hi* 
morals-^ but indeed, rffcpdear Mari** 
Waxfcme La Bert I forgave with all 
my hearts V,- .. ;\ ■■ ' '.■ 

i A , 'gteater -rho^^ I 

endured fodn afie^/Thet^ukeDe Mau- 
rice, Cbmte De P&rt^'tKe Chevalier 
De Mondonouy Morifieiir De Mont- 
D 3 ville ; 



* 
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ville, Madame De SaHfcerce} two? x>theb 
ladies andmyfeif, were ftahdingup/ta 
dance, when 1 a. buz about the room 
of " how handfomehe js ! how elegant A 
what a man !" reached our ears— and 
curiofity fufpended for a 'while our de-* 
fire to begin the dance:. it was howe ? 
ver ungratified till, we finished; when I 
faw the Marquis De Palmeae, ; intto? 
duce to. the DukdJOe Maurice, the 
handfome -Cboue De Soligriac ; . whonj 
yau may Temerpber ; tOL/have been Lucy's 
boforti friend; » He had j uft. left Italy, 
$nd parted with this friend, .,-j He ar- 
rived; ia^Jferifc tfc^t jxiqwiiijg, and >the 
Marque DcrPaiijn^ne brought hiqi with 
him tt> ^his hall .given by the.j mq(l 
magnificent and, elegant man in Paris * 

I Rood 
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I flood near the Duke as he advanced. 
Ah, my God! — when I beheld him-rri 
what did I not feel 1 fhame-rrconfufioffli 
■ — horror !— -he looked at me— our eyes 
met — I threw mine down as confeiam 
of guilt: he fhortly after came up to 

me. fC Well, charming Viftofra- 1" 
cried he, €€ I congratulate you orryotrr 
nuptials— I heard of them but* this 
morning— *he news had ncft arriv^Jfii 
Italy whefi I left it: alas l-^I wiflfifift 
had — I have an unforttiAate friefflJih^fi?, 

m madam> who willftafcd in ; *fl#d^o#fc*f*e 
confolation when lie \&*vi it tt\**\ flar- 
ing this fpeech I had riot doGta^ to 
look at Solignao— -my *ye^w<fr& '^xed 

, on the ground, and tfcaf^'feli from 

them in abundance. The Comte feemed 

D 4 * almoft 
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almoft as *mueh afR&ed as myfelfl 
He took -my hand~hr drew me apart 
from the reft of thexrompany. cc How 
comes it > fair Vi&oria, that thofe vows 
which you made Ltrzy, arid which were 
regiftered in heaven, have been broken 
through by you with contempt — and 
fcattered to the winds ? Ah, Woman, 
woman!"- sodded the: gentle -Solignac, 
y who can fathfaii the depth of thy dif* 
Emulation — of thy profound art ! who 
could fuppofe that, in this too beauteoui 
form, a fajfe — nay !n-*a cruel heart w«* 
depofited ! I am perhaps too warm I—* 
but when I *efle& upon the worth— 
the injured worth of my Luzy — I can- 
not promife to fpeaktoyou in the lan- 
guage of foftnefs," " My Lord," cried I, 

hurt 
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hurt at what h? bad ; &&/<*&£ covered 
with confufion/ "'Warnc me net toe* 
ralhly — to-morrow youfliaO receive a 
letter from me — my _ unhappy fate ftall 
there be told- — (hall be explained too* 
juftly J Retire my Lord— my emotion: 
h obferved— think better <>f me—and 
ah, remember,— -I hare a father whpfe 
commands *re abfolute.** This, my 
Maria; I thought I owed to the rec- 
titude of my own heart— to my long 
and fincere friendship - for SpjBgpg^i: , 
I knew him whe# I* had ; « nef¥r fett 
Ldzy— -and LuzyV Ultima^ with bkfa 
did- not* abate the-afdotir 3 of my eileem. 
for Solignac. — Oh ! when I look back. 
, n ■ . . i . pardcia. ibeL-f?l;wiJLl notforget 
thatl Ma^ewiie v of J^b&anc.; .. 
' / D 5 After 
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. Afte£ fpeaking to the Comte,j I jrgr 
tired from t^eball. My agitations were 
violent i -my : foul feemed oppreffed with 
a weight of woe — I, threw n^yfelf into 
my carriage, and; was .-broyghjt; home 
more dead than alive.- Nanpette, as 
Jhe undreffpd me, often wiped away the 
torrents of tears that fell .from my eyes, 
and the poor % creature coulji fcarcely 
reltrain her fobs : at that time I w^s ^1- 
moft infenfible of my fituation — but re- 
flection has fince painted it to me in its 
true colours. Wfyat could Nannette 
have fyppofed l^rrbut no, matt?rrr*Nan- 
iiette, I fear, gueffes too pruiythe qaufe 
of all my griefs* . ... , : 

' Asfoon as I had difmifled my wo- 
man, I retired to my clofct* and there 

penned 
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penned the following,. Wile* tx> the 
Comte. -. -i 

To the Cmte Db. Sougnac* ; : : ;> 

r 

i •■/*■; :. 

WHAT can I fay, my Lord, in ex-' 
tenuation of a fubjeft, that has been thtf 
caufe of all my forrows, without afting 
jmronfiftently with that duty,' ^ to fahrchf 
I have fo largely facrificed ?-^My fa- 
ther — my hufband— -how will they 'ap- 
pear to the amiable Solignac, if'th£ 
daughter—the wife accufes the x m of crtfT 
elty and indelicacy ?— AH, my I^ord!^ 
that heaven which bore fblemn witfteft? 
to the. vows I made Luzy, cah jtrftrfjr 

me from the chai-ge of 'fclfeniefc eV'dtf? 
.-."•■ • D 6 fimulation 
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fumilation~-*hofe vows are (till invk>^ 
lated by my heart — but my filial — my 
trembling obedience fubmitted to the 
harfh commands of a parent — and I was 
dragged eh tmwillirig vi6tim to the 
•altar with Laufanne. What remains, 
more for me to fay ?— -nothing — but tt> 
aJTure you* that though my poor heart 
rebels againfl: this tyranny — my duty to 
the Marqui*— the virtue of my foul 
will forbid me to behold again a man 
whom I know to be too amiable— too elo- 
quent for the repofe of that peace* 
triuch. ray, innocence alone can now en- 
fure me^ Ta God — and to you my 
friend, I hope I fhall Hand acquitted 
for my marriage with the Marquisr — 
and my determination, never to fee Luay. 

more* 
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more— Alas, poor LuzyT—my hpart 
bleeds for the pangs thou wilt endure* 
when thou heareft that Victoria has be- 
trayed thee to thy rival! — Ah, my 
Lord, could I add thofe pangs to the 
fufferings that already corrode my bo- 
fbm — Luzy fhould hot even figh at 
nfy remembrance ! Adieu, amiable, ge- 
nerous Solignacl be ever aflured of my 
friendlhip. 

After I had fealed it I became more 
compofed — I had indeed owned to him* 
that the Marquis was not the obje& of 
riiy choice ; but I had fworn to refpedt 
him as my huflband — to preferve to- 
wards him my fidelity $ that thought 
gave me comfort, and* I went to bed 
with more content than I had done for 

many 
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many nights. The next morning I 
difpatched Nannette with it to the 
Comte, and fhe brought me back thefe 
lines : 



"TOO amiable — too unfortunate 
Vi&oria — I feel your fufferings, I ap- 
plaud your virtue! Solignac, weeps 
over your affliction, and in that one 
word, comprehends the everlafting de- 
fpair of his friend. I will leave Paris: — 
it is become odious to me. I can hear 
of nothing but the name of Laufanne, 
inftead of that of Clarence. You are 
the admiration — the envy of this city. 

Beware of the duke de Maurice ! 

i 

De Solignac. 9 * 
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" Beware of, the Duke De Maurice !' ' 
repeated I to myfelf— yes, my good 
friend, I will fyeware of his art — of his 
flattery. At that moment, the Marquis 
entered my drefling room; I bluflied 
a& his appearance, for I ftill held So* 
Mgnac's letter in my hand. The Mar- 
quis is a polite man, and a fafhionable 
htjflband — he enquired gallantly about 
my health* and hoped all the billetdoux I 
received were di&ated with, ail - thq/t 
elegancy my beauty had a right to 
command. I put the letter in my pocket, 
and aflbred him, I neither received* or 
wiftied to receive a billetdqux. Kfe 
fmiled,. and, tapping my cheek, ex- 
claimed, cc What ! — not from the 
Duke ?" I bjjrft into tears — the mention 

Of 



©f his name new alarmed me.. "Ah, 
my Lord!" dried' I, "I d<J not like 
the Duke— -I deteft Paris^—fuffer me to; 
retire for a little while to your ftefc 
at Laufaime." The Marquis « hummed! 
a tune— paufed— then looking at me 
ferioufly, he exclaimed, u Why,, ma* 
dam> you are at liberty to go where 
you pleafe— I do not find it convenient 
myfelf - to leave Paris-— but that h am 
fere will be ft'o objection fa your doing, 
fo. Adieus my timid— r>pretty — prudent 
Marchioneffr-~*ake^ care that the -fight 
ef a 1 billeedeutx does not throw you into 
an irrecoverable -fit ! ,r 

The Marquis left me in a ftate of 

mind — in a difpofif ion of foul my pen. 

frould not, if it couW, defcrfbe. Fare- 

* * well* 
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well, I am fummoned to receive the 
company who are to celebrate in a ball 
here, this night, the birth day of the 
huflband of your friend. Ah unhappy 
day ! what did it not portend to the 
deftiny of your 

Victoria \ 



The Comte De Luzy, to the Comtc 
De Solignac. 

T HAVE fittle to fay to you, my 
-*• friend — I have nothing more to do, 
with the world. Vi&oria be Clarencj- 
is married — my father laft night breathed 

bii 
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his laft — there is no other circumftanc* 
that can affe£fc me ! 

. I fhall call on you at Paris to take 
of you an embrace, that ftiall qt^# 
more be repeated* I am unfit for fo- 
ciety— -my foul is torn with a thoufand 
confliding paffions — I am- wilder than 
madnefs itfelf — I am fiercer than aia~ 
v *ge ! grief harmonizes not my mind 
—it is all tumult-r-difcord— and de£- 
pair ! — Oh Vi&oiia I my foft, my gen- 
tle npiftrefs I — but I forget my injuries*. 
*-^Solignac I am coming-r-meet me at 
Palmene's. I fhall enter Paris without 
attendants — without parade. One day 
—one night will I give to friendfhip 
—and then forget that fuph a wretch 
exifts as 

Luzr* 




ThirH^RMIT of th^ROCK. 67 

- > V I CT &R1 a to MaiC* A. 

Yname is the general topic of 
Paris, and with it. is joined that of 
the Dujte De Maurice. My hufband fees 
his atteption — his affiduity to. me — he 
encourages them by telling the Duke 
ifl_a h#lf. feughing ftrain, thai perfe 
yerancfi aJone } c^cpnqjur my beprt : he m- 
fultsme after^ ma whiiper, by prophe* 
eying h^s fyecefs. Can a man be fo 
loft to aU fentiment — nay, ^— jc*a ": he 
be; >fo regardlcfe of /his awn honor, as 
to fuffer clofe lj$ge, Jtq pomade .to hi$ 
wife's virtue ? 'tis horrible I, J jreat the 
Duke, with a degree, of coldnels and 

1 referve, 
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referve, which awes him into refpedt — 
and the Marques with ai> aur of con- 
tempt which his folly and his immoral 
character infpire. Ah> my Maria, can I 
help it ?-*£t is in vain that I have fliewa 
Laufanne proofs of my obedience— it 
is in vain my having feemedto : regard 
him as my Lord and huftand! L Lau* 
fanne is weak — is conceited — is wick- 
ed : the afFe&ron of * virtuous- wotfiai* 
has no charms fo^himi lam fce£fe&± 
fcd whole weeks for a' ikt df ^irretchesj, 
whofe very names carry with them an 
idea of infamy.' His heahh^hifc L for- 
tune 1 are yieKfed'up^to therri, r ahd he 
never returns to nit, but ta erijoyi' at 
the experice of my peace, J a xonftapt 

round 
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round of company and difiipation at 
his bwji.houre^ 

At a fuperb fiipper given laft night 
fey. Madame De Sanfcerre* the Duke 
De Maurice placed himfelf on one fide 
bF me; and the elegant Marquis De 
Palmene oh the other. The Duke en- 
ddkvcmred to gain my attention by the 
mbft refined gallantry. The Marquis 
indeed poffefled it, becaufe I knew his 
flattery was merely affumed to prevent 
t he dangerous Maurice from having op- 
portunities of forwarding his fint. ~ The 
Duke looked chagrined at: my prefer- 
ence of the Comte-«-Palmenfe regarded 
it hot> but feemed to encreafe in po* 
litenefs, in wit, and pleafurc, 

" You are a -happy man, Marquis V* 

cried 



7 o The HERMIT o* ?mb;ROCK. 

cried the jealous. -Maurice, . oh feeing 
him fallen my bracelet which had flip? 
ped. "And I am not infenfible to my 
happinefs," replied the gallant Palme* 
ne, and carried my hand to his lips. 
The Duke arofe — he was violently agi- 
tated — he walked from me to conceal 
his refentment — but returned foon witk 
a more placid countenance. He pro^ 
pofed vingt-un, I confented to make 
one, in order to engage him at cards, 
and to prevent his tormenting me with 
a converfation in itfelf too particular, 
and too gallant for a virtuous ijiarried 
woman to attend to, without an infring- 
ment on that line of delicacy which I 
have lain down as a rule for my con- 
duct. We played — the party was large 

—I won 
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—I won at the beginning, -but I got 
up a very confiderable lofer. I loft to 
tWb "Englifh gentlemen in particular 
(ftrangers to me, whom I had never 
beffore feen) fifty Louis— I jiad not fo 
much about me. The Duke offered 
his purfe — I would not accept of it. 
c< My Lord," faid I to one of thofe gen- 
tlemen, " you do not leave Paris before 
to-morrow morning I hope !" He affur- 
ed me that be jhould not j — but were be 
to do fo, it would be of no confequence — 
wben be returned, be would remember 
that the Marchionefs De Laufanne was 
bis debtor, and be would do bimfelf the ho- 
nour to remind ber of it in perfon. I 
thanked him, but feeing at that mo- 
ment the Marquis De Palmenc, who 

approached 
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approached and offered n*e the fum, I 
accepted it, and difcharged thefe debts 
of honour. The Duke was now abfo- 
lutely in a rage — he looked fternly at 
the Marquis — he viewed me with an 
air of indignation : he drew near, and 
whifpef ed, " You have fuffered^Madam, 
in my efteem — you are loft in my opi- 
nion. If you prefer that odious figure, 
have delicacy fufficient to keep your 
taftelefs amour a fecret from the world. 
A lover's purfe you can ufe freely — 
that of a friend's you difcard." 

He paufed for want of breath — his 
paflion deprived him of it. I afilimed 
an air of chilling haughtinefs — I arofe 
from my feat — I turned full upon him— 
and with a look of mingled indignation 

and 
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and contempt .eHckimedi "Pray, my 
Lord, how long is it fince your, grace 
has* taken into your hands the reins of 
ro Y ^government ?— I like no man as a 
lpver but . my hufband -r- you leaft of 
all." r turned #vay. — My air— *my man- 
ner: froze him., He was flruok into 
filence. -^He threw himfelf on a fofa 
that was near— * while I flipped out of 
the room^ and stepping into my car- 
riage,' I got home without enduring 
more either from his officious gallan- 
try, or from his infulting jealoufy. He 
has been twice here this morning — I 
have excufed mylelf \ from feeing ' him. 
He. is of all men the moft dangerous — 
elfe why Soligoac's caution ! It has given 
mg an averfion to the Duke that is per- 
r Vol. I, E -haps 
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haps iinjuft~yet it is fefe, arid Tdo not 
argue, agaioft it. . : t ' * % 

The Comte De SoEgnac, I : find, tor 
not left Paris:-^ he came hitherjuffcnair 
with Madame De Sanfcerre, who has- 
preffed me to go with her to-morrow 1 
to her Chateau, which is fifteen miles 
from this city, Iamto-fpend'with her 
three days that are, £he feys, to-be de* 
dicated ta friendship alone. cc Front 
the buttle of Paris, my dear," feidfee^ 
preffing my hand, cc you ■ will ; have 
leifure to recover thofe charmings looks, 
which care and fatigue have caffr a dbud 1 
over." Madame De Sanfcerre viewed' 
me at that moment with eyes of compaf-' 
fion. My hufband ? s libertine life is 
well known, and (be pities me fincere- 
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ly. I £Mmifed to gb wfthlieh f>olig- 
n*c is tb be with us. 

The Marquis Le Laufanrie left Paris 
fame days ago with Madaihe La Bert, 
and many others — ■ they are gone on 
a pirty of pleafure. Poor Madame 
La Bert!-— if lhe depends upon the 
fidelity of her lover, {he will be too 
credulbus ; every pretty opera finger in 
the metropolis can claim a title to his 
heart, by putting on a: few of* thofe 
artful blandiflimcrits, iMiitK have" often 
taken in unwary youth. Laufanne is 
however old enough to feVriife fallacy of 
fueh allurements — but hi'sftftly — ■ or 
his lovt of the molt unfroithy of our ; 
ft* (which you pleafe)* is too power- 
ful to fiiffer any motive whatever to 
E 2 ' with- 
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withdraw him from tfiqm. He will 
not return I hope before my ( vifit to 
Madame De Sanfcerre has been paid. 
If he fhould, I fhall be ilpbraidfcd for 
being out of the way when his com- 
pany ought to be. received. . I am un- 
happy, my dear Maria — indeed I am J , 
and where is the balm that can relieve 

my diftempered foul ? Ah, Luzy* 

Luzy ! — had fate permitted 

You may perceive I give ipto amufe- 
nqents — you may alfo perceive I fuffer 
the moil trifling fubjefts to engrofs my 
pen. — I fing — I talje— - 1 dance — it is 
all in vain* beljievie me. The image of 
Luzy is ever prefent to nay view/ is 
ever prefent in my heart. — After 
fpending nights of the utrooft inqui- 
etude— 



fctude — J — after wandering with hmi 
'in tferrific dreams, amfdftfcenes' of Blood 
_ j &n4 hottdt -^'1 arife — I haften on a 
;«a^l|Ul #y to ch^el - i" ; prof- 
\tdtc ntfyfelf* at 1 the 'foot oif the' Sacred 
altar — I entreat for patience, refigna- 
tiotf Arid - fortitude t&'ovtrcotnt a paf- 
fioft that became criminal when I mar- 
ried his rival; — Ah, my M&ria ! — 
kibes 'krif'r <3dd ^banHbn ir\&> ^— elife, 
why >when I -fife fttitri my kriees~d'oes 
my hisartftillwarinJy beat — ftill heave v 
fome fighs off egret for the amiable 

— the loft Luzy ?* My loved Luzy 

-= — if I miy * yet dare to : call thee fo 

— think not too harlhly of rhe* — Re- 
membep>that-you-have often told me, 
"* Otxis aft of filial obedience* was worth 

E 3 more 
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firvncnjo'cJocfc-in- hpr rl peft-SoWSfr/ Hfcd 
we fet off immediatdy.'iftr->thhf'«lfegifk 
and tpaptiful Spot* ^^qb .*Wb<tenoS:De 
Sanfcerr^ .adorns. .with, c^eryj^hamiixif 
nat\fl?c.y';;Pur jppiftqjr gwaswimft*; gaji, 
and ;ha#py r -.Wcbawivwki tibixb jAx 
o , clojck.aj;,th^flftd qfrtblaad t tbo^ririaajS- 
der ,of the;: d*iy wais fpsnt jihi ft ^manner 
the inoft, agr^afclej.A^t cGuteLJaai de* 
■vi^d* ; : . ; SKsn rsmtWaie I walkacb*!*- wfc 
placed: on tlw^ftritjintoinpcnfejtliifii 
our, voices, aided tHfc hatnfbnjrqfMiiofc 
.founds,.. which, we clrew. fnoimounkites; 
Solignac was quite, rhimfdf;* and Mar 
dame De Sanfcfcmriloft.iooc^ufiiiiibnc 
momeitt, her jcharradog aJidjMicate/arir 
vacity. Towards the* dufk of the even- 
ing, fhe propofed that we fhould viftt 

her 
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Ker temple confecrated to Diana. It was 
fituated' in- the thickefl: part of a de- 
lightful wfcod, ' about a mile from the 
fcbufe. hi ftru&ure*. without was mag- 
nificent; arid it J Was 'fitted up with every 
Chdrm of ^ elegant fmi^Iibity. Upon the 
Wp'gfitte'reda're^leridant'crefcent, and 
tipbti v thte door were thefe words in- 

fcriMd:*'\ : ■ ' •..■■""' - 1 ' >"*' 

:y:-,:y: it,: .- '■':'< rf-; ;«■■■ ? j : : ; , ■ 
€€ Traveller, enter without fear, 

f innocence, Chaftfty arid' Virtue/ . 

-:.: i* ^>HereTeHde." ! fr ' : - ' * 

We entered— refrefhmerits were pre- 
pared — but we Taw not a Toul-^very 
faUfextafitponing— and rfeemed to have 
beerf^ekeciitei'by ^ f6me* IriVifibJe, foitibV 
magical Wind. Solignat' tobk a German 
flutfc thatt"lqr : A^iK-^f^dffiie- -He 'Saiif-* 
E 5 cerre 
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cerre accompanied it with ier voice; 
The moon now began to affume us em* 
pire over the njghx, and with. it$ clear 
and foftxefulgency darted its rays upon 
the Tenjplc rlwas affe&cd — my ho 
fom beat with the moft delightful fen* 
iutions. The beauty of the uighfr— the 
tranquility that reigned diroughout — 
but mod of all, the harmony . of the 
founds which Sanfcerre and Solignac 
filled the toopi with, occasioned I know 
not what in my fowl, and I burft into 
a flood of tears — Solignac arofe* and 
took hold of my hand. 

" Charming Viftori^ " cried he wfck 
emotion, Cf your gentle br eafl acknow- 
ledges the power of virtuous fenlibility.. 
I have. enefaxe\i*to alk o£ ^ou, whick 

if 
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jiWr^^^yi . jste^-koitow, I would 

. , Jyl^^me J> S&o&ecre, *t that in* 
ft^V' »^4 mw iomz -dr©p* that fell 

f^ of; 4ierprod<ioce^5t>thfir regard for 

r-4s fw^iilarto^d;^ this fejiou* Intro^ 
^W^ontr^I -Jtaggffd ofj&em^to f^ak;. 
tA&Mtactffyf^^ would 

nae ^ srtt^Wkt W the *amfc) -"my 
friendJLtWjr is abewt *o. leaVc France 
fc^e«r-4Tcifi noy he re fee wifhes to 
bid you a» eternal: adfcii: fife has loft 
-^isii^^he:hilUefthi^Vi6torkrwhat 
£ 6 thea 
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then has>*hfc r w<6rlid ihfto*feWhj&fr4fefca» 
prize !-^D*eje^edr^cfpairi«g-4ftiifei4v 
ble — he entreats you to adrnk-Jitm^oiKje 
more to youjsprefence-— to "ftfflfetf ' him 
at your fe$t to pour [Gilt ap-pfrayer fot 
yourrepbfe. : ¥*t^-4# yotf (torifehtjWt 
— if you - can dotrbt o£ ? 'dU( puHt? of 
thofe fentiments which you h^efetowtt 
fo tongwif ybu<can M^6fchi&4i<&nwu$ — 
he. wjll atevesieek thig^rft^thi^^b^ 
at^em$ni*-ffae will qui^France-^4^ \^ill 
leave Madame De Sanfcerre's ^hdofe^ 
withcmt d#ri#g touisrydQJnXQJ^i'pre- 
fence. JU#zj[> iW§tl^qpw :j &^gl^J:(>m- 
fort^wi^^ryj^igj/^lfjfor eyer.in Tome. 
obfcure ^;corner.of &eg\obgr-r(w remote. 
from the facietyof all he lipids dear." ', 
.He pagi^y: §*^^ 

i ■ hand- 
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agitated. Madame* C>e~Sanice¥ire tbtik 
myhaacl./ -f. a "! ^.. ...: . "•:.: v «..--" 

vr« Wbtild'f; ddyotitttiiilc'rnrVifto- 
rte/* fttid'ftfe, ! «We any'ftqtjefr'W 
y««»^that' v cdtiM tie^r^atdrptcv ybfir 

feeert • ydu^fnena-^ro'r Wld I ' "haW 
IW&^dtt°&fc ! <?ntrei#, J &fttfeThaVe l 
bdSlAoaitf^c^eaStihK'a^y : fi8je&"-'aF 
tfy%ttf.> -;H<* ikfe Fra#e t&nW-' 
&*&%£ ; <<mbaVKs : ^'Mattijiie<!H- : w'fc 3 
«^4Ae*d»AowTSBi6r*-iifti 'Reftfe 1 

yet remaining— a ttfHigW{)¥&&e^ : be- > 
fete $*HP*-aP lift foolc toWaraVW cen- 
tre of^Mi-happmefs." x: - : " ' ■'"' ,! 
-" Madatftt' Dc Sbn'fcerre Wpt 'bitterly' 
: t«-.ovr * —I con- 
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moft dr<^fo*j)$rpk»«£,i.; 

" Ah, my friends !" I at length «» 
cl^ji^ « jbg ; not , )«^ p^ty for fcuzy 
iavolw, .me v jn, *h* : fad &fo&JP»V«tfC 
h,ay^i$ /a$e4 W9B^W*y oWftfe} tfc& 
dcficate j*ni|im#nff wihjch Jteu&ni*,}** 
a right tor ekij» ^pmjpje,*— If LMigld 

of J£*> ^4^ ajidgdj Vs ft th« fa.^ 
timet^^gjjpjp^f 4«KK*hf afUSv*£ 

of W^,mjJfp^y9^:~-\,.<iii: '• -•• :■'■»•< 

A xoifer** weU, Ju^f i* Jiojfife . gfc 

that moment* ifFued&w»<a<dift»ie,f>ajlx 

of tjhe Teazle,, an^sf<>mum$ sbcfe- 

words : 



T*« HERMIT a* the ROCK, fo 
words : " Solignac— I charge thee prefs 
her no farther — perhaps Ac. is rjght t 
tell her, Luzy will bkfe her to the lateft 
minyte of his life." 

. I .ftarted from the arms pf my frigid 
— I^la^edsmyhands togetterw^ fer- 
vor, and fell feafeki^j^ ,my f Ifn^es^^^ 
what became of me for a fhort while. 
I know not— but when L , recovered. I 
foupdmyfelf cm a fofa near the window^, 
and my two friends leaning anxioufly 
oyer i^e* 

(C Eear nothing, Madam/' cried So- 
Ugn^e, , " y*u J(baU not be longer .pw> ; 
fecutad.T-Thepopr wetck wa* detaiae^ 
by j^c till jrfji&night, in hopes, of feeing, 
you. Eaq^i&cr$flfiCft&^ 
fificeJ algnc «aa the caufe of ^mi for- 
get 
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gethf irifoir e^er, "frAo has hopefefsly afpir- 
ed tt^yolif frien€(fiiip/~ *£o&e, charm- 
ing Vidtbria, ' jtofkfa : yourfelf : think no 
more of this interruption of our hap- 
jiiiieft— tiuzy ' will leave— nay*, 'is per- 
haps ^gofte'fcy itts tfrrie, and : your ^'deli- 
cafe ' Vi^tufe ai wili no r -l6rigd- J be ehckih- 



ii\.;Cii *> ' .v. :v, :,: ;.* :..,;.! ;,«..; 

* Cruet oolignac! exclaimed I witli 

-j?.dini. : ;>rb it;iti *;io1 i, jLj "a'iAu:i~\\l.'. 
Heart-rending forrow. u Cruel oolig r 

nac'f^'and' toy 'tears told* ill. - l V 

cc Grieve no more, my dear Victoria/ 

fiftf ^Madame-^ISa^cbltg] » if you 

think no ftibie'bf thiiAihhic&y fbheme£ 
2nd perplex yourfclf no furdieh" 
" I pSfofcd a fcW' moments— I arofe 
c) from 
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the room in fom^'c 1 on%^6 , n— aVfehgtn 

^fie r&ecmiiof t^'^oh^^lftlct'cione 

•"hitn/ Vutitfed at b*nCe il iri i & my mind," and 

the cruelty of prohibiting him ' this 

'trifling' retkmpce 1 m8ck v e'tf^nel— I 

erittekCtered to ^re^are mf Toul ] to r& 

ceive 'him-J-I' reiolv-etf to behold him 

as mjpfriert<£ ind to fc&riiffr tKe~ide : a of 
ibJbld b:or/xu i>or?: ilom I xfo:nv/ xi: 

cc There is nothing more to be cbn- 
■«^*"-»& f^i^^he^oMift^b^er. 
^Ttfllyour friertd, my Lord, th&'l ttti 
Vftffrfgto fee 1 him— that V diftre t6 
MiIpatfeW : ^ 
xVarcT^hfrn, HvKicfr ke z maf%ppo£ ?6 
fcavelb'eSn fajdridas. ! Corifcioiii tif ifiy 
Wh inm>cchce : iir afferrting to this' ih- 
' u J f terview, 



92 The HEfcMIT of tub ROCK. 

eyfcs fixed on each other — tears werfe 
511 the "eloquence we ufed— arid furely 
they told mofe than all the language 
-in the wofrld could have expreffed ! 
Afi& foittt Kiinbtes. I endeavoured to 
fpeaki 

J: cc My tiord — my Lord," — cried' I 
■ fcl I could go no farther — <- the 
fbtind died upon my lips. He threw 
Tfimfelfat my feet. • Tri that one hu- 
*n\ite/ my Maria, 1 I forgot my vows at 
'the altar— 1 'beheld Luzy as the objeft 
of my moft ardent love— as the "Lord 
of all my wifhes — I funk upon his bo- 
fom In a flood of grief-r-he clafped me 
' in his arms — our fighs— our fob's— our 
tears were intermingled.' At % latt I be- 
gan tp refleft* (though in the embrace 

of 
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of Lfizy) th^t I owed, to the Marquis : 
De Lavfanne ,a far different condtift — 
that my duty^^my, delicacy — fliouldfor r 
bid me to.io,dulge Lpzy in iuch prdofs '» 
of- tendernef9< That notion fufficed— .- 
I d^agagedmyiUCfrom his $rms,;and 
ftroyg-'ito T a{Tume a more; compofedj a 
more determined air. Luzy forgot not, * 
for *an . injftant^ the /efpefit due to my 
c^a£tqrr-rdp£ ; to my virtue— -he fuf- 
fered me to, quit his embrace-— and kiffed, r 
my hand as a proof of his obedience; _ 
"My Lord," cried I with a voice * 
almoft inarticulate, " yoy fee . befpre 
you ^n unhappy weak w^m^n.^-rAfter . 
what: has pafjq^, I nped wz fay, that : 
you are; and ever will be; the objeftof- 
my affedtibn,^— 4 father's ftern com-r • 

mands . 
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mandi— *- a hufbaitaPg fights; have ren- 
dered thi^paflSoil nCHloftg*r Irirtdcrtrf— 
I muft ertdeavoui* ta fubcKi£ te— I muft 
rdbiir* rt> behold yot* no mbfe; Fare- 
well, too amiable Luzy J° added I, 
almoft ftiffcd with my {brtotar, cc forget, 
renounce, me for eVer !" '-* Lifty once 
more threw his arms aroimd me; 

cc Renounce you P f eKcfiimed he; 
"- aH, teach mc hW !°' and Ke prefltetf 
me ta his bofom. " : Fbrget you ! ,r 
After fome mordents paufe, u May that 
hour be mylaftl— — -No, moft adored 
Vi&oria, I- will only promift that Whibh 
I '-know- 1 can perform — I conffeht tti 
bi»ifh<myfelf fefc ever from ydtt^figfitf 
— will-tfrat fetisfy^ your cruelty ?^-*wiIl 
that cOnteftt? your inexorable virtue #' 

— 1 wept 
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— f Vfeptr— he went on. ■ a Every mo- 
ment thatf'l&y is bKIs— But tfiat dread- 
ful one ftilift arrived at laft, which will 
fbr ever Teparate us ! — I promifed only 
a reto Rearing friihutes to trouBle you 
±±V will keep td my word—I will v tear 
lTTyfelffroTti thee/*— fie pfefled me 
fafter in his arms.-^ cc Vi&oria," cried 
he, "'Adieu!"— yet (till he motioned 
n6t t6 depart.— ^ One Taff kifs !" addecf 
ti*d— and he took' z thoufand.^— It was 
how, my dear Maria, that I felt' 
the imprudence of my Behaviour-I told 
Luzy that I did feel it, arid that his abi* 
f&iec'was how aBfolutely neceilafy^— He 
— arofc he Beggedme to pardon Kim— he. 
kneeled 1 again, and implored from hea- 
ven its choiceft bleffings on me. 

"Well, 



,"Wel.U |^adam f " if cried : li<i wbily a 
tremulous jgnd. forrpwful a^cejxty/'iy.ou, 
now behold me about to take of you 
an eyerlafting adieu.— To-rtiorrQw. I 
embark for Martinico— to-morrow, dear. 
Vidtoria"—*- and he preffed my haadjto 
his heart— cf * to-morrow will- be the 
laft day which will fee me in France !" 

"Luzy/* replied I in an agony q£ 
grief, "our cruel fate commands of 
us this feparation. I will not diffuade 
you from your purpofe, but will en- 
deavour to imitate your virtue. Adieu, 
my beft, my deareft friend TV and I 
threw myfelf into his arms; ^adiey fpr. 
ever; Victoria's heart. may bre^— hut 
her duty — her virtue forbid that tyfr 
ihould complain.*' . 

After 



After many cfitbrafce*— after a tor- 
rent, of tear*— and a rtfti^eft "of figfa 
*^-wc tore ourfelves from each other. 
• — Solignac condufted his frt6«d fitert* 
my fight — and Madame Dd'&an&erne 
haftened to relieve my ingu&tr. ; Wteh 
1 beheld hfer,-I S/hmg-rtiy hands in ff- 
lence — I wept upon her bofbitt.«^Msr- 
dame De Sanfcerre talked me into cbrri- 
« pofure— and reafoned— 4*iid' fytfipathfzeH 
*ith ! m'e by turn*. Sobn aftef SoJI^- 
rvae c*me back with tearful- eye$i" artd 
informed us that the Marquis De Pal- 
mtm: and Liwy had fetdff for Bott&eaax 
: iteat Moment) /ronl wKfttee Lt&^tas to 
efflte&db the ftdtt^y^e^hV^ "AXi ftfci- 
vteh'-*afe fcWfed <5^ bfe'his pibte^bn ! 
#^wh« Will bctofne «f tiie, if \fcrdugh 
:':;V*ri. L F my 
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top unhappy..fi«je:hft-&ovldbe;lodt?— 

■ phi- hwrid^ickaJ-r-oruel fuggeftlon I •■ 

i ,■ ^id now,, iny ds&r Maria, .what will 

,you. think of me ?~*what will you lay 

to all this ■?—■ you will call ipy bcha- 

.yiour w^a^c— ,you may perhap* think 

nie wanting in delicacyr-dg not fappofe 

the.UtteD-^1 could. not : bear that, you 

fljould hol^me, deficient in the gresteft 

charm of .woman. — Put your&if into 

xpy .fituatkjn, ipnagine that yoj* n b$baid 

, Lindpr^a despairing loverj undone. Jt>y 

vQur if cruelty. — Your^fiklg, hfiW 

wqv)&, reach $9 ^ 3 hand.pf- gtifcrr 

notr ^jncorpp^t^lft.^iih riaiftStiMel 
—if itif^owjoft>>y^^ 
, , I aip itUl at H*&mz Pfl S4hicerr^> 

tfcpugh 



tfayugh av#djf ihnutvl jflwp ibutosnere^fes 
roy affli&ioa,* ; I. walk towards that fatal 
Temple, andJbeh^idlhkn, in idea* vhom 
my foul loveth. — I hear his voice in 
every wind — L hear his ftep in the ruft> 
ling of every leaf — this place nourifhes 
this deftru&ive poifon — I mull fly 
-from -it— yet -wMther-fhalfr f~fty ^=*ah/ 
my God ! is it to the houfe of Laufan- 



ne? 



I am determined to fet off this night 
for v Part* -?- 1 ' have t§ld ' Mtutatie Be 
Saofcerre of my intention, flie and So- 
lignap will aecompM? m$— they are 
$l:got»d*teft* ;*nd, kindly bear with iny 
wotopj^.Q^prke?. 5 C] 
i Mm, toy M^ia.-^I have wriefita 
*tefH%-voto«^ f ^Ps'potr chide me in 
ivo F i your 
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your next:~I .aitii hor'well^I am not 
propf againft thefe ills of fofttine^- 



againfi: thy difpleafure ' leaft of all. .' 

•■■■■■••• Jj.i^n; i? 



. # i •■ 



Victoria Pe Lausanne* 



;;, b " ■ ir, '•■', < ri ;VJi V"{{ v. 



■ ; - ; - ' ■ ■. \:s 

:)i - Victoria to Iv^aiua* . i ' | 

LljNpOR pfefeated toe With youf 
letter yeftcrclav, *ny 'dear Maria 4 
All I Can fay in anfwer to it isj that 
your friendfhip is my gf eateft blcffingi 
zfifi that, your part of a Cenfor* takes 
not- frorp you that of indulgence. and 
humanity* At the moment you point 

OOt 
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out a folly, you fofcen it by your pity; 
and ihew, by your judgment; how to 
re&ify it* I rejoice that I pbflefs luch 
a friend as my Maria, and while "K&? 
ven will fpare her to me > I cannot be 
totally, unhappy. if. 

When Lindor was prcfented to me> 
JLtois immerfcd in a crowd— our^houfe_ 
was full of company.: He approached 
mc with #11 that grace . and elegance 
fo natural to hirft;-~but what was above 
all, with, a look of fenfibility in which 
I read his' pity for ydur '/neiid; Afy 
affe&ion for Lindor, was alwayi: great 
— btft I thought I vxvet loved him. 
motfe than at that inftariti '"THe Mar- 
'quis.De'L.' V. — -attended him to me, 

aad;tt)l3Tne in, a whifper that his friend 

Huoq u-r; Mr- .;„...■ • , 

F 3 Lindorj, 



Ijihdory ht(j>6tcawd] ws ;^>mtt6fe 
ttffe6ted tO'ipeafc, but- chat in the A>i£rfe 
cjf-l&e- evening, he hoped 5 woiiW-gitc 1 
hiitt an' oppamjniiy' of feyitigj >a'.ufow 
Wbwte to me. . i Was fliflrelfedr^iwyiyf 
— but with a nod of apprpbatfoft I figa 
nififed' air affent to rk> foVvl. took dare 
to do .as he. wijfoed, aiidi in about/afi 
hotrr after his; entraitcje,: i; wilted wttb 
hint into iausotherr^parrinent, iwhichdi 
thought uiDrepriyite tbaii it proved A 
be. As foah as we were alone, theaniU 
able Llindor embraced iriq, ridd *rith* 
out uttering a* fyHable",.' btirifclntio-ftaR) 
miheiflowcd-yientiFuHyupafa Hisihotri- 
der/ an'd: fighs-6f. diftrefsy broke -from 
my oppreffed hearts -After a pailfeiidf 
dome momcotsy/he. tolti mt,- ih--anf:al* 
. " ; .' mod 



maft i4a&*«iaW tw^^Kim^-hUltft 
ftpMzti+^tiythtite iHatf * Wtt^r for 

me— but ihia« ho <#8fc x ;foa iwyfchr ovep.^ 
pcwegsd". ^th #lHh&rfaAjd* -' £onfiiftiiig. 
idea* . as thaff -lime, to'^r-ender his flay* 
with me either delightful 6r proper* 
and pre fenting me with your letter, 1^. 
bowed*- and wasabout to 1 depart, wtei* 
h called. aft&lfiim~. to apjpoiht -^ tMd t 
for my. feeing; hinp without iMerfUprio*K 
—He propofcd-.tharfollawing^cl^nina 
atrmy cwa Jwufo^l.ftgreedvtoit, arici 
he took his leave. 

• JL3 fo^a a$ JMlrfotmw; gape, ,1 threw 
sftylflf iflto aj&mti. a«d without break- 
ing the ftel of :jK>ur jacket, I kifled 
«,w«kfervw\ . - ? . -r .., ,. . ... 

..-,.. F 4 "Dear 



**4 i*oiai£ft*H« aau&moibE. 

~xf? U&nrfov&iiyto&E tried 4>>:»tf 

^rrr:i^u/«rikufpctkiWiflooat tenof 
bt^rt— *tho«:»liiy«anft lead me to dit 

path of . happinefs— thy unerring die* 
tatcs will J follow -*~ thy courageous 
precepts karri and pra&ifej" ■ - ■ ^ 
(iAt thefo .words I was about to break 
fhc^.feajj whea I beheld the Duke Be 
Mauris before me. He viewed me 
with i*a eye of levity and contempti 
kri KtrtUde-was familiary ami the word* 
bebEared fo»»proiWjK*ce i*tre-ftiH more 

■ : " f 3SJK, trharmrHg" Marchioneft 1 •— f 
tdhgfinilattf "y6ii oA ydur <ihangi ,,4 df 
difpofition. There was a' time* when 
raouritain-fnfcws were- notmofre'A&d'or 
. * ■ > '"" chafte 



trausi lips >)gnn«JB»?fed^ith.yw^*urftl^ 

prflKjj.-^Wow^ eanr ^laim from thee «. 
taqpilhujg ippifen a» : tpndqr took— ^ut 
one morjB hfpp; thw .tk* l*fly<w 
pttfoVthecjia^Ui^ drink thy 

b#izg t m&r*fi&fix aahwf tomtit 
^ec / ia f f&cr«LTT--9[p4 can ps*fimft;#fcfr 
u^a^^^o»^yibilkA<k)\JXi; t^coatoai^ 
plate dufingxthctediowinHDUtfiS^fhiv 

Maurice, ^ad V fctt oe pnc kp$e be- 
fore :mc>, "Afc/frappy, Jpw:r;:>c..at- 

»!i2,L F 5 cd 



e*w»H iiM*i^*ic*b^ ^l^*&areybtf**-> 
trucks- thris ii{^-#^^ffiwdfe 
not : -tkc r g%iky *tfetek tfey poifondW 
bfcadr tf*M#*t*trifc nfe *ifcfr tke itetttt 
rf.-^Th^t^ftiait-ie-An^a* rtkriohr^fciiJ 

fetter is -from a femalfrr-i* come* fren* 
tfifc deraghtfc* of Madame De VilfeM 

JngCat- hi* .witJv a ^egrefc 1 of ; hfcfcgftri^ 
ne<* T I*4itf nor ihirifc myfetf pdflfe&ai 
ofj "-tWgohey my Lard^aad* neve* fee 
M^itibre'l^-l^waifc *toi>ut<»«e -fry tKtf a- 

caugfct ht>k* : of aij^-hangL- <- -^ 

^'« : Confider, faft Marchibnefs^-crift? 

m 

he, " that you are now in my 1 powers 

^£:&ave«i*ifto4^ that wtfbtefcineV* 

r '■* blaft 



T4& H&KM'IT'OX tmofttyGKr w>n 

itett€t6P brttWly^V'do we' pleafed.-W* 
oaitl- f»jr-*r^/^ a poifonous one intake- 
dart/ .for^l^ Viaj»riav that y$u do not? 

toinh^W«f>f(ifr<*itme !— ah, SatReY-Ie* 
it'ttttfer tB? r «Jft^ 'fctabtstif J Io*e! -f*if 
tH8f let *it iSft&'Shte rity foti^a degrteA 

ytf&^*ho:«*ift* biit : iw *Re\fc$j», ' fhif 
jfetf W1B riot ffli"<*#'de4$He fils" f»ai*^ 
on — his unfhaken cetifotk&fK**''" i* j 1*5 

- DutiAg file ^ikWKefcd i'tf A^cecfa^ 
ehe» Dfck* ihr^ tt Hk^ } kl¥>c^>ahW^ 
ftfcaeft' of ifcSfc -fjaffidhi 'fof'wbicfr he 
JJeaaed j Hi*' fW we'd* and Weft -turtiii • 
c*i«o6«VMrrt-e" , fliewii- tb J «i«4iigHcfte 
*JVaft«%«c ^His4h*g4fftfertfi was fl#U 

v >"-' F 6 ported^ 



^rtedjbj aoUr^vQorim^i^tpHlar ftefl 
J^ltfed/; a#d d&wgh , Jtei ;Wd jag* i and 
that by force, his, .figure appe&edjea^ 
^ad#t> ' and :MfwWtog« v A* f thabjtitte 
| was., reaiiy A> ; muf h enraged, /tbfarifct 
fe^m^d tome a hideous monftci* font 
iflta the world only to hqgbtenmy tor- 
tiaaats} -Refte&km, however* in W coot 
^{nocpsnit, . has ihewn him to me, ftdk 
o&;he rgaiiy.i«!ould 7 ha?ve be^n thought 
by moft other/ ^omen, a graceful 
^4!/c^cif«lftY»rt. -i won..:.;?/ , 

^adu# frfHP JJWfi.^e really ii«olcrtr 
. {$:, ^dbfitffff^, ^rc./requea^emy 
Aff. ;i # j: Jfow?ye&, WUj dare ; tain**- 

J duty 



r« 
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duty *>H»*b«W» uyMetufy l^ffl;' at 
ailiriikfly complain o^k' to t6e Marquis 
PcBiLtoifenn»" -i$ ;i -•'"-' : j : ' i; '^.<j ■'••:■■ 

fgbiiftL'ilMpito-waaldl Laufiuute's is 
jioj> the only ftrord ; I would engage 
with* for itah-a prijw*— No, Madam, 
i£>*v«ri!i hand wa* armed' *> pvoteft 
j©& fwip me, mylow: ifrwidfod yon 
qut», and oflferoitfclf a. panting! vi&im 

I was now provoked 1 beyobd'^l jfe. 
tirtG«-^I *eWj« the Dtft^DfciVlau- 
rkc in ttJ light «& ©d&Wto-ddcrib*. 
1 p^oeivedvKitifcheaae'waa 1 ttt terrify 
(He^wStfettotafirof chattAeiy if I did 
iWfnt^iaily' coufca* to Referee » that 
W' fl**4*b^ *i*M bydifteiwjg to his 
"«*»:•: ad- 



a4dr<S8esJ Wfy£dk>*4Ufiiil^ftm& 
«4 ftich [«iitf afettottrfty- sllfd> breaking, 
from him with infinite ahf*W-»tM&Jdi& 
ctaiw, i <&&*fl )Um «f*>fceHrttf* ■ tffi'iiiluffoi 
ing. the d«glitier i«# "th»f fc>«MiD* -&m 
w^^&Mtf<ultirtg>f8e «MMe '«& *# 

afrw be«brt^0f;*xfa#n& "W* <*#*»*a*! 
rticy w *J'feftJlr«S6A tflbttf«ta**P#hidi 
W&0&&/ &m*% fcdtarite' ■ hlftiy-tfiafc -P, 
'few through his artifices > af&' , &§QttJfe$ 
hit tfbafttf&q&d lfo#»g* ?h« fi <i .^uitflpd 

/Iii^aiafeCTrJQiBtit.theiompBnyiwhoi 
^wbefadrc?r*> .teiltfcto £ttdo», i add- ay; tit 
ItaAt&.vritBitbei ctaatoofi Madan* Be . 

Duke 



•w Y«tf iu* fteen&dj Mfldaitv titrate? 

lips I can bear every thinfc'4hej»tilMWt& 
nPteftW^ittM«*fca^ioi«^ agafcift 
b*^Miflg*lft&r*<'«ha& ftiiftidtt of'^owt 
favbuTSy^btimtff anra^itrhowfe ifti&jt 

ma& v n<i **fci#fr and <»&«& :toi*sfli* 
gingft Itnite^ttoiaiff^lj taftrpfcfe**di& 
patth&l SDikcati^^I&inorfCTgWO^r 
dor, for not feeing him as I had *prtK 
ritifid^ ibnci tagged' of *him to mfcet 
BUAfW f&aptly «o4*of»tti* mmmg <ap 
digit pidaafcjtnrtie*: taM* faroifen^f 
J»J*r- apo- 



«im TO&BSRdtf TooTBftra&QGft 

apnlbggfriojhimki fefrjnat wcc wifcg &|m 
a*.im£ jKHiie ;dnriag his fliort ftay <atj 
Rtfia^j Ut^apfj fatpT^^pw cap I <** 

furrotind me? y . . . ■; rf; : 

•This afia^r has re^y fp difcompo- 
fed, me, that, I have, not . had leifure to 
refleft on my other misfortunes. Ah* 
Luzy ! — whore-ever t&ou» goeft — in. 
what ever dangers thou art inomcrfed 
— by what perils furrounded-^t^y Vic- 
toria — thy xcdcJct, thy copftant Vide- 
ria will yiiklthee in idea— will flyue 
thjr ibrrbWs^^wai wiA diem aU'ti^ 
ovW! : - : : ; " 'vrr' 1 ' ' - i:--^ 4 

'Adieu, ray ; M^riir---yotr muft pteaA 
forme to tindorirheh yb^ieeMm*' 

lit him net Iwwr the tnttk^tat^ilf* 

—let 



/Wnd of rtif earireft d^t^-WAJ him*? 

rion.- '"••'•. '•'■' ■" .^.'ni:i?ao^ui 

.-p«j«;?v; :■;,;".■. •-'■. : - • ■:.-ii:'i^-Tmi',r: 
Jin v)t.i-;>; .7. rVrCTORU DElCtARBHtmi 
«ilA ." .-!?.:; jJ.>;-.. ..••j.i.'t; ;N"2.;ni- V3i:5» 
fli— -V'- , '»;?. .• •-< . ;if:'i:;j;:'K-'::r VSXfJ 

* Marquis, De Lai^an$ once *|^h 
J?I- pleafurcs 



pWufcaX* a H > ^y frtend 4 * ifeotild *ltat 
naoid ,bb giver; to Jibettmifm-?) s abfor b 
Jw^.AfcottjfV-and I have drawft oin, n*r 
the j«oft Relent indignation^ foii/dtftf- 

ing to remonftrate with him on &£ 
manner of living. — I urged the prefer- 
vation of his health, if he difregarded 
every other confideration i but I was 
foon made fenfible that weak mind* 
are always the moft offended by ad- 
vice. That remark I have often heard 
you make— Rthc truth of . it r however, I 
liave learned by experience. 

M*dame L& Bin, poffeflfeB kktt En- 
tirely r fli* is* wo , afeandondd J fey -ev^y 
lttor^'prihcipte, to- regard tha«nfur« 
that aire hourly thrown upon hfcr.^— 
They are become the -topic of , Pari*, 
» and 



mH dBri»tn2raKs?:iaift;bewr antntibmjl ; 
butntaith iktiieraiHiwnrtWf^ s 

myparQ my dear Maria* friittpiiitti: 
tt&wtf&lbf <teffl^*^^aHftt^ai^ - 

oiiferai>l«H*-aftd iweiwhafc I arci howotet 

'-' ' : Laufaniife plajrt'-i- ^itfys kigfr— 'iartd :H 
Ifrfi^ftifrh not'e^tal'to his4bfe"6f 

itefrie f taBeh fta¥ dwWrii Mtti irttor thT$' 
new Vice^hi Irked k ndryifilFhfe b&\ 
came her flaveV I cm*mty ^a^aot r, ftti r 
tail/ «nfotturab*j wJiUe*fie^fici*Iief '¥l6u- 
bkdme with iwrcai'eflfe^aJwr dkockecbrfil 
b^TeptrcdcR^Htai Hcnrtfi^ othdhwBfe 
— he neva: ifecs.rfie, but»hti-aflSiiSies' f a 
ctmritenwice almdfti teftffic-*- rnor. ever 

fpeaka 



Ii* Tm HERMIT oi the ROCK, 

• *.'.». *r ■• . — r t .-' -_J -.".■.' 

$eaks but 'to diftrefs my fenfibility. 
I begged leave, yefterday, ib .retire to 
Ladfipnc; but 1 was peremptorily re : 
iufcd-rJie defireel roe to like the place 
which contained him ; and if I did not 
know how, he would advife me to 
learn; for I fhould not go without 
hinu and he did not intend to leave 
Paris for fome time. I will makeoo 
comments upon this Jpeech— you are 
more at liberty on this occafion,. and 
you can judge of what I felt,, better 
than my pen can defcribe* 

: The Duke.Dc Maurice follows me 
like my. fhadow — I treat him almoft 
ill-r-I never- (peak to him, but whep. 
the. ftrifteft.. rules ; of politenefs oblige, 
me. to it. Notwithltanding wfrich^Jifi 

is 



>: O? *?*r *o TIM ASH i»T dn 
Tto* HERMIT of Trtfi &OCK. tit 

is a conftant atteo4a« at ra^ ©jlrtjej 
—he k an fetcrnai 4jf>y WRon, my attions; 
The other day I met hint at i^:M^ 
chionefsJDie Sauverre's, J had juffc jre- 
turned i&eKft; thc^Boip-jiq JBoulogng- 
where. I $iad i: att£ji4$d f^,(xpit .-oi^ 

riding dref^ when I called^ uppn fbg 
Marchionefs..; The: Puke in a whi^j^ 
congratulated .xm on, the favour Ij£A^ 
joyed at Jferf&illeS, talked /niV.clvJjl 
the praife of the.kirig's judgment, f^d 
concluded by afking, wheth^rlfeiticnT- 
bcred the ftory of La Valitrc? My 
haying ; admired the king's perfcto> ^ia 
acknowledged, $hat I did> ; together witli 
my attefidtkqice' about the Comttfle Dc 
A*K>is> tooGght oh me this (arcftfiarof 
v , the 



Ii8 .XbKHX&MlT. 6i W h4I JLD G K. 

theTDukfi'j, jjd "wiwdi 5roa may foppofe 
. I'mride («* «j#> ■'fyk byTaok axpref- 
five^fr my contempt*. - ; f . - -..-;; ". 
.■ j I- Tec the Comfce : De SoKgriac fit- 
qtwiiriy-^-P^-fea^fiot to unfeeforifc ftfy- 
felf to ft«h-^*e- ceunfels^^hc? direfts 
xrife it* the paths- I - (houftf Wai# r in *r- 
der to fliufc the wiles of the Duke De 
Maurice, but, -believe me, I fay no- 
thing of the treatment I receive 
from I*au&nne. 'Weak as my ton- 
du£t- might Kavs appeared to you w 
my laft fcene with Luzy, I am cauti- 
ous of mentioning his name to any 
one bot you, &i&> my rcfpe<9?<* towards 
tay htafbandfeeitts -fo ^ikreafe in "the 
eye <4f ; every bye- ftandfe^ r ! ' Sol^ghpe 
appear* to imagine thftt Iktfe h*m.£- 
1 Solignac 



«t5ligttftecahnf6t l rdilly iftt^fd^Wfte 

Saflfccrre, ^flit is- ■ Vrith - me ; "fc&ttffarrtiy , 

aftd fees more 6f the Marquis's iteha T 

ViQdf '<fi«n * &«<5 wffli ffloiiia feetfc- 

.^fc'tfrcirtb Her: 1 I Wi?*B$ft£ h^r 

■•,that i«^efts«tWr h« folly 8r4H feti- 
WPWr ^ £!l e j* s a Suable friend, and I 
love her fincerely. Adieu, my Maria 1 

. . i 

! !.' : • r ; . \v- - , i crujvi , : c&) tgi- • n '■. Ai, h 

-fin vt!«i- , »-; \.w. vi.«! ^nr'iC! *:si'-vr4» 

ill r.-:-.:i.:; : :; : L'cr'i^r-EO *• t'j. ..r*ta 

3jl\* "sj^. J>: ; *!^i '/i:^ t *;t ■■ii: ' j'jfiW , u i .1*. 

w^Kaeod'tajt dear 'mash* Wia^B'veiy 
>'^> ill* 



Mb TnJIERMIT 9T ?m R ; OCK. 
ifl. The Marquis is not in Paris — he 
i« with Madame La Bert in Flanders. 
-*4 (hall go, however, though his anger 
fliould be the confequence. The car- 
riages are getting ready ta convey us 
to Clarence. . Madame De Sanfcerre 
accompanies ipe. I will finifh my let- 
ter when I arrive at my fathers. 

Clarence. 



AH, my God, Maria!— what will 
become, of me ! — my mother — my dear 
mother is dangeroufly ill indeed! fhc 
hardly knows her Vidkoria, although I 
have wept over, and kifled her juft 
lifelefs hftfads. She looked ftcdfaftty 
at me for fotae minutes* btit turned 
t i from 



Itoi »£RMI-T UK am* RO0K. mi 
£om ; . me. afteiv without ^ption, -;I 
x#tfn6t> proceed -^ I an^ tCK>^uc3vf af?- 
:fe&fcdrrtf wilLdefcrjhe ;my. 4rri»aWbme 

Other; time. . -is / ■-.'! . .;:■«£?$» 

"Cfenehfc^ •ri^ : tearrf*mcd't6 ; Wtt ^fdr- 
itf-iWJf^kiob^ta'i-hM B«?ft fe? ; l^ 
- vifiting thi$ : fce*ite of nfy- -happieff^daj^, 
t^ie miferies I had latterly experi'encfed 
here, obliterated all remembrance^ of 
former pleafures, -and I beheld it as 
the monumeot#f >ny< iafidtolit^tofriiu-. 
zy. A faial prefenfion too, <fcteed<ftiy 
foul. — The hope of rufbing intD'hriy 
$>araits arms would hiav& 'been:dbaic 
£tisfr&ion ;*-^but, alas ! -my mind fere-* 
4*>ded^ tfiac. I fhouidffind my ffther 
^y.ft^fihlc of, mjr-appiaachMii At this 
-n^MoL. !• G idea* 



lift Th*-HERMIT of t»b ROCK. 

idea,:, my tears flowed in abundant 

and Iflaed* them in the boibm of M* 

dame De Sanfcerre. As I entered the 

gates, I perceived the domeftics who 

waited ; at them mournfoj . and penfive : 

they, however, as I pafled, hailed my 

arrival with fome faint demonftrations 

of joy. When I flepped out of the 

fcarpage, all the fervants bleffed me 

iwitk XBtth and called me the. comfort 

^f.St^ir fqtijre days.. As I ftood 

artfofigft them, my father gracioufly 

jcame put. to meet me* his fttp was 

Solemn, — hi* x countenance feverc and 

jBcIfeacboJy. ' I threw myfdtf at hia feeti 

and clafped; his ikbees. He : • raifed me 

•with fome itenderhefs, and Cupportcd 

ztht td huriftud^t^Whea w^^otdjisw, 



Th* HERMIT or-tjift RP.CK. raj 

I enquired immediately- &r my mo- 
ther* . . f " * 

cr Sit down, girl/' cried my father, 
"* f I willteH you prefentiy." Madame 
De Sanfcerre and I feated ourfelros/; 
%»d my" father, after wiping >$ff< fomc 
iters that fdl frottv his-eye^ riuis/pflo- 
needed : 

"You will find your mother in that 
ti^ng fituatfon which rails (ot iforri*- 
rode toi fbpport:^Sh<< : is? hzStetiing tx> 
a better life, and' wtlt'feirtCQT reach tbp 
goal than wilt your Either. ! ^ r Vi&otua," 
added he with a ft&rn vtfiee^Vi&Q- 
Tia,"— ^and the fttorui cfee^naway, upon 
hii lips;— 3 arofe te j&lae- hfelqitady*-*-. 
but He jtointed oaefc wk** to the feat* 
which I had quitted. 

G 2 "Stay" 



124 Tnt HERMIT cxf the ROCK. 
- f c * Stay/' cfried he, «M will fpeakpre- 
fently." — and my father leaned his face 
Upon"' his : arm to hide his grief. — As 
iboii as. he had a little recovered, he 

r^iVi&om^ there is bu^onc afjtipp 

of -your mother's life &f j iWhich r /l)€ rc^ 

pents — and that is — her having. been 

.acceffary to your marrying a man you 

xlid not loveV — here his, voice fauker- 

cd : again; — c . c bgr you ar<? hapjpy ! ■■ r - 

fare you not hfippy*- child .?"■ r -iv.-vk? , 

My father anxtoufly wait*$ for, . jny . 
•reply.— Something arofe ir> my frqfGip 
thaD prevented' artiqulau^n j^L jrpuld 
»ot fptak*i-I:«ag^n quiited^n^if^ 
,and threw myfelf oiv my* kn?es., before 
him. "Are you Hot happ#?;' j i$peat- 
-,.-:- ;■ " cd 



*EH* JU: R:MI,T> qr : the; £<? C.&-. |2f 

*nfwei»dJU chappy, if : ;my : feeing- if?, 
can make my mother Uy*— can. mak,f 
Jtiy.lfother/eftfy^'. and a. violent ^guflj of 
»ae Atedcrisd,my:tfty4o^»»j9ye k -, My 
£&thct fvtfe&mciQ Ikisriarmfc .•:.'..-/;: 
- jl^Tkefc-teaitfi.; W<&w*irff ah, •■ why 
Jhflfe. teai!r&$— ywr friend, : tOQ 1 -f-ah> 
^«jlj^a;fftiedih^;,|aiLi*^ the t haa4 <>f 

/ers,;' if her huftand treats ber'as.my 

JbaftiwUhe*. h*f*i"; v ,:%[.■,,.•-;; 
Jy Mft&npej; EteqSafcfeeirr?- replied ;n<|t 

fcutf by[ tafrrtig.^f heg.fhoijjdsrs,; su»d 

4fV4*rer&d ; lacfeKi : Mjf; ftth^ .q.«#ttfld 

his fpaT. abruptly. ,..^ r tr:0 \ i h) 

ni Gj .is 
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is miftriabtet-i-ahd 1 that by iny cruel- 
ty V* — At tbefe wofcfej He left the room 
in an agony\&f paffion. 

Sototo minutes after, ray mother's 
woman came?; to tell me: that - (he was 
awake, and 1 had fcftquifecU if- IM& 
come. — Tht* we&fo&Q\tih&~vad Th&ft- 
eried to lifer < ofrarribeF: ; - Asr fotin . as I 
*nte*ed, V ££tb*»ted h&>iii*tu*gri *i£4i 
Iter ted^Affifted f ^ 
reined 1 ^ed^h^^f*M<rri<rfet>w: & 
iefed'!-^ii ifirWpafe ihd ifldartchoiyi 
Her head was fuppdirWd'bjrohtf hand, 
aHd ihbi^cS 1&^' %ofc~ a-|tf&ttte of 
4fk bteflfed Virgin, whfeh'ift* h«ld ii 
theothe*. When I behdkl W wvep. 
end form, I flew to the bed-fide, and 
threw myfdf o» ; my knees before her 
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ia a flood erf anguifb. My mother 
turned her eyes from the pi<fture> and 
placed them on me : my tears fell upon 
the hand I liad feised, and I called up- 
{inter by the names of mother^ 
friend — and comforter. — My mother 
anfvrcred no*-*ihe did not know rtie ! 
My God* Maria !-— can I defcribe to 
you my fenfatiotfs in thofe moments 1 
—imjtoffible. My mother foon after 
fonk hdr h*ad u£*m * pillow, and drbpt 
afte^; r Mf agitation obliged me to 
Ictrt the apartfcnent, left my fobs fbould 
h»i difhirfefed h& } repofc It was iii 
that intei^al I Writ the firft fe* iihft 
dated from hence. ; When I laid dowA 
my pen, I Hole fbftly into my modi^s 
room, and took? my feat at the foot o? 
Qt 4. her 
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her bed. She did not awakeforfome 
hours, nor could I be prevailed: on to 
leave her. When fhe ftirced, I ad* 
vanced towards her, and afked her if 
fhe knew: me ? — flic looked at me.fted- 
faftly. ■■ , . : — .V.- 

% "Yes, yes"— 4hje icried,. "it isv/thc 
well known form of my injured child! 
if thou art r^ftlly h&>": added* (he, ia 
a feeble tone; c Sah ftfgiv^ififcfor the 
ppjy a6t of unkki<A»$f& i evert forced 
on you! — If that* art -but; her {bade 
hr-repro^ch me not- with her : wrongsr- 
fer % my yiftq^&tfqlf would treat rac 

#$! ST??*?*'!? 11 " 1 ^ rA^ W Qpd!" con- 
tinued (he clafping her hands together, 
.".ah, my God! what a Sacrifice did (he 
make to duty — did dutyexadt from heri 

' i 3 Vic " 
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Yi^qrki. ^-.yitaorJa-L". . .flie **$" med « 
and- again funk on jher..pJ!.loyr^-L threw 
^xfeACfl^ the .1*4^ Y^t floud.^. 
:b"Ah^;^y :; fii^bcf f ! ?? ^ou I n^v^ 1 iiy^ 
#<* ;rae.-=«yXO? rf/^r^^^f^gc^ ,to 

.,,j^$,iTw;her;x>nce,mare raifed h$rfelf 
in her bed, fhe liftcned to me with thq 

l^^ffn t?jikfr$*r# S e .^h glow. 

overhead, tyer. .dying face. 
.. Miffed Virgin." cried: my mother 

G 5 and 
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j 3 6 Tni %tHWIT- olr 'fk£ *&€■& 
ttndljptitMs T&yi'-Ja^^rfr-imd^Hboft 
I have cbliftdfed— receive 1 the ^armtft 
thanksrmy p*6r hearf-fcart giv^-tdtfty 
ItfottcHoifr-Umnicttd'^'^hiiy^f- 
ftr m±o : ittfctu&8& *Sdlrd=-afia l!fcg 

of a w6fWfy-iifci^-Alt, had* J-Befbtt 
i^ctedWtfie'm^dFTrierte of "Liny f 
-^afes N^oor toy 2 }"' ttifr-W'ma 
her •wreary-hett! u^o^Vftjf'bdlfonT.i^Sbwl 
my friend, look ontf^ftiflWhg "VSS 
toria-, and' phf Rer- poi&nawt fenfibi- 
Hty. ■ • '■" ,; •-■-';**-•'• '■■■ <•• • : 

My deaf mottter'ftom that moniiett£ 
my Mariaj hWbeetf'neffeff huftrngeri 
a fatal ftupor', which befpeakV the ap^ 
proach of death, hath fattened on he** 
and ihe is at oftel regardieft of to>£ 

band, 
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band, child, aftd friend* I have quit- 
ted her chambeV fpt a few minutes to 
conquer the extrctrie fctfce of toy a£ 
fiiftion; '^icS'Mrfts- 1 to ^itfurb my fa- 
ther's 6\cm- and a^dfut 4brroW» I 
miift now, hdweveiv beg leave to-¥t*> 
turn to her pillow, wfieve I will ende&* 
rotir to s ftifte my. fobs, my hea^-gemS 
ing fighs.**-Ah, my : i moihe**— my ~4W> 
ctear-+w my tended iympathiaaug- ;p4^ 
rent! -.--. - ---:■'. .- ■ :" ■■• 



Mbdtiitt'Dt Sanscerre to Maria/' 

riptO you, my dear ViHeircauf, : I witt 

A make no apologies for beginning 

* eorrefpendencc wtth the fodeft ti- 

G 6 dings 



dings a pen can relate. — Suffice it to 
fay, I write of thy. beautiful, thy Of- 
fering Victoria i and to her misfortunes 

i The -»-i JJutchqfe,; Dd- iClaxerice lived 
but (4 fyyf hourt after the conclufion 
of the MarchiQi\efs De iLaufanne'a laft 
paragraph. She however regained her 
fepfes, an hour before her -death, * and 
employed, that ■« time -Sir receiving . the 
laft rites of the church — in taking leave 
of her hufband — and in the tendereft 
adieus to her injured child. She em- 
braced Madame De Laufanne^it.hgmich 
affedtion — ihe held before her, the pic- 
tures, of the Comte De Luzy, and that 
of our immaculate Lady. 
. "Here, my daughter/* cried . ihe* 

" at 



- c §*< $ e J ^9f n€ l nt * I i oS^r. : ypi^. the por- 
trait pf a louver,. I prefent j»u wifh 
that o£ qh^ftity itfe\f v Let your friend* 
^jP.^Wtnb&cPiY^ tp^the^rft.^ buj 
Jpt, ygyr .^{^ole: JjjeaK J)R f d^ vp^ed ;to tfre 

faint refemhlances of what we Jpve— ? 
amiable of jf a}l lpyersr^tl^atjt^.y^gln 

P e !K . : J; '» - i — ii 

- tShe- then prayed fervently for -Aw 
bappi^fs^vfoY ^e prcfervitkin of h^ 
daughter** viatue > and throwing herfelf 
into her arm sy leaned her head upoivhbtf 
bofom, and breathed her laft figh, witfo 
otft a groab— twuhoxit one ftruggie:r-i> 

J-) It 
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- ft is rid^ i' difficult tafk *' to fay 'ttrort- 
td defcribeto you the ^alttn-i-tto ifcn- 
fible foirowof* a tender air<J dutiful 
cftfld-for Wife loft* drW^^iA-^fcrtf*. 
ftnrable W-a 1 Vife-^f '-tihhffl' W a 
rribtfier. : } *SfecWas ^orfenetTur affli&idri,' 
yet fhc endeavourled t^'tahqmf it, fa 
erdtfltr (peat eofrfbftrfknrto hfer wtetch- 

in^b peft J dto -(nrrf'^limfat^. r>: ■* ' ? 

I am ferry 1 to W bBIigeff to< add 
that- the Duke was that night feftttf 
with iVprj*; alafH^ingjt (yunptooak. -vflc 

gyew worfc fov^hr^idays.Juqccffihncijrv 
♦ftd.he nefcv Hei fojll ai txr htdbrfipmfr 
1 d of by all hi* pttyficiahs* The Niaiw 
chiooefa is*t times aJmoft fraatic wkh 
defpAtorrflK kneeh) lamt botarst th* 

corfc 



^IgoTTftrSo^iridflfci- Vftt^her 'tdart 
-i*fhe.'ihVoke4 h , e¥-to f i$ray fdr' the prt^ 
faVafet&tt c!f 'tke « otify ' comfort 1 ' flife bai 

fcft-^heW°tftfh f * fifceto&aaj &rW 

pofure, fhe -fetanVW' l^'platce B&i 

- : ^fce*'p-o6r wart, infenfibfe 1 ' to ! eVery 5 
t!i%%ttr tRtf 1 ittjxiif- ft^%tes tfohe' her; 
and the horror of deathf fo^s/'foHiffiU 
ing'her pandon, th#fe moments in which, 
by an upright refignation to the will of 
heaven, he could affift her youth by of- 
ra&g f fte? ;i tfte J ft^6ftnSg'afitite'W a 
fyiflgtfare'k ■' Tnt-Bu^e'De'eiarehe^ 
Wtif&r, •dYirwftg'Vfefy riaa£*fe b ertd'j 
antf itPmt'rmavH^ of ; «f&ei§, fte-nfli 
In faft t6te the, oidy^ frienil of ^hoth tffics 
Mirtjti^l^ fcrofa^'ftaftds tt'**ei 

He 



He will [ then prove, ija<£e .. opepl^-1^ 
love of libertinifm— and his JLqy<ly *?ife 
will f^el >: .i;oo.fqv^reiLy, jftp facpgqe /he 

mpft ab*#dpned of hijS.fe^. jv /3 . .;,< ,., 
The Marchi9fiei$;ha$ fclijt €9. de£f$ , 
piy attendance ; in, f/ie Duke'f apartment 
— my . fears . .prqphecy, ; a : t Jjpu^pd . : b9f? 
.rib}e : incidepts. f j. ; , l; v lcrPwr i ^,V, 

]• iliv/ . :'.t : •;..)!:i^- , ri t ji J;!j::K[if r.s "-i 
Twelve o'clock at night 

:: *T-#a&pyer T ff^he Jfoke^dtfl 
lylftriarf^^c riiecypjjft' tende^airos: of 
h^dfluglper, ,yhp.Sopfbed, ..^thoic 
dreadful moments,. the. r pangs. ar$ ter- 
rors of the grirn tyrant. -r-She is, at 

* elo- 



eloquence. She will not confent to 
leave Clarence, until the funeral, is over. 
The Duke and Dutchefs are to be in- 
terred in the family vault on the fame 
dfy.;. ■ t . :,.* ',, ,■•;.■- ■; :.. " :.. .V ;■ 
;:. I will make no apology for. quitting 
this fubjed fo abruptly. —I muft fly to 
our dear Vi&oria* who ftands in need 
of all my) frie^lhijh4«of all my con- 

iblaUtfO* bi: : ,:.: • * .-'/ *: .: L f:r i *V.»/fiiwf 
--.■u.'j-r. ■ • » • ' .11 ..»!.;... i«i: c *J»i , :S r I 
... " ■. .'..-.•■•' " . : «.-. : ..". - ' • > 

* ' Your* ever, my dear VflknWtf, "^ l 

-'In i ). : , JuJUIA Dl SaWCERR*^ 



Vic- 



4j8 Th* HERMIT •* thje ROetv 

Victoria to .Maria*. 



T AM but juft recovered from a fevfcre 
~ iltnefs which has confihed me fix 
wedfcs* Death h^sbcea very buiy about 
taa for fame tkncxpaljw-hjc has at length 
iparrd the only* efejefflb that 1 could havt 
wifhed him to have taken, and iwftead of 
her life, has robbed her of the comfort—, 
of the fan&ion of beloved parents* 
My dew J^fcU -ywjiat ^ng^.b^ve 1 
not endured fince I writ to thee laft ! 

The cruel Marquis would not let mt 
ftay- aft:<Giaffen& cilice funeral obfe- 
quies were performed. He came down 
to chide me for having, as he called it» 



J&jiiiy an intention^. m& defirdd*: toe 
tti?; prepare to go with, him: back to 
Paris.. 

* Toti have always t6fti me, ttsp- Maria, 
that Wire C6t»l& ofteae* c0rtirtiind -ofcr 
feelhifesi thai* we 'were willing *o.en* 
WSntour fiw."'- In tlte tfrtttfrneK 6f *hat 
fcftttentl 'Aot$# of yuvf&^&^ftifc 
fel a* --T'4Wfr : Viflf forfoW at ; die hJ*4 
dF^rffig 1 te c ^evei< : ' ! fiMPtitf^Vl^^ 
ifi^wWlds 1 1 hcW ; rhbft deaf, -tFktagfc 
Wild 'and inariiniate^toi gA With * man 
Whom I neither lbved or IreQieaed-HA 
tfttkh^rb^ lirKtet'^^ttttrld? 1 e*pfcfi ito 
libhifcrition <&*' Ae ^r^bi^aarng <ffr 
lamity that hkd'bbf^^ 
the cbiftttaW; one whofe Ihftttfibility, 
t# #haftf'*danttfft^ 
•' J * caufe 



i 4 c Tai HERMIT OFlirhflROCK. 
caufehim fco.deride or infult my forxow: 
^tormented, I fay, as. I waa with thdc 
cruel ideas — I appeared to acquiefcs 
with rtfig^^tiontq his will— and I con- 
feAtecl' without e^ppftulatioi^ ta accord 
pany .him whi^herfqeve^ h$ : pleafed. , .;. 
: The M^qui^ifeem^dfurp^fcd at xaj 
condeicenfion-rpbe looked # } the Szp% 
jtifl^e as, if .he, wag not - coateqtcd wjttf 
l)is,h^yi^g .given^mp , . to *# app^apuiqt, 
/b little diifitfisfii^i(ycu ; [ He b^ T/ hi^}ipi 
--he feemedto paufe for a few moments; 
at length, pretending to recoll^t an 
engagement . -upqn -bufin^s for the ppt 
mprning ia 'Fan»t-^e ; faid, Mi&Hftjh 
Jolutely Jet out that minute. r , ♦ ; , -. 

It was.nowj ; my , 4^ar Mari§» M* 
o'clock ftfcMgtarrA; ffrMr OMdl^mlwuftr 
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&- by grief ahd fatigue, .and wholly 
vtebk fd.ftake fuoh a journey, — I there-: 
ore beftxught him to let me reft that 
light-rrprornifing to follow him the en? 
uing:.day.-rrtHe flcvif irito'a. moft viol- 
ent rage. — Curfed ielicacyi-rHmrfed } affee* 
^ttiokrAbif life 'wasetkbktefedtymy wHim- 
fe^by my caprice -r- be would Jet off 
'bat inftant — and I might, either follow 
Om^jorjf^y for ever frqm fytn—juft as 
\<$Jftl(e4\W} 1 .inclination f . f - 
jj^trtliefe, words I. hid my fa.cq in 
iiejJbQfprn. pC.Madamc. Pe Sanfcerre 
— and 1 Afi- fpjte . pf_. iyiy, refqlution, I 
tn^ij^yito ap 3g9^y x>f tears.- ■ - t .. 
m ^c.foach.waaaj /tb^dpar ip^a ma- 
(p^njc:..- — r- 1; arufe *-t * . ,was haftenjng to 
ak,eions faxeweL embrace- of ray dear 
1 -. father 



i + i The H-E R M IT ofr t6b. R O C K. 

father and . mother-«-t0 breathe out one 
ardent prayer for their repfcfei at she 
feet of their coffins ; when the *inhu* 
man man laid bold of my arm* and 
exclaimed, " do you intend, Madam* 
to accompany me vot not ?** ■--.*■ 

I affured.hitaa i would tttendlott 
after having taken an eternal adieu df 
my beloved parents. 

'"By the great God," cMed he almoft 
hoarfe with paffibn, x< ydu (hall not ftil* 
—the carriage is ready— ftep into it; 
or I (hall -go without you— vand if ft 
— nevfcr Will I behold you mori. M; ' 
" My Lord," ^epKed ly ^ wfieh 1 
tell you tharto takfe a laft view* of my 
tender mother^of fhy^arfetfier--^ 
beto-ffle iri feme ync aA rrt acotiiBlaftfoii 

•— furely 



TmfrZ&MlT p^wp ROCS. 1*3 

•i-r-furcly your .gogdnefs ..will- fuffijr me 
to indulge myre|f,.iA. it:!— ryour hum- 
ility cannot refufe me fuch a trifling 

4COmfpTt!" ; w ;-,; ; 

, ; " No/- fle^ned, he, - 1 — 5'jyou, (bail 
B^t, overcome me tint* by argumentrt- 
*hscafe & clearly thd^rrdf you cboofe 
to oblige. nler--giveme.yourJbanddi- 
re&ly to convey you. to the carriage— r- 
if not— remain 'here forever." ' 
;' The Marquis. turted from me in a 
:phrcnzy— I paafed- 1 — the affair, howe- 
ver, required noconfideration— «-it was 
evident' that to Support the character 
of a* good -wife— to fullfil the vow of 
■ obedience i rhade at the aitar^— my will 
•muft: ew he fitbferyieiit t» his. ca- 
tprices/M thei^for«> witb afigh, entreat- 
ed 
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ed hirirr to be czirhy ^aflured him : of 
my being ready 1 1?6 go with him when 
ever he thought' fit, and fteppir.g. to 
the door, ordered my woman to pre- 
pare to attend us irhmediatfelyt6 # tdwn: 
this done, - 1 . went into th£ great hall, 
whete the Marquis arid Sanfcierre were 
affembled, andiye waited; there fome 
minutes before every thing was ready. 
1 will not orak . to mention to you 
one circumftancethat affedjted me much; 
it was an odd one-rrthe remembrance 
of it makes me weep. 
. As we were detained, there for-.Nan- 
\nette. and . the little parcel With my 
might cloaths: which flier had .orders to. 
bring with her, my father's old. fa- 
vourite, fpaaiel crawkdi towards mc, 
: > and 



att* >l^ri^fHrrffiaf ! ' t a^-irtli^fiet 1 , gW 
a deep groan;— I ftooped do^ho^?- 1 
i*& Jrint"*I'*calK»<i ; Mm-'bfhis -flame 

hfeiiaft." Wir/i.uj jt. ;— -jtlmA ;j:ii 
" a:fr #«tf :fee$hyn !*' $?tea" ( flie i oM i Bufc' 
k^-wM» : ^3«* felHHg Wid h» b fyfcg 
<^'6iiP*ha i f ; haVe Y looEe'Ai5n happyitjajfli 
~ehey' 1 a?e aH T&flH -how — and ' yovt 

W^'aiecr ; ja''gSoa nake**'*"' 3 *- - --. 'i^v 

« Ip%OHW d hSVe"lgSvfl! wV&lbmfe 
lkiflfe : of 1 gtfe£L.fciit L l ihoughtof y<yar 
reittatl^iSbkl fup'iTfeftftg 1 rrtf reriiiftlify, 
I hisi-ri^d into ¥h<F coa^-^wlfeeW, foa& 
tfifc' daVl£iets4P thPnlgHfc/dTubcee^cf 
hi > coriasfliiig Wftfaf ^oigh'ari^ftty 
fbrtx>#. -noij-ly.^.!-.'! r^-Qs-.-f ..i <.!:■.■: 

-: Tell- irfe/'ifiy iMana, 1 if • y>ouW riW 
y! WWU I. h think 



teji^wtfa.^ / .„. .... 
. M C S ^*ltfflg.M?9H* twenty taifcv 

ing fiirther — an univerfal fajfttfitfi 

^4d ? r ; ofi gqy frifin<| §tt*fce«s..,--tfc ft 
MarqJW, J :toJ^ : >m-tfq$y<i l :. i» 
ordered his.feF?n5» i fl».ftflg ai.thfcnext 
viMage, where. LJaj <the re*r»igdej^ 

r,Q,wn f<? fiiwdj ind.c^Jdii afrtq, ajfrfdi 
ine. hyt yery : little reft, J. mos, awa- 
kened earjj; in the .inning ; ^>,pro- 
<fcpd. qn f qy journey* wiiph,I un,deiv 
tp^ with, no plctfwre^rnbuf. wi^^vir 
fibly encreafing indifpofition. Wh^ft 
we. a^^a^, Parjfc I .wastajceft ex- 



'rflHi'HnERMIT dri VU* KOCff. itff 
tremdfy itt — and l *ttt* itT J»€ftflit ' f^* 
weak attd languid' ffekf* alll haveum-i 
dure*, as t<* be {&&t<fy ftMe tcP liak* 

my pea; - -"' '*' ' ■ ^ 

rft& TheGemtdlD^Sal^frtic fias oftetr* 
C^Jto-miRc die moflf i frietitily cnM 
cpihies- after my heakfi. I Ritfr Iferitf 
tb-feeg his company inmyrdhlffih^TOdrtiP 
ttti^toi*ing,— I\w8Tt*wrf' tie }teu> f de- : 
fii&to Ipeak t6 him'ort a 1 fobjfcdk whicfir 
I r £ttce firmty intended neve^ to-rtteft^ 
troft'to- hkn more: bttt my deal* mb'-' 
thtr* in fcer cfymg moments, prefttttedf 
me~ with the portrait of the Cottke Be 
L,\*zy — J wiflt trot to kaepit^rrljHrtlo-' 
tftef te*eto-nbt how deaHiis imagfe vftfe 
0411 to my^ bofcm^ttte- offered it td me 



i4ft .ThkHERMIiT otmtwb RO.GK- 
as;a»«rp€pl?ra?^c^r of/ an ingftimable 
friend, v^onniflieiiftd'everpnxpcjasfucbr- 
aind to whom Lfewttf fomQ>efteenvJ 
have, however, confulted my religion 
-r-my reafon upon : ^it y they t>oth ,cqn- 
ciemn my keeping in poffefiiqn the 
pi&ureof.ra man, who rauft ever ap- 
pear to me in the light of. a danger- 
ous iflfinuatjing lover. — My heart re- 
bels againft the fevprity of this jdeter- 
min«ion.-T- but my poor, heart rnuft 
conquer all its wcaknefles— nor break in 
the attempt. I liften not to it — I -pay 
no regard to. its foft complainings — 
I, confider it a$ a, treacherous friend- 
as a d^ng^rousplcader-r-the .image of 
Luzy is fufficiently imprfeffed upon it 
— it need nQt d^firc nwrc. Ah, it i* 

. i • not 

1 1 



not an inaniriiattJoportrait thatis- there 

painted ?-~h^ iSFeafthbs^-^hei lives^he 
•i^eaks himfelf!^ "'■ >-■'•. .■». 
-' ! I have feeri Solignacr— he received 
: frorti me'itfc* pi&ute SvkH fighs aiid- re- 
4«ftahc^. f; He b*te % -trie- ktep it— for 

he : fcelicvdd re^waa-all tlyat ;rem4rrKrd 
: of his friend; — rl (Hrted— he feemod 

forty for vdifct ^had »"ifcaped hiro ' — lie 
*««)k k howitffer^ burowould/ eJxphiln 

himfelf. ■ im>lftwh*k" l ^Whac could) .fee 
«u#aitejigy Jyfcd4?^^rh^P* it,^an 

artifice to induce me not to parfe-jyitji 

the charming portrait ! 

The Maquis has entirely forfaken 

Madame La Bert ; who has, it feems, 

fuffered fo cruelly by his negledt, that 

forgetting all her other fuitors, Ihe 

H 3 has 
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150 Tti* HEEWIT or tub ROCK. 
has retired to a convent where Ac 
propofes to ead her <lays in ibrrow and 
repentance. Poor Madame La Beit! 
I wiH not at prefent intrude on her re- 
tirement, left (he fliould impute it cp 
a far different caufe from that ^whirfi 
muft infpire me to vifit her*. Some 
weeks hence I will go to her cqqveftt 
— I will encourage her repentance—^ 
I will weep over her fliisfcrtutfc, . **l 
«hdtEavour to confine her for it.; . 

Adieu, my IVfara M<*get not Ait 

'lira-- ' • ' • ■'-- •■ :/ ~ :J - *«' ; 

•'■■■"■ •. ■ *-y. , ;:;ii: i > ;. ; 

■ r "- :t ' Xl "" : ■" : Rfeli Yours. 
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:xat hermit ft**** Rbcit if» 

: :;.;:,: . . . : '■,.: ' ..-. ■:•:• .• •:'.. . • 

«• r ■ ■ 

■;:; ■ : . .:■ 0'i; -:■ ■ ■ "- 

; VkMfAfr Maria. 

- ¥ 3T0fci0 yoir m my I*ft of my. iriten- 

to her convent = yeftcfday, and will 
^giv^^tt the pctfticiriats ^ ^>^ c<rtt. 
~TO&tfom~ - i^r -■ '.\\yys\ ■:. - . !. ■{ 
i: I wotild not tell ^wy awpt, bisttk- 
Ififtdtfiwof die £fte#*Jt6 fe^> ^^fritflfld 

-hefi!i ;I didurar wail lbi^^Mldafe&e 
La Bert appeared— fhe is, at pft&lir,. 
only,* pebftttner in die T HMto^t tHere- 
fare father witlwrot reftfaiht, :l>AfJtfeb 
m fhc entered, I couid pefttifrt '«hit 

:;-./■. H 4 tht 



the fight of me affe&ed her highly: 

— (he blufhed— fhe trembled — flie he- 

fitated . I .flpfffci&d . no* , to pbibrve her 

confulion — but advanced towards her, 

and faluted her with much freedom 

and. friendship J YfEhci poqr<l*4&afe &- 

(CGyefe^.hfff^j^lfoMfelripgif e* from 

;t£e iinaffe#ed,*|tfe vbmy 4cpor*men|: 

-(fee w^d\^ieatcar>ifr A orp bit gybsrrrigcl 

paid me in return fome polite ^nd^itf- 

•W^f^o^Km^BAs.IbShrvcofcdcied fttth 

isro^ptffi <thft <&\faMrtfki lom&J>*iA 

xihie^vrid:;ateay Uglg Qniftmng/XTkeaffaa- 

tfl&IttiAte-^bdl fifawfnm:Q£: niy iflirai- 

- •i?S:Ah r tlyWwb M r! flic-at: dengtfyln- 
r 4 €^HgHgd, Jfih^py Jwdiit. been- for mfe 
;b*d j»Jb^Wfrus,.irvefl t to;infpedt r iaiid 
oil j f II watch 



ThsiHEILMIT of ths ROCK. ?& 
watch oyer nay. education Ur-tjieir $hjld 
tfould not; now, be the prey- df : cnj€^ 
xemrorfe-rtttf only pbjeSrin ths ; »fft*l& 
1 who*could^injure.amiablosfefs Mk&f6ur%£ 
—That I haw toured 7$owr-ist ft# JKw 
-rrthatjIr^Q Eep$nt:'0ftqej*jy o64tet?*£ 
alfo a. truth. \I do &Q%MCfhrth$i]!i<h 
-nour of; a.vifit from yw^iJYw^rnf^ 
be a :f&a^ger/t<X;i^^^ I'.lcm 

.OfiKeJ jfoftfeat to^buf^-yjpfu^furtj^y^ 
Offering ytouvto rem&irt m «*; 5Wfr<& 
fatal, to tfty peioe-r-fo prejudicial to y**i?r 
/fconqwv yQjjn ritoft xiot- repeat ,{tbj$iar. 
♦vourphMadami^i ©Qitfiaiied ibe- .in^fc 
^aodjo&teafas^(f c (ir)n<3bam6lrfr isiia' lar- 
ger an iHnoCeiitGone'r-?theI^or}ji/ will 
*alfc, .ftou^hyp.WTre^few, your -jjitinjacy 

oi'* " Hj fame 



*5j. Th* HERMIT <ti th* ROCK. 

ftme wotdd be blackened by your 
friendfliip for inc.- - Ah, my GodT 
continued Madame La- Ettt, "what 
pumflbtncAt do I nor: defervc ! —yet I 
will not merit tnore* by pretending m- 
aocttioci •od fliffering yotv moft beau- 
tifwl, m^ft excellent lady, to continue 
your tSttean for me.-— Enter not thefe 
**all* again, wtihl prove snyfclf a pe- 
nitent- magdaten indeed -—until I can 
invite yau to behold me abow to *e- 
fign the world, and aliks alfamanents 
^until, wpm by Mting, prayer* and 
hatfdfhip, I fhall i» fbmeineafiire haw 
eapiated the enormity of thofe comes 
for which I defewe to*dfcr.^ 

At thefe words* Madame La Sett 
covered her fact witb fcer hand, and 

the 



"tH£ tears trickled ih ! I^e'drtp^t1irbugh 
-iter fair '*h£neti&et l 4tig&k. AT&r 
*rhy : purtl wefft'witfc her'~l cn&ea- 

Vouhfed td ' Comfort 7 her— tlbade her 

• » 

not to defpond ; to. confidfer that G&d 
~wa$ ' ' vei*y mefciful^' ana never' rejedted 
iftfe'fijglv 6t a peiifesit-Htlie^tears of* a 
t&Htritfe heart. v 1 bew&tecf? witii ^er 
the unhappy credulity of " out^iflfci — !l 
iJrveig^ 'igaifift' d#t&? b a# "arts 

-*%• frttfiaffiS^idtef ! l <tfe»& Sffl&U4t 

was »tfw required — I hoped I witrflW 
•capabUiorwkhteibiiiacjs-fjwai^.j 

H6 M*. 



irM-f-^^^^^i ? iewred . ^e .with 
■fp\;°£ *ft?^ 1 * n J?,¥J; -^ fl»c could not 
exprefs her feelings— fhe fejZed my hand 
— Jhe carried it. wuh wildnefs. to jber 

lR) J.'ii !-.-»ji;.:: .• vj .- •-.(;'!- -. ;: =• 
. ^Ah," fhe exclaimed, "the cruel— 

die barbarous Marquis !— He "has i; rob.- 
,5^!^%^, 5?f Y irtu 5— but 9f flfflf* 
r— £S? r 1uo 1o ^iilnbsr> v:.j/.:..-jij v.L 

hi " i&^H^^^&fe? .«« 

4S?a\ ^$&B i W*r&b&s i te&en l[ has 

*??rte " I b;-TJ.'! i- -b-iiiunyi ••* vs *. ••' 

I will «*"iri4)gM{:Aci.«8wfi'op»;df her 

-rM c H gratitude, 
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.graijtfpde,! "^ return for a mere nothing, 
.a/twere charitable; Yifif* which gave me 
, more pleafure thai^ it could have con- 
ferred, on hfj> fince it afforded me an 
opportunity- of behiojdjng.the. mail, edi- 
ting, exaniph^rin^i^,^^ ;Atfd of 
Joeing conr/nged ;jha«.]wh .hetft ;«f this 
.|^fpjcj^nate #oman J fl{a%j(in.«er<}lY .touchr 
^with.a juft %feof,.^ex.dfHgfltOrf* 

^ejiad^c^vjijjacri^iniraa^ffQe «0bet 
Tt$4 fea4,ja f ^tfifiefi,9f, i cp^Kt|]rom fatr 
i^ApfffhO^k ^nd^ v j&ft|bj!»b- 

XmfflSRf -JpiTr* cir/ruipftfipcKl ne» 
jVerf, befpjje *bftnredjui||& Jr, ,beWd>'bcr 

-o'.«i • terdav * 



* 5 8 TbnQflEKOTPF Af **te #OTMt 
aerdfy; I mil otf rf ttf ykfa h*t forme* 
carriage tfa& fooT aflu*&l-^t6cl ihdfell*- 
cats to alld# tnt tb fte her with tnV- 
prguduted' <?y%&^ flit? W**l trb^Vtf, 
al way* talk Wltiif a* a great beauty. . 
- You :vfrilt petfhips' fuppofe that thfc 

Marquis tewirfg 1 gMrid of tfci$ engagil- 

i 

mtHt i* ffiefe'itfhbrfw; atkf h bttomt 
dwwelttwJU'buV'^W yA* will fcdfy 
t&ftift* > • W i&V pai^' his dcvcrfrt tfc 
DM <*fc&fci^*I« } Bfchtrs J tfhb ft 1 till; 

tM m<yft <*^t€6ort#£h iitall ftfls; 

-oYdlcWliTV' ^ ! I- Wa^H«Mlfag fitoA 
ch« cfcnvflK *Mfch IrftttairtSr dfe tmhaj£ 
py L^lterty ttif <ar*»gfe ww drftth 
▼toltfMdy- agtaft bf aiilWhrtii^atkl ih 
&c& »l«*eter'4tf t£pt*ftfetf&ci*faft* 

pro- 



proceeding. I was terrified, %&& lbofc* 
<d out— when I perceived the Marquis 
and this unfortunate creature in the char 
riot,, -which impeded toy way : at that 
moment I heard a; general, cry in the 
&reet, that it was the Mardiiot&fsilh 
La*fanne 9 wbc was in tfasmjb imminent 
danger $ and the Duke De Henrie, with 
many other young rtobkmen* wba *retfe 
Jbncjing at the dodr of whotrfwhitk 
Ipaffed, ranrowod mA.fctfuwfod mt 
*»:• Hght -uoaU the carriage* ihoul^bo 
4ftftg|igei|. J Mxu-mA'm^h &*# war 
hwito tjtf Duk^wd^aa^yiwp c<?^ 
staged H>t$ tfee kowfetf rft ^rg^tt^f, 
!wfc«e Ihe geotfemf * cfyflwed aboi* 
#*> to veil fro» wy.figfat tl^ ~difc f 
«*«M*..*i«* cjf..wjK fr^bafld ,fe^*0K 
: forth 
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{ovtti Mademoifellt:; I xonfpis it gave 
the fome pleafure to pbferve, upon re- 
entering my carriage, hers, lying en.- 
Tarety negle&ed byl every one . but her 
own attendants! whiUfcall feemed anxi- 
ous to -place* mine in*nts\faraler fecu.- 
rity* . A; wheel which had been, torn 
off from hers, ftilllay upbri^the^ound 
w-mind, 'that ?had: ibgered^ in.tiic ;fame 
irttaiieir, -Was^ritirely let tb rig^usjjiawi 
th&t^rtibtHftftentaneo^fly; ~ <>>;' jl 
-■» I affected hot t& know^whofe drt- 
"riot it was, -nbr'wfeG wtrt in It i Ijhcr* 
ftire fcfcgg6d- ; *he "Duke- if htf waina** 

t&releffoeft'of -*'taf cofechttWii h& eita&A 

fuch at| !t injury, (to ftflfcnfe 'them- 1 -was 

fcrfj^lW ifc> -^airtrti fiofrcil' they nvbuid; -00- 
ilnol CC p t 



.XUECHEftMKF dKfrba.MCKSiC. *6i 
t £apt*6f mywiripTif^nts/'r^tfaiiltdy 

. nt*- tojyMuvej he would mB-%* tb*\ icca- 
ftou like.- ant \ wba, confili&red my- pelitenefs 
igu>'J>is'r*toH.)*' hbrjier&l .»y people to 
^Jiftribiifc;mDD(tyJim6lig«; /the»bfiging 
-cxoudi-* wiiiramrtWHohiethr(i%}T loud 
-acclamations; ' o£ . .applkuie. ' '- TJie -wo^t 
-ft*€ir>3iif you wittpttit beffiiofr' it "Was> 
ijtfaaoIlfaMr Mademaife^i^BCirtetli^ 
dKufe^3ifb:x>f>pfi^ 

«agp?ftood (^wbendremeTe^dr^Waltba: 
dke vntdrhcriSuifriuiir <hacLtkcB iwbrt*&- 
jdrtion ttrfbcbolfl mcrraaijoBjWb;of\bc^ 
^pthriotteiloiultiiiido; wHlft they*fco*h 
-ciqJeiierareiai tfijcif'cibnttiii^c^nd ndgtak. 
**So ccrotinik isyijiia^fhe 1 appeairaACe 
Aof * woman, of girtm,! mil ahvay* com- 
mand 
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is fttfded by duty*, and has'already loved 
$>nt ip^roucli- fuperipr . to ' him in. all 
that can engage the tendernefs of wo 

•. JfIadamc ? PG t S^nfc^re, is tgonc to her 
iVilja- near- Paris.--- Ah, that Villa !-•- 
what a fcene ! — but I will day.. my im- 
getuous A peji,rt-De$ir Miris* need: JL re* 
^eat i th^^ ;i vhil^)Ii^a,Ye : lifei, I muft be 

J^^tRmW^y* .-:.; ';■ : \ : : 

-irO rnf- I .r»»id 'crr^r' : \ ;Ir.v;:iu i> .■: 
.Victoria Db Laus^nn** 



flBb jfi£ SUc 



Vic- 
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.-.,*■ I Victoria to Maria. 



HJTVfclE Duke *pe Maurice ' is return- 
-* ed'to tarisi and the ftrong marks 
of grief which were laid to be exprefs- 
ed' on" his Countenance, and in his be- 
haviour, have fled like clouds" befofe. 
thfc appearance' of the fun. 

He is gay, afliired, and gallant— he 
fpeakk of love, like one certain of fuc- 
cefs— arid paints to me his paftioh in 
every look arid word' :— W be fhort, — • 
he is troubl£fome 4 'and highfy difa-' 
greeable; ' : '-* v: V-- ■ ' ' 

1 1 was yefterday in waiting on Ma- 
dame 
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dame D' A****s at court, when the 
Comte D' A****s and the Duke Dc 
Maurice, made kilet* appearance. . I was 
in converfation with fome of the ladies. 
— The Comte. and th^Duke* whohai 
fliewn themfelves in the. circle, retired 
from it, and joined us. 

"You are too charming this morn- 
ingj Madame DcLaufanne .!" cried- the. 
Comte with a polite air,, and a tends* 
look;.." you outflxine i&beautjr," added 
he in a whifper, "eyeiy other- woman* 
the Qjjecn not excepted." — J curtfietL 
— "By aiy ( faith/'. continued he* " Ma* 
dam* I> 9 A****s. does not. aft prur 
dently in keeping fo near her pcrfba 
the lovelieft woman in France: — fhe 
muftf Be yfcih'to fuijpofe^ that flie will 

claim 



claim ^braqoit 6h thttfe< d*y» IkiM you 

Tht Comt«rpfey&i with- mf fan— i 
and in afcing* fcfre^'ftty- bandy «fte con- 
ttfred ■£> pte& my-fihgcrsi^^I : fifid s «t- ! 
tie — I received his flattery with a pbiW 
incttfiferencfr— he perceived it-^-atid tean- 
iagoB'thcBuke^ tim, fetd- hi' frvoicd 
jtrifc UwdenoiJgfc feMtte tb he&n * c this 
Ma&unfc Ete lUutome is, ^fntd, oHe 1 
of thoft cmd beauties Who 1 can behbidP 
the«tgonfe» they caufe, without fret" 
' iflfg»«ven-€ompaMon\— There ifr a fbme- ■ ' 
thing* ih her- eyefr, whrcft^awesine ifttb 1 
iitaace.~-Te& her r howfetferi J ifty dear 
Nfci^rice, that * Prince- loves- Kit, whof 
vtift only ydta* tfta* titfe-, air He catr 
ooo&r gtoty*fid power when - 

The 
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iu^he(lC(M^tc,/rfrivrtfciti<i^cl^ retiivj 
edto fome diflance, and ^ Duke 1 ; ap* 
preached mp,; litefoujed'ininy &«. 

^/f^^am^yo^,hay^ht?arci thet fiOtnr- 

Qomiel'Viiv/ v"iM5.:R ,V .■■:..■■ rs 
^ ." Yp$, my .Lord;?- : .cri#LI,> V £< ham 
The t Coiptq is L excu(abl^ ar .giying you 
fj#h : a Qfjc» i tg, % womarj: 9JF, wh<tf<5 plrktei 
ciples ;he knows .^thing :^o\» >M hort-' 
ever, tiayp.nqt the like apology in 'the 
acceptance of, it ton^kei-r-bu* if -you- 
are to learn it now,, jte a&)sed your* 
f^; and tell^9yr : PfinC(p,j:h« Ifajn ttOt 
the creature ^you^and he take me.i for : 
that, I owe too mu<jh loye. atad <3#ty.t0 
ipy hufband ever to receive, .with plfcfc- 
fure fuch gedjpftw^ fawn; arijr q&b 

man. 1 ' 



^■-i j. 



The HERMIT <*f rmftOCk. 169 
than." I faid this with air aif of anger ahd 
refepve, and walking from htrn pkced 
myfelf too near Madame D* A*** *s to 
buffer fuch impertinence again during 
my ftay in the drawing r66nriv 

The Comte D' A****s ft very hshtf- 
fome— is very witty -^- aft d ^coiild *my 
heart be endangered 1iy thfc con varia- 
tion of any othet riiafr b\it'Ij}rff/ the 
€omte D' A^V^dtild i>€ 'the rtioft 
likely perfon to fe't'me'oh my guard 
—but he is as much inferior to Luzy,'as 
he is fuperior fb every other.— Do you 
not 'defpife the Di&fe 'Efe* Maurice? "'' 
Trte&fartjuiis, 'iperefciV^ Ts'ruitfing 
himfelF with-pPay 1 , ^tt'hlfi 1 - extrava- 
gant geherofity to rtfadfelMtffelfe fc 
Elanc. -^is afc'Wrftoutt he gki&s 
• -Vol. I. I fy 



^^d^ejs^l^y^a confid^rabk tofa* 
J^p eft^tc ^f.Bclfont, has . beenrifoM, 
t^ defray a debt of .honour. nta]§bfl 
Chevalier D'Elbrey, who is ,a mut 
flQtqfidws . for living by the x ruifl< : #C 
others* The Marquis lookedf .£ JLJj$(bfi 
fcrious^ ugQn..it for aa hour M ^ t*fr 
— -but, a.jaote, ffora .his Sultana fan; 
duelled every cloud, and he haftencd- 
to receive confolation from her — or 
rather-H:Q be induced to fell a few more 

[US' .:";•■• ' ■ 

of ljise#ates A in order that (he and her &^ 
lowers fhould gain by his folly. She 
|tas, I ajntoldj, a new equipage for al- 
inoft every day in the year — thaler 
ejoathsajre fumptyous, and tha; J^er^Wr: 
cj* are as fine as mine* She liycyjftK 



fty lb hardly to be equalled— and her 
hWifc is 'the refort of ; all theiibefftibe 
jfouth- of fafhion. The Marquis tic 
ittttfanne is, however, above fulpicioflf 
— 4ie cannot fuppofe it pofiible, that a 
Woman whom he has once addrefTedj 
(hotrfd e^er prove herfelf unworthy 6f 
Ait? Honour — it never enters r'thi jpticfr 
Marquis's head, that; amongft thfc J £n£ s 
fufion of his gifts, there may be^W 1 - 
tain void in the heart' of a icStfrteian* 
which be never,- with airh^iftfem^an 1 
fuppiy. He 1 dtts not l ^*S# 2 S^ 
void mufbbc filled 1 B^ Wyty^i>p&g l 
mbft uffiduous and 'flavilfr ^tftilriH^ 
by*e^feon4iiefts*-ana, Wii!il? s 1oy tfiSP 

indalgerfc^df %tery>Mj>m} *Mte£ 

*H& I a ted 
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ted and knbwft tq be one of the rich- 
eft nobtem^n in France— -Mademoiftflc 
Ue Blanc \vould' fince Have deftft<"d 
Kim for a fupirior fortun* ; buta^rftii 
is not eafy to be "found, fhe cbntehts 
herfelf in paying homage to him, om- 
til the poor man ihall- have 'pa id* too 

"^eaf a debt to her charms and aVaricfe 
— until' he really ruins himfelf for evft 

"in fortune and in health. - 

'"] often vifit Madame La Bere > who 
really appears a fmcere penitent. She 

: ^ept itit other day in fpcakihg eTthe. 
Marqtiis, and fwelled with Indignation 
when fee infohned me> that' he had 
qmttetf her fitf Mademotfelle- Le Blaftc. 
t will tfwti to you I wondferfc*libwifte 
could mention him— and- ftiU^tixoi^^^ 

her 



TfcjrPJBfcWIX <¥>th* fc,OCX. 173; 
6ejr f d$ljcapy could ftart £uch, a fubjcct 
. Sftjnftnrh^/ anger to, when flxe m?n- 
^ipi^fJVlAcJeiTjQifelleLe Blanc! — but,, 
4£}fmK heaven, I >vas not cenforious iji 
ipy CQnje£kures ! and had reafon fooa 

after to .believe . by her behaviour th^t 

• ■''■ * ■ ,■ ^ 

f^fj^j^-np^^t was only the laft ftrug* 

gle.<*f W^pklog fl»me which -(he- wpa* 

gaining virtue fufficient to abhor. 

c :i-M4dflfAe D«3anfcerrc. is really atruc 

a&& -:4ffeftanateL frie/id -^ :fbc ,fel£om 

lmre» ; roe; itut oil oceafious,. which de- 

mand hefr prefence at homers flic rallies 

*he Marquis; cbajjmipgjy — and very 

■ ■ * .* ■ i-*J 
often makes him look fillier than is 

ft^plu^y jEiafwi:ai t[>:.hm:--rr-b$, .howc-. 

^KPSri^^e^Jeaifentey with good Kp 

7j^^yvAtanwb--fc-. dares. not- return it. 
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JShe.jaiked him*.'. the- -other dayyintar 
Jiyely jiwnner,v whether he did-not think : 
4us wife, the moil beautiful wemaitStri 
-the univerfe ? — he fmiled — fhe> ram tfnd 
took my hand, and led me to hint 
<c Here is a fliape !-r-an air !— a face! 
i^T-a hand and arm! — heaven and cartfi* 
«|a»-!— do but view her wkh «tem- 
rtfon/' .' - - .. ... .p v: :. 

-d The Marquis, who was fitting down, 
obodked up at me, arid fmiled again; 
sHj tijCkamsVcopie^ cried-fite wth' im* 

£i) lEhb-jtManguis >pulled me on -hit 

:iknoe.-:.'^.u-.o 1 ;hm • - ^»'- ' «■■'■. - .- n 
b!u(5«/W(fcjr/ -Madams-" *eplted he^ ^you 
j<fhalt''HaVtf my opinion; ~My^f&% 
certainty the moft perfcft botf^thlftlrin 

.uj.i'T i - and 
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and face of any woman 1 ever faw'j^— 
.but I cannot *be ' contented -^ith'thtft 
♦alone.— -She is witty too, Ibdievd*— 
fvery well. — This I take upon truft~ 
for I never law her chearful.— She Is 
warm, fenfible and loving — at leaft I 
have beard, that flic once loved with 
trdourv-^All that is very well too. — Her 
hufband never experiences from h£r 
thefe proofs of fenfibilityi^Tfius; Ma- 
dam/' added he, <f I may be faid io 
have the mbft charmirig* Woman irf the 
world in my po0WfionH-*when> in truth 
—I find her only a very Beautiful fta- 
tue. — Such a behaviour I cannot brook 
~-in(hGrt if ihe loved me—rfliewould 
a^d^ffere/Jtly — andperhirpsif liwa^not 
; .Jaej&hufl»nd-I feould : }ike her better/? 
L-- I 4 This. 
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Thisj jny dear Maria, was a very 
heavy charge againft me— notwithftand* 
ipg I defended myfelf very tolerably: 
—I protefted that he could be no judge 
of my gffe&ion for him, for that he 
never gave, rne the pleafure of his cob** 
pany at home, but in a large circle.— * 
I turned his weapons at laft fo effe&u- 
ally upon himfelf, that he was brought 
to acknpwlfcdge he might have mad? 
?. better fyuflband.-«-In fine,' I invited 
^iin to £up ^«I>me the i}f*t nigfct, 
and promifed.him amufement; — ; We 
parted very good friends that evening* 
but I per^civ^d he attended ; hi;s ufual 
appointment with Le Bla^c after all 
this converfation. 

• The oext night came-rl dreffcdViti 



•ri^afy ^kgaace iwbifcfc* reaBy bojttmc 
tty .fiwKUfw, ^d yfcick I J^iteeetfdU 
fe&ih that <fey better «tert^*^f *i«y 
Company was formed of -the nooft ^agree* 
able AVdmen of fafliioij^ andof me»<not 
iflferfoii^to them in wit and brillialfcy; 
After tfe^ tfiflm -wc*e^remd#ed, an- <k- 
tretae fine band -of rnufic which I had 
ordered to be prepared, in the next room 
ftrucfc up> and 6foer they -fead pkyqi 
feme ^tiine, ereryfiifldy- gptt &ii $ta|tef| ; : 
a'gf.accoraparueit bf-a Pjiiao^rto, ?ft$ 
^^Gornian fli^-thea . a» ^^tW^t?: 
thea ^Englilfe one* ^ujt,^^ ftpey^ 
of Artwer^v-TluriPfVAK^Sr^^^: 
flap -r-thti* aoetoipaaymcttts ';*&$*£* 
fck I— wit^-mipth— <md/tha smoft^JiW 

c &;lte^*fc^ #> P9*$ 4Sypry 
f I 5 .. heart, , 



bi*tk ^C^h^fcQ^rhe Marquis^ jwl» 
Wdfewpu^ ; trough polit^efo -W 
&KK&4rhi3 . i$ffleffae& — but . I coyld 
plaiijjy perceive that his fituatia#<cwaf 
Hficsfy to him, and that . decency pi& 
Ygnted his leaving it. I do affuje yoty 
djjf dear Maria, I ftudfodLto give hiffj 
dfiJight-rto charm — to infpire him w& 
lc^ge ( I even forgot Luzy for the night 
-rjrgr; at le»ft, I ftrove to baniih hU 
'$p§ &<m my bofonu—I confidered* 
iiatJifiv.thcpiigh any ooldnefc ornegr 
lfi& tft WZ Jtefcayiour towards hiixi, my 
hi^nigwe^imfelf up to libertiaifip 
~I T n*u#: ftand qopdemqed before. the 
tribunal of <5od an4*man. , The, though* 
ft^ed roe.^juuj I calfcd ftrthi & 
my ;ff^^xwfeV^8fi.fiW^f^^ 

ation 



«itti dWry^c5Mii>galtiflc^ to Ittikrf 
fetm fuppofe birrtfeW belov^ m<km 
^few him maftpb*«^llytd'to*^ft« 
I^tforifehftd to fing at hi* -rt^uefe^l 
cSftrted toy voice, and filled the toon* 
wfrK die fofteft founds I was miftrtifi 
«fK Solignac took up the flute-^-hejte* 
SdWipSnitd me in a touching and ma£ 
&tlf mfrnner. I fang of lote-— I 3tt>* 
lifted it not only by my Iqw-^-Pfir- 
ed my eyes on Laufarme— I mad^thetn 
fpeak more tttoderiy. Thfc^Mkqfefc 
Wad ftruck^hef Viewed mt WkfP tii &* 
dtf exttftation and aftomfhiftc^-^eW 
ttirned *veiry thing I had fo ycfe tf * f my - 
&lftofay, in a language ncHdsftitmg no 
Wft itittffigent. Itgrcwlate-Aeeompa^ 
irf wiS^di^erfing-^ billet wa^gtveh to 
.lie;"-** 16 the 



fes PM?ri*tf» ,VS* ordered -r- 1 ;faw : ua> 
rgpf e of him that , night* : The vsofet 
^l he- writ ,«ne, a gallaat letter-t+.he 
^an^cd ; TO^ for jthc delightful eveniftg 
be i hftd : p%13fed rT wa& forry he couldftdt 
c^tfo^xagnake his adieus iapcrfon— pray* 
ed me to accept ■ t^em then— forhe wasjoft 
i#$i$g.Q#t on a little tour to Flanders, 
ifromwhewfehe fhould not return for fcrac 
jPP e H^ — * Sfeall I tell you that J was 
ftfti^:?Hr{oh, _np ! — ray heart *{ill not al- 

I y$L*flkrfc yoyvJhaj, I lamented hjtf 
i^il^nrr-t|isai I pitied the^qp*avi- 
4 fif; e£-to* i Hi<H;*ls,'TTAfteF that J j^4 

.... 4 i down 



<iown my pen.wThe Marqti& : >i&uW£ 
fid «»fcw days ago; Hfc tofcOttitit '&& 
dcavoured to be p&lke u— nafc JBfiiF- 
times. exerted htmfelf • to appear tender . 
-*~my manner was uniformly fb to hitfi 
-— but Le Blanc — in fine, Le Blanc is 
his miftrefs — I unfortunately lefs ch'artn— 
^tng, becaufe I am his wife. ^ 

We are to have an elegant bdH r 4ft 
• -Paris this evening given by the qfficeftiaf 
Be****k's regiment — the Duke ©e 
F,***** always elegant, will, lUippiffi^ 

#W£h»df€^^ he 

W ShwWfig..! Madairte Be^ftiifctfte 
fap hi .fltaiKbe fcer.^ceeiibbfrfw tte 
W*»M^-^&" is a*gftlhwt rmn^rKwdl ^e^ 
?*«frclM>y /4b£ ; ttdicfg>aad h 4i *igtt»rai 
-**£: • favourite 
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down my pen.— The Marquis return- 
ed a few days ago. He has fince en- 
deavoured to be polite — nay, fome- 
times exerted himfelf to appear tender 
— my manner was uniformly fo to him 
— but Le Blanc — in fine, Le Blanc is 
his miftrefs — I unfortunately lefs charm- 
ing, becaufe I am his wife. 

We are to have an elegant ball in 
-Paris this evening given by the officers of 
Be****k's regiment — the Duke De 
F,***** always elegant, will, I fuppdg; 
outfhine himfelf on thiaacC*fifl!j£#£ 
i* very handfame-r-and v as ■ifo/ / m A e 
p (harming. Madatife S^Sm/crrrc 
(ay* Jijg^ftiall be her ju*» for the 
* iss/M"**-*-;;,*. 




ii^ at 




foy^uriteitamdngftitBem^. ( I fhali.geatd 
oWig^S aafc err** bqt • am . determined 
^pitjher to 4aHce or t<x flay there doing* 
— Farewel my Maria — coatinue totovft 

me* - .-... 
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Victoria to Maria* 
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Tttfi}QI€Er tohcor that Madante^De 
4i .Villeneauf h able to be removed tcP 
Bdvoir—- her eftate of that name is K 
little Paradife— and the air will, 1 trtrft, 
prove falutaiy to her. You fay ftfiF 
mentions me with ftffeftidfi, HMfcPdfc- 

fires 
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firer i** tx> i hope for ■■»» bitter ch*ngcf 
TMheaiieflbiall pieAfe hi^viei) •tot appoint* 
%11 my dear and revered Monitreft that 
1 endeavour to affume courage, and v to 
gain by diffipation a thoughtlgffhefs of 
mind which alone can. preferve me 
from .despair-;— • Remembrance. will* 
howeVcr, obtrude iti biify felf even irt 
thofe hours of noife and folly, and em- 
bitter every fcene. Tell Jber, hpwevjsr* 
I am not. wanting in my efforts to con- 
quer it^— religion inftru&s me to do fo 
~hoat I fccceed' ifaffiife- ^ie^Ssff^ 
my ; bitter ,tears> ca^itelL-rrl .willtur* 
tp another futge&, T&? ^k M&itfh*! 
I i^ft you in iny/Jifcta.picptn. fa : m 
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at the appointed hdur, and we. went 
thither:* wgetbatyi ''ISThe X£omte D* 
A****s's carriage had jufi: driven ■ off 
before mine drew up— he did us the 
honour of ftaying -to hand lit from if 
^he-'Whifpered as he led me- in-i-that 
he r in teftded co atddch: -himfeifi-to me 
for the night. "I fliall/!' cpotitiued 
he, " be at your elbow .conftaritly.— 
Do you dance i' *— I told him no-» 
he untreated-*-) pleaded :- indifpofitdon 
^hexteclafed.-then* that h^i^weuld no* 
be prevailed on cither, to partake of 
that amufement, and he kept his wox;dr 
The Duke De F**** *p©t us at -tho 
door of $hc bail roocft— -tie wis ck* 
gantly dreffed — and with many of- thf ; 
other officers condu&ed us to feats* , 

The 



The* aflembfy was verjr brilliant-J but 
was too public — the Duke JDc MaiMcc 
was there milked — he followed m6 
about all night as a fpy — he liftened 
fq every thing the Comte D' A****i 
faid to me— -and in fa<5t he heard feve* 
ral gender things on his part. I be* 
havect with* mv ufual referye* and With! 
as much indifference as I really feh* 
He had taken my fan front) my hand 
*— jmt by fbme accident it fell fromhis^ 
anti the ^outward ftick was aliftle JtfT 
maged^T-He* put it in his bofom, and 
rowed I fhould never have it more, 
I was taking fome refrelhmentfc 'which 
the Duke De F* *** hid prefentfedine 
urith,-— I pulled off my glove, and bew 
Ueve 'me,* it was ftoicn immediately' 
fc s v: : by 
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by I know not whom. My» ipy (the 
mafk) was very near me at that time 
-rrfo were the Comtc D'A***% die 
Duke De F**** and the ChevdrertDe 
Mondonoir. — The theft was femongft 
them — they all denied it — but I per- 
ceived a fmile from the Gomte D' 
A***Vs countenance which made me 
fufped him.— In ihort, during my ftiy 
at' the ball, he was never one moment 
\froto: my fide— and my ftay was longer 
!tluui3::I..had/ intended it ihould be. 
There were a number of maflcs thett 
r— amongft the reft was one who enter- 
tained the company highly * — Some fuf- 
; p£&e4 it to he<the Marquis De Pajroc- 
ne— others Monfieur *De-*Lovwoi— j^ 
.1; perceived*— or at leaft thought! per* 

ceived 



otiVed, Itodvniuch^cfvra -femaie vaiccM6 
beiievcjit torbc c^erx -vl rcwiwfkjsd it 
tttetheeorbtciD'A^^ts-^be wasvfftuck 
itltk^th© conceit, for the mafk wore the 
k^it of aofriar~-iand was really witty* 
feirical and polite. The MarqtlisJB* 
tSiu&nne came 4» with a Jady maflted 
Tfthe wore none himftlf> but ftpfJeSfcd 
iiF/tfap moft becoming, drefe and %ie 
fc;h*4 eve* obferved^him.w affiprae* 
TJjc fiw^a feeing, htm, ^diiisal^ 
jf^appwathcKl themr-with ta ijgrivenaAd 
pcrtiftLyhain :u < -j-fcjuu » ;v:w aipiiT, 
i&* ChiW/v.iiaid fi^r to e 'Ma&tfe&feHe 
Lb Biatic, " 2 turn' concerned t(^ feer&tfe 
fo*dcWith;the Man}* ir Be £itt£tatte 
fi^rrc^.»fi6^>nte M ,^ *>*> i-fl Jw :o — >>v 

r^W^ilfc' the??- father?^ 4*ifedi Ec 
S>.v» Blanc. 
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Blanc. . " Firft/':rqpiitfdiihciwai-^Be» 
caufe to be : arm m;anh<; -with>i- Jum 
implies a- fcandal to your <rhara<£bec*y 
for no woman of virtue .was .ever feen. 
fi). familiar *wkh hhn-~jaot.-.ewn\bk 
wife." '-J .'-. * /-..-.^ : :.-: ::..i ■". ;r 
Here I; ibhifkcd +*■> the :>Gw»tc £tf 
^♦**» s tpreffed^my Aanifcx:; r\: .v - iw» 
- ; "Secondly/ heeaufe if -yoti Widly 
are not loft to femimdnt^and ihasld 
happen' -tfrMtotxttiaiQ an Aligned ten- 
derneft « fgr -him *->he< i wfrt foon girt 
yo^ reafoa to repent your fond^eft by 
difxfriffing yim withignominy^and for- 
getting your carer having 'eojrfcrfed I 
faY0i»/ch;hina.T^Svich is^thrcharafter 
of him, whom you feenm-.tovicgjexi'^i 
your lover." ./■■>' ± .n ! * •'■;; , 

The. 



fr^heManfa&leolfJid bjfendedi ;" And 
wh* ai»>#ou," *X^m£cfc:J*fe itf'4-f4g$ 

a^Vi^dlH^r.bqW/rio repiitdc rtfre iriwt* 
ffcaJlHat fabr>\*ii?dkrr ,a aiwik j f-*i£~qroti 
thiniftrwst-^bcifilcnt now-^rfewt ftvetfg* 
tbeJfeiiBBtfVwrf/ another. ' tiaac r*-hawwer^ 
you had better not be ai>g»y.# aHl/fdr 
J; ihave , fome advice to gSt&ryair' in 
|Kwri:urn." ■>:■. .:. oi^ 

*I*srant;noncaf it*" 'cried'thfc&lfii** 
quia. Hi •■ - ' - .v.* ioi «ijavjli 

>■ /Si&^myiLord^^ 
ther, "where is yourpoliterte6l?i**bifer 

+ --fSkm&l6rqiAsi fuHenly compi4erf^>-i 
*** ^M^ws->refoiited»che friari € f he&is 
a lady «hprt I iiave often* feca with 
*/T thee 
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thee my fon-*4 have>(bm^etmc» met 
bef with thee ift a blazing chariot*wac 
other times I have beheld henratiinpfe 
on your ftioulder> or fupportcd fajftytfiari 
arm— *iow, my fon, the world feys jpotts 
have married the handfomeft wonttn&f 
France: — the world is cenfofioB&u» 
though for my part, to judge the b«tf 
■^rljfuppofe this lady to *be your wife 
— *^nd that poor negle&ed creature who 
beholds you with anxiety and tender* 
ngjfs — whom £very one talks fo highly 
of — whom I havc&eVer feen*wkh<y6u^ 
is & miftrefsi" . • '^ »' ! . ■■v-- ■ V ' 

Here the room refounded with ap* 

plaufe— -but as I pitied the Marqttid-* 

and really! -felt a good deal foriayfifttiiP 

fituation-*-Igave my hand tdSoKgQKP 

.■-'■ wher 
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fkiFetaycd bjrthe rM/ who^ejre&tttutll' 
d»gn>fied by the friar ott ix>tft<* be $tf^ 
fito^fo^ foftve. moments of my; depaf* 
tmx* ■•» Miuftaroe Be Saafcerre, holreverV* 
irhouftaid until die dawn of day, Kfl* 
«wflgmto: the gallant compliments of 
hftp ihandfome partner, concluded for 
we the con verfation of the friars ' Thtr 
Marquis whifpered him, that to exp&fc- 
tdi H fse.bim the next day in dtoeftw 
btbit—a habit wbicb would '4n$\fle-bifc^ 
tf.Uwabm as bt dtfervid^ 5 ;i!onv/-~i;: 
"This fan&ified drefs, Crips x&nkU 
nued he, '1 though but afiumed ki jeft 
-^^ft^-ft^eaifng 'in .it whkh rtoeckfc 
iP^/«^i~T(MDorr©w i will afk for 

."■*£\* f -You 



tee :fe*B *i£it«f Br &*«*3U)Q& 

, t " You flxall .bare it>, dujdj^ replied 
the fjrisjiy <c y<Hi fhall ftrip from dm 
head its reverend tbnfure-*~yau (hall 
b,uffet one cheeky and. I will tuinn the 
pther~yct — if the man fhouldat length 
Qvercjorrte in me . that fpiritual fenfeof 
meeknefe: which :I hope ever to' pre- 
fer ve — if, however, I fhould from the 
frailty . of human nature, be .tempted to 
rqturr\ your. refencaJient-rihy firft blows 
will be dealt— J not for myfelf— they 
fliall bear with them, the injuries of 
Madame De Laufannfe — my fecond 
fhall be given for theunfortunate-^iiripi- 
tied— forgotten La Bert—and the third 
fliall remind you, that a reptile once 
trod on can turn in hopes of ,vtrfg6 
ance." *■ • *\ 

The 
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The Marquis turned from him in iiM 
dignation— and the Comte P'A**?** 
fallowed the prieft. f 

. " You w?e but a young piece of di- 
vinity I believe," laid the Comte to h£m» 
as he got him into a comer of the room, 
deferted by all but Madame De Sank 
ccrre and Solignacj "you are* bow- 
ever, father, the moft agreeable of your 
order I ever converted with." 

"Ah, fon," replied the friar> "peo- 
ple fee at court very differently &q$x 
thofe in the world; — were yoy jp be~ 
Jiold me in my convent, you ,Nypuid 
turn off-— and Jcave my fober lefl^n? 
for ? left falhiopaWe hearo^bvt^t 4 
mafquer^de i find a friar fan be mm% 
attended to, than a blooming jjirl pf 

.Vp*. I. K Patmos 
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Fatmos-~-and that by a prince/ who is 
well known to be a man of gallantry.^ 1 
Hdre the Comte laughed out^ -.«>»- 
"Father/' faidhe, "fuffer me ta 
crave your 4jleffing, and prayers for the* 
reformatio* *>f ' Verfailles — but firft *i* 
hWm6Tx> kifs that holy hand.** 

* The Svary prieft would not confent 
to this faliitationi which was only meant 
to try by the** foftnefs and delicate form 
of the hand, whether it was a man or 
tttftftan whb perfohated the character. 
Thfe 'fefufal, however, convinced the 
Corfite of its being a female, and he 
told' her in a low Voite of # his conjec- 
ture— : an Jif ftie did hot IheW' him her 
ITaife l in ' private there — he would take 
an opportunity of making her unrtialk 

" ibme* 



fomewhere elfc. ' This feemcd? to alarm 
the ii&niou* fmr>iwbo difeppe{w&Y$ry, 
foon after ifc fpUe !of. the; Corttt* D*; 
A***Vs .vigilance. — So. iriuch- fof the 
dcclefiaftic— whom evefy body, fpeak* 
of— but no one is certain whoyjor what 
he is. ' : .j. pi: 

The next morning I received, from the 
Comte D* A****s, a very polite billet, ta 
enquire after my health, and at the lame 
time the mod: beautiful fan I ever -few? 
which he begged' my acceptance of. m 
exchange for the one he had taken froft* 
me the flight before. There is a motto 
of di^moads.oath^ flecks in thefe fewex- 
pteffive words, f ( J* vouf aim?" , Tjhicpre-. 
fcntisverym^gpificent,aqdwQf^iyof the 
donor. . -: • .; ... , . 

,..-. K 2 The 



The Marqtris l>e Laufanne looked 
difpleafed a* I fhewed him the fan and 
the bilfotf he aflced what they were to 
him? and throwing them on my toi- 
lette, he fitted the room. Poor man f 
-*i cowld jmw help die friar's fptak'trfe 
piain truth ! ;i i 

It is now, my dear Maria, fixmoi&Rs 
fince the Comte De Lirzy . embarked 
for Mahinica— and no tidings have 
reached Solignat of his arrival.— I do 
•ot&fftr myfelf to think the worft— 
*h* noJ-~J ^ill fuppofe him lasy— in- 
diftwrit^totiqtoered perhaps by the 
beauties ttf fome youft£*-^h^ itty God! 
—I ^1 even imagine! tbdt in prefer* 
enee to hfe being loft4fcr *?ferl Adieu 
my dear Maria. 



ixiof^rdc^rMootviilfe, itotfeeChe^ 
wtbtf ;D!£lbw. v v Alt my ready aiojrcjr 

tat ^nJM^&fitt? *ifarmet hwo^ 

TOitfobrfplc-rfor tthe loffts h4vc happen* 
cd ft tarJioufc, ,1 wll. oot .&*rs hsr* 
tefcihp flw»6lctfi«fpc£btDK)ii»eing >oblir 
ge&- ta pint wdbtrfother rjoftttc^icwkich 
JwtttU4iibpck>ii^!tcDdtaic6; £ tfa*ro<- 
(ott .o$ct 70UI the ieat of Gtafeacc, 

•>[J K. 3 terms 



terms I formerly mentioned, to yooj 
and to which you agreed; It will afc 
feftMadatne £>e Laufenne, .porha^t* 
part with a place to which (he has been 
attached from her infancy-— but I can- 
not think of 'felling ekher ctf ; thejfcjfeate* 
which my father left me- — unril I can- 
not help myfelf^they are valuable to 
me, more from (heir being admired 
by my charmittg" miftrefs, than for any 
other italb»-Hhdb : I can ntft thfnk of 
diftrefling her to indulge a ckprice . of 
my wife's. Adieu, dear Montville-^ 
I am at prefent a little lc*? fpirifed 
>— a. better mn dfofock to night j wilt* 
however, {et all to 'rights • agfiiri-uand 
one look— one fmile front* Le Blanc 
srill raake< iiue forget iivwy * difagreea» 
.".r.i.j i .4 - ble 



TSKS (3* awri 3* <*r m% *1© fcJfc JW 
ldeTen&t)on«^-->writt!t/ft9nni* her »-«fca* 
tdauiltcn miles: from ./Karis^rw-ifi fQfo 
mfatotfpeak came on* ttejCubjeiS: pf 
ClareBc3 > iniy;harriagc ihail atiandyou 
hithe*^*for I cannot think, of « going t<* 
towuu for fane days, at leaft*> -.noii\ju v 

pE X^AITSAlflUC. 
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Monfieur De Montville : /$ /£* Mar- 

: . . ^ri\^ .1 * *r v • .;;.:i-r, k v :.;i? 
Qyis De Lausanne., . .. 

rp HE fctrfat $& want, ! you m§/ 

without giving iip : tke hobfe <f&ftr°of 
K 4 Clarence* 
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Clarenc*. Had I known that Madame 
De Lau&npe was tcndeiiy attached to 
it* I fhoukl never have fpoken id you 
oa thefabje& of felling it. Do me die 
fovour to make me your banker <m this 
occafion— you have unlitnitted credit. 
You cannot doubt my friendfhip for 
you— fuffcr me therefore, dear Laufanne, 
to caution you againft the arts of Le 
Blanc. She knows perhaps that D' El- 
bcu' will always win — and that your 
gencrpus temper will never fofpedt how 
he ihould do fo— I however, who am 
not blinded by infatuation, can eafily 
lee into her forrow— and can doubt the 
Chevalier's honour, Madame De Lau- 
fcnnc^ah, my God, Marquis* what a 
woman, to be expofed to a pang wfaea 

a litdc 



a little prudence and an exer$oa ;of 
common fenfeon your part, coulg fo*P 

FVewel, do not be offended— 4f I 4*4 
nc& love you, Le Blanc and D' Elbeq 

iritcrfec-^Dd I iii^(poflfic6 €Us^e; 

I — ton "i — ; "sv£ r»a irgi" ^r? s?* 



^ Mu&z<ku*t''~ 



,ii\ ,/ns i .iSL;;;.-:r.~ c rf -., -,,.,. 
, . :... >: *- i/^d 

HjRNHY DE MottVVTULlg 

.- ;i ob btaorft 3if 

;ri babniM ion 

£.* rrl c,:nl sit 
- n^.L^dD 

•'" Kj ft 




201 Tft^S^K-M'IT^pF VHB^J&GKi 
ft MonfieurX>t M6tf firtslvX; z "- 

V; ■•'I'T V.. •>?.: ..iv.':i 5J t i;o{ ivol >: : 

YOU R ^cadfiiij^isji^ii^ifei^ 
fivefir^yoirf<^iit6o/g«-acco\ish 

If you choofe to have Clarence; let 
me have jour, an(^er — if not — I caniiot 
want for it a purchafer. I am, fir, 

Your Obedient, 



-»- 7 ; | 



HSmMe Servant, 

D* Lausanni. 

ft 



The HERMIT of the ROCK. 203 



To the Marquis t)i Lausanne* 

TW TQ, my .dear JVlarqui*, 3 I jpapngf 
-**. 1- confent; topoffds Clarence ;af the 
expenfce of Madame De Laufanqfr's, 
tears.-H-I atna coward -where a virtuous. 
Roman's; figb> are weapons againft, m^ 
— rbiit>I can be : brave where thofe^of^ 
couWezan fcre prafticed A to deceive^ ; 
j Adieu ! 1 wifh you would accept of # 
my firffc oflfcr, •■ ; .x :- r .• ? > ; ., : <> 

., ,. lt : , Ypurp.ever, - ; . • . >< 

* v ■ ' ' * ■ • . * 

v -. MONTVIfcttJ 

K 6 Vic- 
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ViCTpaiA: /* Maria. 

|k^T dearfiriendi lam very mifc«t~ 
* *■* Mc.-My amiable Maria, who can 
confofe me !-— *he Marquis is, I fear, 
almoft ruined— hid eftate of Cfarencfe 
isfeld— Monfteur De Motrtvitte I' Jieaid 
was to be the purcbafer—btt he has, 
I am tpMs declined it, and the Mam 
quis oSeredit in' my prefefcee tc* the 
Comte De Sablau. — Soligri*e y wfco \m 
by, hardly gave the Comte time to an- 
swer, before f he declared himfelf ready 
to pay down the money for it. Lau- 
fannedofed with the propofal, and So 
lignac this day compleatcd the purchafc. 

It 
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U h ibnac comfort *o oae that ray friend 
Solignac is in poflefiion of it — fincc 
Clarence is no longer o&bia-— I am glad 
k is his.— What a <bUy, toy Maria ! — 
butalasi Lgrkve infpneof my reaibo, 
— Ah> Lufcy I— every grove— every tree 
— every flowering flurub there, was en- 
deared to mc, Jby your having • wan* 
dared. tfc?ugh -all their fweets~r«hcy 
ai^^animi^fs to fhy vows of, love and 
fidelity*—: It was ifce place too of my 
birth-— of the birth of mf dfcar&ther 
"^hefivfouritfi nfidence of mjr. gender 
xx*o&£*!rr*kt place tobtdbt wmt&n&cnU 
ted to friendship by iriy Maria mi hit 
Vi&ori*. — Do yon iomembcr die little 
tuftk teoipk at the bottom of rite ave- 
nue «C jpepkisf—fcnd thai itfb <*nbo~ 

fomed 
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fomed in thfeWange grove? — how often 
have we liftenifed in them to the war- 
bling* of the thrufh — the complaints of 
the nightingale — and to the ftiH Tweeter 
voices of Lindor^nd Luzy ! — alas, poor 
Clarence ! — u cnitl remembrance — 
how fhall I appeafe thee !" — I cannot 
write — I am unfit for any thing.-^JThc! 
M Acquis *to& lo^ks ill — he frets — J ah, ; 
*hy xfoes < he not fc& corififtehtly with 
reafon !— »-he has quarrelled it feems with 
hir friend* Monfieur De Montville-^ 
that . griewsihinrr, ^ I believe.^— Madame 
Dc Siuifcem' lays, De Montville com- 
plaiiied to<h6r of his negleft — he talks 
with affe&ion of him — and afibres her 
the man is in himfelf naturally good— 
but fpqifcd byUhbiamprudince df his 
. . . l late 



ktfe psireiit^ ihdnitgehcd^-aitd by! feme 
fat^l prejudices which he has inqbibed* 
J jhonotfr this Moivlieur De.Montviile - 
-—hid charaftar istuidxceptionahly good 
-+4> am forry any' difference has*, hap* 
pefted bptweefiv-thdrti,. for I was forae- 
whatieafy" as long is Laufanne confuked 
hkrfriend£hip.-t^-Tiie poor Marquis W 
although W treats ;noe unkindly] ; I and 
forry for hum:!; c^'ftt; -.' ■•• ~ • ,;«'r;M 
-i^IadamciDDc fiaoToeri-c has juft b£en 
with mb— ^flic.oBtr^ats me to go wi$f 
feeiu:Q? Jb niaikcd <balk which is Hojjjft 
given this^ Aight in Earis, » $fc£ remarHft 
that: k? will 'appear < to! Laufanne *$,*£ 
1- was not difpleafed or Concerned , at 
his difpofal of Clartnce — Ihe reafo/& 
n»,inta the propriety of being f{** 
t t)i. > there 



tfece bf fcimi.rSfcc Uysfcch woft^ai;^ 
Agnation to JiUwUi, imtifc,afc ktgfft 
Qpealikfeyw, and inctiiiej|i»£&^pfe 

ply< wkh a hcxvj heart, ., iUw ht>^ 
dreadfuLk it to ^ffwre mi appfe#*M<# 
fc foreign m the peal feelings #£Jtlr— 
t witi pot Teal t^is umii mji;j-ctJon>-* 
bm will endeavour to amufei you tyi* 
relation of what pafles thereof! ; . ^ : 
..Madame De Saofodre £hofo tkeiti- 

ttesf^i^^'^ **T 

and finftpte ^ dCa 4hepherdefcu*.l[ 
ptefettedift for tw>&a(fbftdr*tfce fiiilm^ 
becaufe of k* bting z chaiw&ar xk$B 
did not require much wit <ir vnracky-^ 
the fecond for fc» feeing fcafiiy pw on 
witHoi* an amnion 06 faftcv «Mgiui« 

cence, 
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ccnce> or ftudy. Solignac, who en- 
gaged ' Madame De Sanfcerre's hand 
for the night, equipped himfeif as a 
gardener— and carried with him his im- 
plements, and a bafkttof natural and 
artificial flowers. Our party was large, 
and we went in about eight o'clock. 
I was accoHed on my entrance by a 
mafk who wore a pkun white domino 
—he told me my name, and in a voice 
J hardly knew. — I pafled by him with* 
put returning him an anfwer. — As foour 
as I wasfeated a devil approached apd 
jook me by the hand. 

cc Come, fair Arcadian// faid h^ ' <you 
and I. muft dance a minue.t." 

«E*cufe me;' cried I,. "1 h**S 
been warned -AgainA testation — a#ji 
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your very appearance forbids mettp go 
wi^you." .f..- ; - . .- -- 

• • "Ah!*" replied; he, "I am become 
harmlef*-J -foffqok .the lower. . regions 
to night in order, to ileal a glance af 
inn&cejicc — and behold— 1 am f*Ile& 
in love with it.'* :'>/; 

<Sapiiig.'this, he again tendered hie 
liis hand, which' j I accepted, after whiP 
periftg him "that to the Comte D' 
A****s'J would e'en venture to entruft 
myfelf." He anfwered only by a pref 
fure of my fingers. We began — never 
did I fee fuch grace but in the form 
of Lutv.— " Ah ! thought F— I am 
not miftaken— this is indeed th£ Comtc 
D' A****s. After we had finished, 
the applaufes of the aflembly made me 

blulh 



the '.tgriubefalf devil kiiedled atttt'ltiift! 
myi^ffefridiinprefehctof iHcAi alh^ * ; 
^ Where did you fteal thtffe -tfhin^ 
i^fifcjte^hat air oF; elegance, pi^tty 
maid?" cried an old ' ftc tt*>fife f a 4 

:ii.- c f :Not from yourconveftt father/ ' re- 
plied the devil. ''.£ *r; - 1 >'u .r.-v; 
or?5 c No-*-T)i(tf fwhihell, neither," re- 
turned tiiiexJiffended^eft. ': -.! 
\ -.•/* From/ heaven only couM they ! be," 
exclaimed- /the white domino who had 
^ccofbedrmei before; <" from iieavert 
cAiy/'/ and ifae iiffed phe henrx>f mf 
garment/ >* : * -.M ;^\:[ \ . ? -. -". -\\;: 
The pretty air of -this-gallantry ftrudi 
me a and taking a flower from- my riofe^ 
~ v ' j gay* 
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fd him for W*r«i^#utfcM.^H*$tafc 
fed the flower \ to hbrfips, and * MM in 
h^twlbffiu^ Istifx »oy J.i'.: \v,;7&r,v 
vi:^ : i- a^j^^jlnfaid tfo'ctarii -tt ftt 
injftlflH.iH}ic*a Ho r> i-?in: '*,t*itfi 
"Oh, fie!" anfwcred I, "whrfnjta? 
ltft fcjfc.jr<»* JtoftuW tenrr forfwoffl all 
ynamiablenefs." .' r. ... k i {>;:r 

-■ '"Ah^lDTti^tad chcv **4mt jit the 
fame time I ftould have made a .tow 
not'tq hate kllcn in lov« with erery 
yirtue-^andahs! itoceliiavdifeesfai^ 
there is na room- in toy heart fb* any 
thing elfe,.. excepting fcarind i jealpufjr, 
which are the infeparable handmaids of 
that pafiion wiuh iwhigh. you Jtave. in- 
iptred »e,V ' . ,.o!:.i .,.:; :,u in:v . 

Liras 



^ Jf;*w*^txmt ^co anftrer when* a riug 
p^^^e. by thcfleeve. • •>- 

,ii Trltath girl,^e*ckimed (he, c **tem:* 
comes thy boidhefs ? — who could con* 
Ctiive ttac* youn£ fend simoceiu: asyou 
appear, yott (hbuld be attra&ed by vice- 
-r^mlfthat 1 in iw <mtt rude Ihapfe 1 — 
The devil to conqtfcr generally aflumcs 
the form of Maurice-^-but Maurice, to 
captivate, heed only, T find, appear a* 
the devil." 

"Ah* gentle! lifter i" cried I— and I 
took her arm, " is this indeed the Duke 
De Maurice i" 

"It id— it is;" anfoered lhe, "none 
but* tfei Duke De Maurice could fo well 
perfonate the chara&er hehasaflumed,* 

Tfcedevfl taughed. 
'*» "Ha, 
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"tja, my pretty YfiftftH'^xried he, 
feizing her hand, c< ypU feefti to knotty 
the Duke De Maurige better than the 
duties which that habit fhould impoie 
on you. —, You can tell,. I find, how 
dangerous he is — though the virtues of. 
charity and filence ftiould rebel againil 
fb public a declaration." 

" I know no more of thee," -replied 
{he, " than what fome of my frail fex 
have told me." 

u l -begin to fufpeft my innocent 
nun," whifpered he, cc that you know 
as much of the Duke De Maurice as 
any frail one of them all.— ~Come, come, 
who art thou ?" and he took her fami- 
liarly under the arm. 
The witty nun threw him off with anair 
.- .- of 
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of -fiteirical coynefs, T proteftiHg, ' tifat Jo 

fitting* a connexion could never take place 
atihitt between virtue and vice y not even 

fir ' it moment. " What think you fa- 
ther ?" demanded fhe of the fat monk 
who was at that moment by her elbow. 
" Why, daughter," returned he; " my 
opinion is, that the devil who now Hands' 
before us-^-is but a poorharmlefs one. 
—I proteft to you, I believe there, is 
more danger in his appearance than in 
himfelf, for Lbbferve this fair fhepher- 
defs Mens to him with attention — a 
circumftance which could not happen, 
were he preaching «p~ to: her the max- 
ims of iniquity." " Well faid, father !" 
cried the devil i "now, fifter, what fay 
you to that J" 

"Why/* 
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ct Why,*' anfwcred fhe, <c that the 
devil has at length got hold of the 
prieft — and that I muft fly for it."— 
ftie immediately mixed in the croud, 
and put an end to their dialogue. 

I began now to perceive that it was 
to a man I hated above all others; I 
had hitherto been fo polite and oblig- 
ing — the hint was enough — and I 
avoided him as much as poflible for 
the reft of the evening — his art in af- 
fe<9dn ? the Comte D' A****s voice, 
had entirely miflcd me — he certainly 
did it admirably. The white domino, 
on obferviag that I wiflied to get rid 
of the accomplifhed dcyil, hinted *> 
him, that be had better endeavour to 
find out the face of the lively: Wh 

adding* 
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adding,' ." If I miftake not it -is the 
lame who perfonated a friar fome time 
ago.'* Thisfucceeded, and he joined 
amongft the throng, in order to go iri 
fearch of her. When he left us, this 
agreeable mafk took hold of qiy hand. 

« If I miftake not/' faid he, " thou 
art Madame « De Laufanne." 

<f Ah," anfwered I, "I am forry you 
can think fo — for it is to that fuppofi-' 
tion alone I owe all the fine things 
you have faid to me this evening." 

cc Why," replied he, " it is very true 
that I have taken you for the prettieft. 
woman I ever faw-^-but I cannot pre- 
fume to fay fhe is the moft beautiful I 
may yet fee — therefore if you are not. 
her — Tri pky to my wifhes, flip afide 

Vol. I, L for 
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for orte moment ybur mafk — and-if yout< 
face cofrcfponds with the charms of yow 
p*rfoa— I fliali at leaft have it in my 
power to declare chat I »■ have : beheld 
Madame De Laufanne's equal >. — > until 
then — Ivmuft own that I never- have/' ■ 
: ,c After that," cried I, « it is-, impof- 
fiblc for me to grant your- requeft— I 
am not handfbme — my, figure is die 
btft of me-4rmy face .would deftroy die 
favourable ifnprefiion.k has made on 
you, were I to indulge your curiofity. 
But pray, who are you? I never be- 
fore heard your voice— and .will acknow* 
ledge I can form of.-y0fur.fa9e no idea. 
— You are act the /Chevalier De Men- 
donotr*". - . 

^ " Doyoawifh m$ to: fay yes ?"-de- 

. manded 
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nxanded he. " I do not care about it/* 
returned I, i. • ■ / . 

"Well then/' relumed the Mafkj 
xc I give you my honour I an\ not even 
acquainted, fo as to conyerfe, with the 
Chevalier. — I am a ftranger to. you, I 
bjelieve^— however, if you wilh to fee 
my face I will indulge you — uwjd . I 
x but obtain fuch a promife from you." >, 
"Since you are fo polite, you, ibatt 
have it," replied I, tf coi&e with ms.to 
that fide board yonder, and I -.will, flip 
afide my maik in order, to take.foms 
orgeat/' / I; . ; 

As I fpoke this, I took Madame Be 
Sanfcerre by the arm, ; arid a*' We ■ ap* 
proathed the table, told her of my in- 
tention to fhew myfelf— and my curio- 

: An r < ". L 2 fity 
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fity to know who he was. She was 
anxious as to that particular herfelf- J - 
for fhe had heard many wonder who it 
could be. The mafic feemed trans- 
ported at my condefcenfion, and hurried 
us through the croud in order to arrive 
at the wifhed for corner. When we 
got there, he filled two giaffes of or- 
geat for Madame De Sanfcerre and 
myfelf. We took out our handkercheifs 
to apply them to our Faces,- inftead of 
, the mafks, which for the conveniency 
of drinking we were about to remove; 
before I untied mine I afked if I might 
depend upon his fatisfying my curiofity 
after I had gratified his ? 

« To doubt it," replied the Dominoj 
iC were to fufpeft my honor! — but to 

convince 
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convince you that mv intention is not 
to deceive, I wiH (hew myfelf before I 
can even have an opportunity to repent 
of doing fo — for to confefs the truth, 
did I not think you were really the Mar- 
chionefs De Laufanne, I fhould not, 
I believe, have made you fuch a pro- 
mife. ,, 

So faying he took off with inimita- 
ble grace the vizor that had concealed 
his fine countenance — and who do you 
imagine flood before me-?— no other 
than the Comte D' Artois himfelf. — T 
was now exceedingly embarrafled — and 
was almoft afhamed, after the fine things 
I had heard him fay of me, to part with 
my malk — however it would .have been 
a&ing ungeneroufly to have done other- 
L 3 wife : 



2to Th* rffeRMIT? JfIWi* H&Cf. 

wile : that idea determined me. — I took 
the orgeat with a trembling hand — and 
with-the- other I withdrew the pie« of 
filk which covered my face. He feized 
my hand and preffing it to his bofom 
exclaimed* " charming creature ! was it 
poffible to have, rniftaken for one mo- 
ment that fhaps — that air !" . 

I will now own to you my weaknefs, 
toy dear Maria, ahd acknowledge that 
U was: chagrined at finding it to be any 
•otlter than the Marquis De Palmene; 
who has difappeared fince the depar- 
ture of his friend Luzy. Some fay he is 
gone to Italy-^-others declare they have 
lately met him in Paris, thoftgh they 
did not fpeak to him. Soligtfac, Who 
■fhould beft know, tells me he ; is not in 

• France 



c 
France — that hLs conduct. , h&r, of- , la$e 

been myfterioiis t$ > him~that-be rsfiAssi 

he believes, chiefly in Italy — : th£t\he 

has never learned fo however from bim* 

fclfr— for in. his letters he ; oniy fays, he 

has abjured France till Luzy's return 

to it — if that fhould ever happen^he 

will fee it agaii> with tranfport — until 

fbeh, he (hall fate baund tono ; piace.ia 

particular — but will confer himfelf^s 

axitcpsa of die world. AH-this I k$ef*r 

^rjffttl muft .confels. a; .^ei^fiye Jippe 

ijad charmed my . % brea$ —7 aj$ £very 

wprd the Comte D'^rt/ws r yttere^,J 

thought referablpd th^-.^larguis'Sxpega- 

Iffit; elegant xnetjio^ of. exjxfiffion. — r- 

. T^tye jd9^ >: of -^onyerfiflg t . yr\ th.OQ£ who 

. b4^jfccn.jUu?y, even-pp Jt>oa*d the vejQTel 

■w-. .— ' L4 which 
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^hich' carried him' from France— the 
hope bf hearing that his laft words vrtti 
'"Adieu Vi&oti**"— his laft fighswete 
fent forth towards her — yes, my friend, 1 
I will own my weaknefs — and thatf 
merited the difappointment I had met 

With. : * ! " 

The Comte D* Artois had* managed 
the difcovery fo well, that nobody was 
the wifcr but the parties themfelves 
relpeftingany thing that had gaffed— 
tindwfc joined our fet again, without 
their having' the leaft ftofpicion of our 
real errand to the fide board. The 
Comte was' ; morc ' than ever charmed 
with me — He never quitted me for the 
night — he made 16ve to me — but it waV* 
not with arr air of ; infolcnt confidence' 
" ■ ' • • —the 
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. — the expreflions he chofe, were deli- 
cate and timid — and what would paft 
as uiere gallantry. — You may be furc 
I affefted to receive them as fuch, though 
in every fyllable that fell from his lips* 
I could perceive the agitations of a 
wounded heart. 

Our. attention was now drawn to a 
corner of the room, from whence wc* 
heard loud peals of laughter, and h$* 
held an immenfe croud gatfyered-r^e : 
drew near to them, and by. : fingu^r 
good* fortune got into the very thjeckefc 
of the throng, were we learned without . 
enquiry the caufe of this partial afienrv 
blage. The nun was in a clofe conver- 
fation with the devil $ the fpirit of which,, 
had . attracted numbers: amongft. the ■ 
L 5 reft; 
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reft, & graceful Turk and an elegant 
Sultana, came thither to obferve what 
was going on — we had taken our.ftands 
juft before they appeared ; and heard 
the nun fay, cc Well, Monfieurle Diable, 
•^ou have left hell for very little pur- 
pofe if your intention was' to carry me 
fcack with you 1 — What may be my fate 
fofnetime hence indeed, I know not— 
-but this I am certain of — I will mortify 
'tnore than ever in order to avoid you 
'In the next world." 

"Why/* cried he, taking her hand, 
"you have* not hitherto been very deaf 
to my perfuafions— It was by my in- 
stigation you put on this veil— -it was 
by my advice you affumed this becom- 
ing habit— and it is now by my comma/id 
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that, . y qu . flap w : the? (teaudfefr.- of yo w 
6*ee."-->-SQ %fog,h<3: caught her, Jo his 
.arms, and was going to throw back 
her veil* when, the Cqmte P.'Artois 
inten^ofed. •■■ t>.o.:r-'~ ■■•.: ! -. l '.* ,:,.•.. 
:. . cc -Nevci{,.by'hcaiw»iv. e*Qlair$e4 te> 
5* Avaurit !thoii:,cvil t piQ}t£tw : \irr7 &!* 
•lady claims., a fbperior. 1 pQwer 3 wtuch 
will prated her ir<m your infoteaGg." 
The Turk,- ixuiD rhad heaud vit^; pjea.- 
ftfrc the devil's .intention, to. ^ifeoyer 
the nun, ftepped fofth.to anfwer the 
Comte. *7. j 

f « <c And-pray," &idhe haogijtily y "why 
ihduld ar*y'j*#wer prevent a-ladyVbeing 
admired'?-— devil -totectite your work— 
slaifcfe -the room -ivilh .the brightnefs 
<bf ^We-eytSj- which. that envious 
L 6 veil 



v*il conceals * j from our admirati&h"! 
The nun went up tt>Jthe : grand fig* 
nior. ..■■ if: 

" Lord of the eaft, faid fhc, moft 
mighty Soliman — before whofe .throne 
all nations bow— ^and at whofe frown 
the magnanimous tremble! thy flavej 
kiffing the duft of -thy feet, owns hcrt 
felf anatom when compared to thee; 
—Is it, becaufe thou defireft to. make 
mt a foil to thy bright- Sultana, who 
in fairnefs exceeds the children of the 
eaft — and whofe beauties are. richer 
than the jewels of thy.<*owft £— *ah, 
mighty Sultan !"■ added JGbe.wkh .inimi- 
table humour, "fuller thy flav6, to he 
covered in .thy prefence — -for whoie 
charms can equal thofe of the virtuous 

Lc 
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LesBlinas ?" — here the affem^ftumtpd 
with mirth— and.. th# haughty, Sultaji 
appeared -r- as if he wifhed himlclf » ^ 
cbeufand leagues ojF. ;.- ,.,... , 
' "Or fuppofe," cried fhebri(kly,.af{er 
a 'paufe of fome .moments,, "fuppQfe 
I (forgetting for one night ,oply a?y 
Religious habit) ihoyld personate. Delia 
th.p finger! — I will call. for, a. theojbp 
<^idj dro)¥n your fenfes in a flood] jof 
harraany-r»-then poor I*lmira," faid fb,s p 
.addreffing herfelf to the fu|^ptuous.6^ 
tana, "then will you be , forgotten; [7*- 
ajui after that to make my concjue^t 
.more.fure*— I will alTume with,Rox- 
alana's wit all. her caprices. — all her 
.pride* then," turning again to thefuf- 
f&'mg favourite c f c tljen, poor Elmira, _ 

you 
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%$ok her h'iwd -and-kiffhTg it;;i"fyawi 
<are already" faid he, "& -Roxalanar— 
you have humbled -«iy"tttfteprt prided 
'forget— forgive 4 four veil ifhiall be 
Atnornas you ^pleafe-— arid i jH*o#iife Jie^- 
Ver to offdnd agaftnT : .\> •* ■ ' J ' 

r - "Ha !* cried - A*j£" an& i» <4?ha* aM 
5you promife ?-^Gome, tome-^4 'muft 
ffcafe & little • converfatlori: with- you *ift 
private?— I know 1 you ;Very "weSI-^p£r- 
liaps 1 afj)ire to 1 be lbved by yo\i !-^ 
were youl not Indeed a married man 1 , 
I might be tempted to break-tferotigh 
the walls t>f -a cloffter, andfirfd : a lhe£ 
rer under ' yotir majeftic wing. *^~' But 
as that can never be, you need not feat 
So truft yourfelfforafe^rii<Jri^ n ts^ith 

me 
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rfne alone." He -afliired her that fhfe 
■had only to name her place and hour, 
afcd that he would be punctual to both. 
-She whifpered him — he bowed. 
• cc And now/- exclaimed fhe, u good 
folks, *k is time for me. to abfent my- 
felf from * fcene of diflipation which 
nothing but the hope of making con* 
Verts could have allured me to — If! 
have fucceeded even with one, I fhafl 
i3e recompenfed for my pious labour—- 
if I can change one heart, I am fatis- 
fied." — As this was evidently meant as 
a flattering compliment "to the : Sukan, 
it \vas received with upplaufe. — -" As 
fof this poor devil," cried fhe, " even 
\et him' efcape to thofe regions where 
he leartted his firft precepts~and where 

he 
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he is only fit to live— let him, however, 
carry with him this moral truth as a 
fcntiment which he may give the 
ton to amongft his companions : that, 
to a woman of virtue, nothing is more 
infupportable than the perfeverance of 
addrefles which cannot end with ho- 
nour — and to even a woman of gal- 
lantry, mirth is always unpleafmg un- 
lefs checked by decency and humanity. 
—It is to this gentleman, cc added fhe, 
curtyfing gracefully to the Comte D' 
Artois "that I am indebted for not 
being known to the whole affembly — 
a circumftance that mult have pained 
a female not totally loft to modefty 
and feeling/^ — As fhe finifhed, fhe 
rufhed amonglt the croud — and it was 

owing 



The ft&BLMIT of the ROCK. 233 
owing to -an accident that Ifaw her 
again before I left the rooms, 

Madame De Sanfcerre and I ftepped 
into a retired one to take off our mafks, 
and to refrelh ourfelves with the .cool 
air that came in at a window. Wfe had 
not been there long, when we heard 
fome voices in the next apartment to 
us — and as I thotight I was acquainted 
with tljti female ones, we looked fhfrpugli 
4 curtain which feparated fhe twq rooms, 
andtheJre. beheld the nun an4 tfeci.Tyilfc 
together, in dp?p conference.. — And 
who, my dear Maria, -do you think 
their bare faces difcoyerecjl them to be ? 
no others than the Marquis De Lau- 
fanne and Madame La Bert ? — Madame 
La BeFt ! — I was all amazement — yet 

fo 
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fo it reaHywas. iJ -They feemed to be 
making up i '<jM" f differences— fhe wept 
-iadjlamerfted her weaknefs-^-but love 
*~ aill conquering love ! — proftituted 
iwOfd-l ' <■■ ■• '.--■■• > : ii i.. i «. : 

:,.« «-We hatfe -die tabic, of :it!" faid 
Madame De Sanfccrre^ retiring with 
Wifgt fratti -the -curtain'.' f:l .■»!:■■-■. ■ 
v ** ; Weteivefei(ie^dr Wplied I calmly 

I ^Wife^dabevetfed^ their itttfigtfe itt 
&e iam^ manneir/^ i3o«tirtwd^ibe. - 

f c And We will Foi^fiVe diem at this 

lament, * my dear Sanfderfe," Cried 1 

—and 'lifted fny^achftfgliead'on her 
"fhoulder. ' '■'* 

I will tell you no moi*e, my dear 

Maria -of our nights adventures, for 

there 
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there are no more incidents worth re- 
lating — only this — that Solignac difco- 
vered in the drefs of a gardener a paf- 
fion for a fair PdiJ r annc> whom he politely 
faid was always too much his fuperior 
until that -evening, to % fuffer hirrt, to 
ftrveal it before-— but Ac looked n fo 
ruftic-^o fimjrtc-r-fo cdridefcendingia 

itbishufnble garb, that flie inTpired'him 
•with courage to lay open to : her* 1 ti£ 

#: prtcfotts ; fetr«:. A^eo/my-Mfcl** !-•! 

\kto mordyouirs draft 1 cfea^^irefii -** 1 * 



'.' • Victoria 1$u LjtfsXRjfoi 

: {. . ; . ■": • . '. : . iK-'-l Ai 

-■*■'■'■ Madame 
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* Madame La Bert to the Marquis De 

Lausanne. 

TH E declaration you.made.me laft 
night, Marquis, has given new 

charms to the world — has added addi- 
tional horrors to k convent. In burying 
myfelf ip folitude L affumed an air 
t>( penitence — I bewailed to all whofe 
charity brought* them to vifit me, my 
former indifcretions — I wept over paft 
errors — but owned to no one except 
your wife, the criminality of my con- 
nection with you : her piercing eyes 
were not to be deceived — her religion 
— her piety induced her from thiat in- 

ftaht 



The HERMIT of the ROCK 23^ 

ftaht to companionate and befriend me. 
It is from her countenance I hope to 
retrieve my chara&er— It is from her unfuf- 
pefting nature I mean to enjoy thofe 
pleafures, which the cruel breath of 
fcandal deprived me of for a whife. 
I have written to her — I have told her 
of my intention to ]appeaf again in the' 
world. I have attributed to the inno^ 
cent gaiety of my heart, a diflike.. to. 
the unfocial confinement of a cor*veaft 
I have prayed her * to Relieve me, -|ty£: 
lefs fenfible of my former unhappy 
weaknefs — but determined, with the 
afliftance of her friendfhip, to partake 
of the charms of a virtuous and harm- 
Jefs fociety. I have taken a houfe in 
the place; royale, and Have abated no- 
thing 
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thing in its tafte of my former magni- 
ficence. I fliall fup at home to-mor- 
row night, Marquis. — Come to me — 
I promife to mention nothing of Le 
Blanc — the fubj eft gives you pain — fear 
nothing of it from me — you have a 
capacious foul — give me atleaft a fhare 
in it — if I fteal more be 'furprized — 
but regret not the jbft power with which 

I (hall ^nflave you. 

La Bert* 



To Madame La" Bert. 

HT^ HE invitation of a Venus has 
_■*• charms — but wheji tfre Mvit pf Mi- 
nerva pens it what man caa . i;efij8: its 
eloquence ? — I come a Madajm-r->t obey 

your 
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your funwons-*— prepare for me a wreath 

of lov$-r-at. your feet (hall you encircle 

me with it. 

De Lausanne. 



•» i ■ ". 



Victoria to Maru. 
• • '\ 

THE Marquis propofed ourmakrngj 
a party to go to his feat of' Trpii 
Riviere— I immediatelyaffented to it, and' 
invitedwithhimalmoftall the gay and ek- 
gantyoung people of fafliion in Paris to 
accompany us, The caftle is large,,, and 
its fituation is moft romantically beaqtir; 
ful. Apivilion ha$ been erected in the 
centre of a thick wood, under which we 
have had the mofl: rural and delightful 

enter- 
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entertainments. Arotundain themanner 
of Englifh Ranelagh (which Laufannc 
often talks of with rapture) has been built 
on a rifing hill at a fmall diftance from the 
caftle at the foot of which is an ena- 
melled plain of a vaft extent. This 
rotunda is elegantly fitted up, and* we 
frave concerts and balls alternately there, 
fe^eryperfon feems happy — every perfon 
S^eally fo, but your poor difcontcnted 
Vf&oriav She with her friend Sanfcerrc 
fredftiently deal a folitary walk, -during 
which I indulge thofe tears which flow 
from the very centre of a forrowirig 
heart. 

The Comte D' Artois has honoured 
us with his prefence — his wit enlivens 
all — but his particular gallantries dif- . 

trefs 
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trefs me. The Duke De Mauric$ has 
not been invited— he was not in Paris 
when we left it — elfe the Marquis 
vould certainly have remembered him 
in the general invitation. 

Would you believe that Madame La 
Bert has written me an hypocrmcaljpc- 
nkential letter, deploring her pafl: fault* 
-^-declaring a natural antipathy tqt a 
conventual life — and praying my jpj^- 
te&ion and countenance in her &CQfyj 
appearance in the world? my ^pCwer 
was ihort and civil, alluring her 1 was 
grieved for her paft mifcondud— anc^ 
hoping a reformation of her manner? 
—-that my friendihip could now be no 
longer ferviceable to her, and that 
ber own prudence would be her befl 

Vol* I. M guide 



J& T%0 fl«KHIT--o? HtfHBez! 
gifid$ f afifl |>rJiteai6H.~THe MUrqtitt 
?#Ve¥f polite towards me— bxit 'rh&t 1s ; 
411:* He often goes to Paris* " aS v ft£ 
fky*;*'6fi particular bufmefs — dbrto* 
which time he 'leaves Solignac Mdittt 
drtogifr' 'As it 'h our plan thafno 
cHremony fho$d be ufed, and that art 
febtftdpurfue their different inclinations, 
fc&%>ing from his guefts is not conff- 
Sktad aci a breach of politenefs, butsS 
iB^eioimfde of the freedom every other 
pferibh flitiuld life : befides, he calls 
f&fofelf rxnly a yifitor of mine— -and at 
fbtffcs" his Company that he was invited 
by me with the reft of the gentlemen 
whom I favoured with a fummon$, to 
be of this rural party. Unfortunai* 
man I— he will, no doubt, fee hifc $rf>- 
- ■ - ' fiirdkies 



fur^iti^s wh^a it ,i§ toolatc j$Q ame^d 
theHVrrttf will? repeat of his,«r<*&vUity 
vfhea.h? cap b$liev$ nolonger.^-I weep 
^er Jua errors, and pray for his con-. 

j Madame De Sanfcerrc and Solignac 
ire happy lovers. Her former hufband'a 
ill-treatment has not difguftedher frorfl 
wearing the matrimonial chain. loThejt 
jrc: .both lively — they are both; hand* 
fonie— ^and they are at onee tfejftdotighe 
and envy of the world. -iUhty dance* 
they fing together-— a fimilarity df daft 
pofition renders them always agreeable 
to -each other — and the (mall (bare of 
coquetry that runs through her compo* 
firiofijikeepk at the fame time his fears 
and love alive. I would fay they were 
M 2 formed 
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formed for 'ejtchcother, ha# thdfc often 
pronounced the lamer oJTV wiiferable 
pair, who feemed to be as iiear hkjpjii* 
nefe— but cruel iatc divided them for 
ever. Ah, my Maria i when in ''the 
woods of Clarence, I Jiftfcned to.thofe 
puce ^nd delightful fentimchts which 
jQjOWjed , from the lips of Luzy- — \vhen 
\ttfff ^.owa boforn felt and approved 
^^iaj?^bey uttered — when! afmiling 
Jfei^e^ ofa m indulgent mother looked 
e ^ir& n ^a^}acppy on. our mutual, paf- 
Jpjpq~<»<li4 I iiot then fay Luzy was born 
v|br his Yidboria alone 2— Ah did not my 
'hard deftiny foon tear me from his arms 
M-^-and condemn me to Laufannc'-S ! — 
Jtemembrance, remembrance— thpu art 
too painful! . . , 

* I was 
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: I was weeping over a ftridg x>f peaH 
which Luzy had prefented me with in 
happier days — I had recalled the gjradei 
to itiy imagination which played around 
his perfob, when he with a gallant and 
tcndct ^t y tied it on my arm — I pic- 
tured jo myfelf his fmiler^I beheld him 
drop on one knee before jne^-I there 
heard him pour forth a renewal of Hit 
fondeft— the moft faithful vows — v nSy 
heart caught the Same which fed^ 

•hadkuidjed — and forgetful af/m^f^ 
band, 1 1 dared to prefsr the fenfelcis 
beadjB xa my lips* , I : vps in a jfijmmef- 

4k^ A}«ne^4od did, not fuppofe any 

IV&K& & & witnefs to my tears andi 
weaknefs. - <c Ah !" exclaimed I, " where 
art thqu my bed beloved ? — where,doft 

• -■■;■; M 3 thou 



fchou liraadcr'a^ptTytqr, anxiety and3ef- 
|)6ir fcii^tda unfortutratbi Victoria ■*6 ; Her 
fate has involved theeinwretdiednefeP 
":' Here I'-'paiirfed to jrarfij.f.igJHif.'die 
%raceleb'*q m^ lips^badwrelteiftifig^ 
the crotiTieeir.em«fir7''wh»:h thai'btond 
Ifte to -the Mstqtikiid jMfltysg <H *f«Hft 
me, and if fellibeford me<>ft -the -£*$»& 
;t "« t; Whiitm'Iabciuc ?*.*g«B- ; t almeft 
l ^olfelfed kf'Mdni'™ Qri;-Latokftiie 

" c '&t v &a£ m'timeril? I tfrar&&ftifttng» 

and quicker than thaogk-thfe don&e©' 

i-Afibifr *flfc<*i : «ih ' ray p&toe a*C !i wfc 

-ihocked-WE waj'b^ufta-^rwifc ft*#d- 

*encd almoft to- fainting.' <Hfe *fe8iiatt 

my agonies, and' fell at f my feeto* or 

" Lovely Madame Dc \ I^ktf2c««ii^* 

• ■•'• • cried 



crffd Jie ip. a treqxulpijs , tqaft 7 "ijjfli 

nothifig-rlt is tn^e lam. pot ypuftV/?^- 

dw&T+yzt I profefs myfelf your Jfri^ft^. 

Jt is true I am not a favoured JLover~- 

but if he that i$ fo happy as to poilefs 

your heart, is now a w^dererip.F^ce 

. TTtVPy ^proteflion fhall fyvt . him ..from 

deferving. that appellation . in ..fiHure-p 

.1 wUL have him placed abpjjf.nav.per- 

r fbn Ja favour and fltiag»ificej^^., igjjl 

: me ki§ name, J .jje/wphiiXgu^iWi^anj, 

jM»d. le* h>, abfe^ce, _c<$ ^ou^o^ gwm 

-SWffft j •■;n- HtliiSif" i iVi wjbfop'hft* 

diriddy afcrifakxHwI -weep nokhfe vbfcrite 

i-htflbdny votrn wcakh^fs-^-L am^mftiQrfed 

to another-rl ought, no* tdirefle&ipn 

Mttj=Wilfe pleafurat-btit, jdajl Irhaye 

;''!:■ M + been 



1>een aitcuftomed to regard Kim fnnh 
' my childhood — and he has many virtues, 
Me has left France— I fiiall never fee 
him tiiorc — and I wifh not to fee Kim 
•^all I defire is to blot from my remem- 
brance his image/* 

Here I wept upon the Comtek 
moulder* who had thrown a Supporting 
arm around me, and was mingling tears 
With niihe; He begged to hear the 
iferv^I declined relating it — I had 
no* intimation to expofe tny'Hufbandr-*- 
on the contrary I blamed my own iri- 
- gratitude' in weeping af the iitk '6f a 
forrhfer lover, when fo amiable a mid 
as the Marquis def&ved all my aflei- 
tion. The Comte fhook his head— I 
pretended to take no ri^tlce^oi^hTs 1 in- 
credulity. 
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fecret which chance and piy folly had 

4 d^oveTedj ; and difcngaging f myfelf 
' :{rgcn titft J left the iummerrhoufe witji 

precipitation. When I gotta my apart- 
jpen&tjUjfoitnd Madame, De ^apfcerre 
jnijH-I threw myfelf into, a chair,, and 

in an agony of tears, I told her wh^t 

,kad:tappened-r- 

.,, "Jt yoijld Bave been ridiculous," 
•-"* : * ■•*■ ■" - ■ •- •■* :'■ '» i :.T«i r^ivr 

:.ci;ied.I>: "to haye denied it after all 
he had heard — the- only way I had left 
was tp make him my friends* . 

: fijfiy -wilbj. iHicj^ihe (aid that,. I .behave^ 

ift&^oag...4«ftroyin^ lp ,1^5 ? ?. a 
r ■•*■:'! M 5 lover,. 



fbve^ ' would/ rather- inspire new * ftfctf 

rriore daring ones. " • •• ». " • ' , 

j) ' " ; Ahi myOoar eJccfairrtidl, «hdw 

wretched amll-^whatwill becon&of 

'nfeatlftfrl'*" J. ; ' -.--■' ..i.y.:> i>H 

1 ' My friend then began- *d'cbnfole ^frfc 

— flie fpoke reafoh in Its rhdft periSa- 

" live language — fhe fnade me confefs 

that I was both weak "ahd'ttilpabfe" lis 

'irtrffering Luzy to becofnebwee more an 

3 &DJecl : of my meditations; ' ' I ' bfoflfed 

—I acknowledged her juftfce-^LtJiy 

was again to be-bdnimed from' my idea 

-^but that tafflc'te 1 f&a, "faMft 'cdtfefs, 

; I never ' can * aceompiiftr. Mir Ah 

ltie left me to go- afldiriake" fcttfeftfelte. 

As foon as I was aloney FrecbUefted 

my ftririg t>f pe^s^ttwfc-VaWaMe 

": M from 



ironvits owri coftly.JM^fiifo otfcdfl^wrf 
-Nannette to go;. to : (be A^mn>eivhoufe 
i»d (look >iiw;j^:iafacd«rT^<flf?l^^ 
*nd returoed vwithr.aa , atifyw^ fha& ; jt 
v*a*TH>£t&inv I was altf&ft <fr%a#«J. 
"Ah/* thought U >«it> was, the xwily 
rtokcn I. ever kept- of. JiU lov&t— th^t 
/-imilc-^that air with*whk^it-^ras. g^- 
<. fenced !«-*h, inyvbeedkfii, feU# ibnfcflW' 
^could I >abapdon : tht& iwvttejttf^fc^ 
^cf the moft pi-ecious 3%&94^>: p :< ; 
! I>*rcpt> IJaau:i«»din^^^*uur 
c*'-Tj^t ,;hc«>r approached yjitfi^J) was 
iftbligeck to jaia,my qampju^^injtl^c j>- 
-Iwtfi, ouut ^eftdeavcwffai Jb;M»ifc>a 
i«o^pon>poi3pl ;c<wintpii(wp^ tHaa the 
i«^iit^pni)f ji>y >wrt could, cw^ll 
i/- ?; M 6 allow 
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M4w<)f^ l A^lc)^&i^:xocm what 

ev^yooe wa&affemBled buDthe.Coai3e 

D'Anois; the Chevalier De Mondo- 

Tjtri? approached and x iedi<me.>tQoJa fag, 

-th^ Jianging over my charr> laid to me 

•fe* : * few *Wk<»; - ^Why^ Madam,., do 

yofc appear penfive? rr*-&tnethibtg.*has 

happened tab .give you uneafinQf^Jrr 

could I-^abyCharaoTrng Marchionefs !rr 

«gpkj* J^ondoabir Jievof any fdrvicc.tx> 

W^ x ** f*W*7 my pwMJ.poarei — I lire 

Jjffflfl *ft ^VP* °* iwk;ngmyfelf one 

titoje $$#*?; wor&y of ..ypur^cfe^." 

• f /Fh^iC^v^itrjr J bqlievei ^imagined,. 

tha^I ^ ijra$L»p^app7 aboaita' n^rjia 

of ill luck Jwjha£h;h^ 

Jjanne : he k>ft to an < Engliftx nqb^cp^ft 

1 yffterdaf inPwis, five thaufe^pbi^i^ 

•'-*•«• * -~ and 



ai*3 went iFithw again* tkVday WtfiiP" 
•diatge the "debt of hbntotir^rWlFWbt 
ft *y my peri to anhtoadvert upon f6-$i£ 
-agreeable a fobjedfc— alas ! it is to iky 
piftpofe !— fo I will proceed in my ftdry.* 

I ftnfwergd the Chevalier in a ^rtmfe 

'of i^wtghtlinfefs which amazed himj afcfl 

at -once delivered me frond being fiMpec- 

ted of melancholy c« any iccdoijt. 1 -^ 

"We went to diriher—^the Cttht&W* 
Artois did not appeOT^e'^^VRS^^ 
be found— at the conc^fie^^ 1 fBrf 
abferit— at' fi^per he 1 ^'iffify&am 
and every body cdntf aHfod fHSphfe 1 &ad 
left - Trbls Hivfete; Whtti *N)fe } w«4? 
paft5hg- for th* night; I'*>olt J Ma&nte 
fife i: S5fri(2erre fey the afmiy W a* t**? 
d&& fli<ttie very bright 1 ^prdpolfed lb 
■ ; " her 
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ibcr : a walk ih the woo£—- fee liked the 
thought, and we failed forth* We bad 
aaqt advanced fapinto it before I pei|- 
^reived fome one dart through a different 
j$f t of it,, as if to ffcun our foqiety-^ 
.t^circqfnftanc?fuprifed--rnay j , alanped 
iw^ a^d ve paufqd for a few mome^a 
^T^owcver we could not prevail oji 
purfelvzs &>.$>XQC$sd further,, and w£ 
apfuijned to the caftle where I $ook 
^«W?o q( ; c JV^daroe JDe 4 Sajifperre ; aad 
■3TftH$e$ for fomc tim? up, and down a 
^gallery s i*hich . >is» fevered on the top, 
ifeyt isropfift ; frthtrMe*, mA g»es ;half 
-round the houfe* Ih&b not ;bcen thw 
c long> when I heard fame ftepsfottncjiog 
. in the gallery — I 'could not , difcover 
whofe they .were, for 1..-wm qu«fc*t 

;.-, ' the 
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the other end of it,/; and tft&y'f<#me4 

-approaching, but at fotirie djftarte* 

From the foftnefs of thetread> I guefled 

the perfon to be Sanfcerre, who perhaps 

3rad 'looked ' into shy: chamber, and wafe 

imeaf;; at not finding me, the^o Pre* 

^ffcffed. with this idea/ I waited the 

^coming of itiy ffiend, but what was 

Vny. amazement, whtn infteadof heii "4E- 

:b«htid-theiX}ototfc Df Artoist it : w* 

" the way. to; his* apactment-^that gfttlet^r 

<30hdufted hirfr into ift5te ; of itk>rri$, 

r at the end of which ( was 'filiated- his 

;b«d chambm-H^tti *a* thfrcihM.mttot #> 

( ittir<V wbtote;wa*{b^tt^ uiv- 

jw^a9)4ti«p{)earah<»»;i.' ; , •.:■•,>. a c -y, ^> 

i^v^.lSbdii-Gtf^.MMtfKi^ : cried ht, 

"»-v d6i4^d«am*--ar. isat;pcally< the;figure 

Xln-' of 
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of Madame De Laufanne that I now 
behold r 

I was in fome confufion at his find- 
ing me fo frrangely alone at fuch»an 
hour, and in fuch a place* ' but anfwered 
him with riompofure and a degree-.of 
gtevky, which' ierved to check; that ai$ 
of vivacity arid joy, which appeared J* 
hie manner on firft^ adjdreffing me* I 
fook'my leave almoft dire&ly — but not 
^ifho^it a(king him for the ftring of 
..pearls* j which I had left by accident 
¥> the fummer-houfe, and which I flat- 
tered myfelf he had found* He took 
my hand— fighed uponr it— and exclaimed, 
<c Ah> Madam ! thofe pearlsH-that hap- 
py man ! • — Madame De Laufanne— 
lovely Vi&oria* name him to mel" 

• c My 
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** My Lond,"' cried I, u this is'uhge'J. 
fcerous — if I difcovcred to you the Veak- 
nefs of kny foul, you may perhaps be 
ignorant, that I have' virtue fufficient 
W delpifk that : weaknefs. . ■. Name this 
fub}e<5t aft morei my Lord — I loved 
long before I knew the Marquis — I ne~ 
ver, fince my marriage, allowed my 
imagination to dwell even on the virtues* 
ef this amiable man. Thofe pearl$ 
which my woman had accidentally 
placed on : my toilette, brought h'ifi* 
orice more to my idei—I remembered 
him with too much efteem— but it was 
for the laft time.-^ I^ever^can I agaiff 
be" guilty of (o*niuch ingratitude to 
the excellfcht Laufanne — blot it for 
ever froiri your' memory, good my 
> 'M Lord 
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Lord— -and think, juftly of my .\ vir- 
tue*" ; ■ • ! , . .," . :..- ->.,!;:; 
I immediately -flew from him, and 
hurried to my chamber. Xh|3 morflrt 
kg I received from him the following 
billet, which venclofed my bracelet^: •; 



<Fo the Marchionejs De Lavsanni; 

'YOURlaft words were—" think juftly 
of my 5 virtue*" Too charming Vidfco- 
rk 1 honour^— I efteem that virtue which 
ever muft be a. barrier to my hopes.— 
X have loved you-*— I here refign .that 
tendernefs — your bofom is filled by 
another objedt more amiable —- more 
worthy your regard — the bracelet which 
•' • ■- I faw 



I law you fcdnour with tt fond embrace 
I now return — I have embraced it too 1 
•**-I haveflied fome fond — fome part- 
ing* tears on every bead — they had 
couched your lips ! you muft in theftf 
lfriea . fuffer me to make my adieus— I 
can fly from your charms — but I canjiot 
ftay without adoring them. I beg 
leave to kifs your hands." 

] need not add that he has left 
Trois Riviere — and left it without aflcmg 
to fee me, Madame De Sanfcerre ral- 
lies a good deal" upon it, and pretends 
to be very angry that the moft agreea- 
ble. man of the party ihould be fright- 
ened from us, Solignac looks grave 
Upon this j and enquires not into the 
caufe of his departure, though he is 

quite 
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quite out of the fecret, and Sanfcerre 
lays this is to torment him. 

Madame de Sanfcerre has purchased a 
little eftate near this place, whither fhe 
has invited all my company to pais a 
few days. — I fhall Ileal home alone 
this night however, in order to enjoy 
(bme hours of peace and folitude*— 
The Marquis I expert too from Pa- 
ris — and he mull not be left alone* 
Adieu* 

Yours ever, 
Victoria De Lausanwi* 
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